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E c o no mic  De ve l o pme nt  E f f or t s  T a k ing  F l i g h t  
 
Rutherfordton, NC – A great airport is a valuable tool in economic development.  A diverse marketing plan 
creates opportunities to expand the reach of the local economic development message.  Together, and with the 
support of local partners, the economic development message is taking flight at the Rutherford County Airport.  
A new initiative in the developing marketing plan of Rutherford County Economic Development, Informational 
Bags will be distributed to all visitors of the Rutherford County Airport.  The Information Bags not only look 
great but include many details on points of interest, dining, lodging, outdoor activities, events and doing 
business in Rutherford County.  Rutherford County Commission Chairman Bill Eckler said, “This marketing 
effort is an innovative approach in utilizing an existing asset to expand Rutherford County’s reach in attracting 
new visitors, businesses and industries with a focus on job creation and the continued growth of the local 
economy.”  
 
The first Rutherford County Information Bag was distributed at the Rutherford County Airport on August 14, 
2014.  “This has truly been a team effort to get to this point and it is important to recognize the efforts of all 
involved including the Rutherford County Chamber of Commerce, Tourism Development Authority, Airport 
Staff, Economic Development Staff, and the Public Information Clerk” stated Matt Blackwell, Executive 
Director of Rutherford County Economic Development.  “Through this collaborative effort, our partners have 
demonstrated their commitment to the goal of improving the local economy through increasing visitor traffic 
and local spending while creating new jobs opportunities through the recruitment of new business and industry 
to our county.”   
 

 

mailto:matt.blackwell@rutherfordcountync.gov
http://www.rutherfordncedc.com/

