
  

 

RUTHERFORD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING AGENDA 
11/4/2013 6:00 PM 

I. Call to Order  

 A. Pledge of Allegiance  

    

 B. Approval of Agenda  

    

II. Public Hearing  

 A. Community Transportation Program Grant Attachments  

    

III. Public Comments  

   Citizens who wish to speak must register with the Human Resources 
Director who will be located in the Board Meeting Room. Comments 
should be limited to three (3) minutes. Written comments submitted 
prior to the Board meeting will be copied and distributed to the 
County Commissioners.

 

IV. Consent Agenda  

 A. Minutes of October 7, 2013 Attachments  

    

 B. Minutes of Special Meeting of October 21, 2013 Attachments  

    

 C. Tax Refunds and Releases - November 4, 2013 Attachments  

    

V. Commissioners/Appointments  

 A. Commissioner Richard - Boyce Abernathy - Information 
Request

Attachments  

    

 B. Commissioner Richard - Animal Issue  
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 C. Commissioner Richard - Airport Authority Board Membership Attachments  

    

VI. New Business  

 A. Award for Finance Office Attachments  

    

 B. Budget Amendments - November 4, 2013 Attachments  

    

 C. Grassroots 2013-2014 Grant Award Attachments  

    

 D. Biggerstaff Hanging Tree Property  

    

 E. Appointments to the Mental Health Consolidated Entity Board Attachments  

    

 F. Resolution - Smoky Mountains Governance Attachments  

    

 G. Bid Tab and Letter of Recommendation for Grey Rock Project 
7 and Parts of Projects 8 and 9 Paving

Attachments  

    

VII. Information  

 A. Tax Collector's Report - November 4, 2013 Attachments  
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Regular Meeting 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
November 4, 2013, 6:00 PM 

 

 

Subject: Community Transportation Program Grant

Department: Governing Body

Summary: A public hearing is required for Transit's annual Community Transportation 
Program Grant through the North Carolina Department of Transportation. 

Budget: NA

Action Needed for 
Approval:

Approve the Community Transportation Program Resolution and the Local Share 
Certification for Funding. 

Contact Information: Kerry Giles, Transportation Services Director 
288-4505 
kerry.giles@rutherfordcountync.gov 

Attachments / click to download

Agenda Submittal Form. 

Public Hearing Notice - Community Transportation

Resolution - Community Transportation Program Grant

Local Share Certification - Community Transportation
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
 
 

This is to inform the public that a public hearing will be held on the proposed Fiscal Year 2014 
Community Transportation Program Application to be submitted to the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation no later than 11-15-13. The public hearing will be held on 11-4-13 at 6:00 pm before the 
Rutherford County Board of Commissioners.  
 
Those interested in attending the public hearing and needing either auxiliary aids and/or services under 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or a language translator should contact Kerry Giles on or 
before 11-1-13, at telephone number 828-288-4505 or via email at kerry.giles@rutherfordcountync.gov. 
 
The Community Transportation Program provides assistance to coordinate existing transportation 
programs operating in Rutherford County as well as provides transportation options and services for the 
communities within this service area.  These services are currently provided using 12 passenger 
vehicles.  Services are rendered by Rutherford County Transit. 

 

The total estimated amount requested for the period July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015 

 

Project 

 

Total Amount Local Share  

Administrative 

 

$ 196,467 $ 29,470  (15%) 

Capital (Vehicles & Other)  

 

$ 211,063 $ 21,106  (10%) 

Operating (Small fixed-route, 
regional, and consolidated urban-rural 
systems only) 

 

$ 0 $ 0 
 *(50%) or more       
*Note: Small Fixed Route 
systems must contribute 
more than 50%  

TOTAL PROJECT  $ 407,530 $ 50,576  

Total Funding Request Total Local Share 

 
 
This application may be inspected at 294 Fairground Road from 8:30 am -5:00 pm.  Written comments 
should be directed to Kerry Giles before 11-4-13.   

 

 
End of Notice  

 

 

Note:  AN ORIGINAL COPY of the published Public Hearing Notice must be attached to a signed 
Affidavit of Publication.  Both the Public Hearing Notice and the Affidavit of Publication must be 
submitted with the CTP grant application. 
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COMMUNITY TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM RESOLUTION 
 

Section 5311 
FY 2015 RESOLUTION 

 
Applicant seeking permission to apply for Community Transportation Program funding, enter into agreement with the 
North Carolina Department of Transportation, provide the necessary assurances and the required local match. 
 
A motion was made by (Board Member’s Name)     and seconded by (Board Member’s Name or N/A, if not required) 
         for the adoption of the following resolution, and upon being put to a vote was duly adopted. 
 

WHEREAS, Article 2B of Chapter 136 of the North Carolina General Statutes and the Governor of North Carolina 
have designated the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) as the agency responsible for 
administering federal and state public transportation funds; and 

 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Transportation will apply for a grant from the US Department of 
Transportation, Federal Transit Administration and receives funds from the North Carolina General Assembly to provide 
assistance for rural public transportation projects; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the purpose of these transportation funds is to provide grant monies to local agencies for the 

provision of rural public transportation services consistent with the policy requirements for planning, community 
and agency involvement, service design, service alternatives, training and conference participation, reporting and 
other requirements (drug and alcohol testing policy and program, disadvantaged business enterprise program, 
and fully allocated costs analysis); and 

 
WHEREAS, (Legal Name of Applicant)  Rutherford County hereby assures and certifies that it will provide the required 
local matching funds; that its staff has the technical capacity to implement and manage the project, prepare 
required reports, obtain required training, attend meetings and conferences; and agrees to comply with the federal 
and state statutes, regulations, executive orders, Section 5333 (b) Warranty, and all administrative requirements 
related to the applications made to and grants received from the Federal Transit Administration, as well as the 
provisions of Section 1001 of Title 18, U. S. C. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the (Authorized Official’s Title)* County Manager of (Name of Applicant’s Governing 
Body)  Rutherford County Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to submit a grant application for federal 
and state funding, make the necessary assurances and certifications and be empowered to enter into an 
agreement with the NCDOT to provide rural public transportation services. 

 
I (Certifying Official’s Name)*  Hazel Haynes (Certifying Official’s Title)  Clerk to the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners do 
hereby certify that the above is a true and correct copy of an excerpt from the minutes of a meeting of the (Name of 
Applicant’s Governing Board) Rutherford County Board of Commissioners duly held on the 4th day of  November,  2013. 
       
 
 
Signature of Certifying Official 
 
*Note that the authorized official, certifying official, and notary public should be three separate individuals. 
 
Seal Subscribed and sworn to me (date)   
 
 
Notary Public * 

 
 
Printed Name and Address        
 
My commission expires (date)   
 

Affix Notary Seal Here 
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LOCAL SHARE CERTIFICATION FOR FUNDING  
 
 

Rutherford County 
(Legal Name of Applicant) 

 
Requested Funding Amounts 
 

Project     Total Amount   Local Share______ 
Administrative       $ 196,467   $ 29,470 (15%) 
Capital (Vehicles & Other)        $ 211,063   $ 21,106 (10%) 
Operating (Small fixed route, regional, and    $ 0    $ 0 *(50% or more) 

 consolidated urban-rural systems)                               *Note: Small fixed route systems  
                                                                                                              contribute more than 50%   
            

TOTAL                                        $ 407,530   $ 50,576 
       Total Funding Requests      Total Local Share 

 
 

 
The Local Share is available from the following sources: 
 
    Source of Funds                      Amount  

 Transit Revenue    $ 50,576 
 
            $       
 
            $       
 
            $       

 
TOTAL                                                 $ 50,576 

 
 
I, the undersigned representing Rutherford County do hereby certify to the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation, that the required local funds for the FY2015 Community 
Transportation Program will be available as of July 1, 2014, which has a period of performance 
of July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015. 
 

 

_________________________________________ 
Signature of Authorized Official 
 
Carl Classen, County Manager 
Type Name and Title of Authorized Official 
 
      
Date 
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Regular Meeting 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
November 4, 2013, 6:00 PM 

 

 

Subject: Minutes of October 7, 2013

Department: Governing Body

Summary: NA

Budget: NA

Action Needed for 
Approval:

Approve minutes of October 7, 2013 meeting. 

Contact Information: Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board 
287-6045 
hazel.haynes@rutherfordcountync.gov 

Attachments / click to download

Agenda Submittal Form. 

Minutes of October 7, 2013

Cover Memo
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF RUTHERFORD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
HELD AT THE LAKE LURE MUNICIPAL CENTER, LAKE LURE, NORTH CAROLINA ON 
OCTOBER 7, 2013 AT 6:00 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: CHAIRMAN JULIUS OWENS 
  VICE CHAIRMAN WILLIAM ECKLER 
  EDDIE HOLLAND 
  GREG LOVELACE 
  ROGER RICHARD 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 Chairman Owens called the meeting of the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners to 
order.  Commissioner Lovelace led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

AGENDA APPROVAL 
 
 Commissioner Lovelace moved that the agenda for the October 7, 2013 County 
Commissioners’ meeting be approved.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded the motion. The motion 
passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no 
Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Ms. Amy Drum asked that the Board reconsider a decision to relocate the Haynes Library to 
Cliffside.  The library had been located in Cliffside originally, but had been moved to Henrietta when 
the Haynes Memorial Building which had housed the library had been demolished.  Ms. Drum had 
offered a building which she owns in Cliffside as a home for the library, but the offer had been 
declined.   She asked that the Commissioners allow the library to return to its original home in 
Cliffside. 
 
 Mr. Boyce Abernathy discussed transparency in Rutherford County government.  He asked 
that he be placed on the November County Commissioners agenda to discuss the need for a yearly 
and monthly report to the citizens telling them of the profit or loss for the Rutherford County Airport, 
the Emergency Medical Services, and the Solid Waste Department.   
 
 Commissioner Richard asked that Mr. Abernathy be placed on the November County 
Commissioners’ agenda. 
 
 Mr. Aaron Vassey spoke to the Board regarding a petition that had been signed by a number 
of citizens supporting the naming of two separate bridges in Rutherford County in honor of Captain 
Roy Huskey and Sergeant Owen Messersmith who were employed with the Rutherford County 
Sheriff’s Department and were killed in the line of duty on May 31, 1979.  The signage of each bridge 
costs $2,000.  The North Carolina Department of Transportation will fund half of this amount.  He 
asked that the additional funding of $1,000 per bridge be funded by Rutherford County. 
 
 Ms. Betty Frye told the Board that there is a problem in Rutherford County in taking care of 
those suffering from mental illness.  A place is needed for those who have stopped their medication 
that is safe and that would be available to them until a bed is available in a psychiatric hospital.  

Attachment number 1
Page 1 of 11

Item # 26



Minutes of Meeting of Rutherford County Commissioners on October 7, 2013 
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Families are not equipped to deal with this problem.  She asked for an appointment with the County 
Manager. 
 
 Mr. Ken McAlear provided material to the Board regarding the national debt which he said is 
$17 trillion.  He appealed to everyone to write their Congressman asking that the national debt be 
paid.  He also reiterated that the national debt ceiling should not be raised. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Commissioner Lovelace moved that the Consent Agenda be approved.  Vice Chairman Eckler 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, 
and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no 
Commissioners absent.  
 
 The consent agenda included: 
 

• Minutes of August 5, 2013 Special Meeting 
• Minutes of September 9, 2013 
• Minutes of September 18, 2013 Special Meeting 
• Tax Refunds and Releases - October 7, 2013 (A copy of the Tax Refunds and Releases 

is typed in the Minute Book.) 
 

APPOINTMENT/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION/DISTRICT 5 
 
 Chairman Owens moved to approve the appointment of Mr. John Horn to the EDC from District 
5.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, 
Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners 
excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

APPOINTMENT/PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 Commissioner Lovelace moved to approve Mr. Justin Conner as a member of the Rutherford 
County Planning Commission from District 2.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no 
Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
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APPOINTMENTS TO FIRE DEPARTMENT BOARDS OF TRUSTEES FOR FIREMEN'S RELIEF 

FUND   
 
 Vice Chairman Eckler moved to approve the recommended members to certain fire 
department boards of trustees for firemen’s relief funds.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard 
voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

Fire Department Recommended Appointee Term Expires Recommending 
Party 

Bostic Keith Dobbins  
Angie Ownbey  

December 31, 2014 
December 31, 2015 

Bostic Fire 
Department 
Board of 
Directors 

Forest City Dennis Matheny 
Yates H. Eaker, D.D.S. 

December 31, 2014 
December 31, 2015 

Forest City Fire 
Department 
Board of 
Directors 

Lake Lure Blaine Cox 
Sam Karr 

December 31, 2014 
December 31, 2015 

Lake Lure Fire 
Department 
Board of 
Directors 

Spindale Billy Conner 
Justin Clint Walker 

December 31, 2014 
December 31, 2015 

Spindale Fire 
Department 
Board of 
Directors 

Fairfield Ruth Ann Marsh (replace 
Tom Pawelko who is 
having health problems.) 

December 31, 2015 Fairfield Fire 
Department 
Board of 
Directors 

 
APPLIED SCIENCES CENTER/COMMISSIONERS OWENS AND ECKLER 

 
 Chairman Owens spoke about the role in education that had traditionally been called 
vocational education and is presently called applied sciences.  This has become increasingly 
important due to high-tech manufacturing jobs and the specialized knowledge and skills required to 
design, operate, and maintain modern manufacturing equipment.  Recent discussions at the State 
and local level have sought to find a cost-effective way to best train Rutherford County students to 
take advantage of these career opportunities and to educate skilled employees for current and future 
local manufacturers.   

 
 Vice Chairman Eckler moved to direct the County Manager to work with the School 
Superintendent and the President of Isothermal Community College to discuss, investigate, and 
report back to the County Commissioners on creating an Applied Sciences Center that will prepare 
Rutherford County students for trade and technical careers serving industry in Rutherford County and 
surrounding region. He further moved to direct and authorize the County Manager to apply for and 
execute grant funding to further the discussion and investigation of an Applied Sciences Center. 
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Commissioner Lovelace  seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, 
Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners 
excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

PROCLAMATION/BECHTLER GOLD DAY 
 
 Ms. Michelle Yelton, representing the newly-developed Tourism Asset Foundation requested 
that the Board proclaim October 17 as "Bechtler Gold Day" in Rutherford County. This is part of a 
fund raising effort by the Foundation. 
  
 Commissioner Lovelace moved to approve the proclamation. Vice Chairman Eckler seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard 
voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

Bechtler Gold Day in Rutherford County, N.C. 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Rutherfordton in Rutherford County is home to Christopher Bechtler 
who minted America's first one-dollar gold coin in 1832 (17 years before the U.S. Mint) and 
increased Rutherford County's historic significance and gave it recognition on a national scale. 
 
WHEREAS, Rutherford County is part of North Carolina's rich gold history that is attractive to 
tourists, students and residents. 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Rutherfordton's 225th anniversary in 2012 resulted in the opening of 
The Bechtler House, currently privately owned, as a heritage center and also the renovation and 
opening of The Bechtler Mint Site. 
 
WHEREAS, the American Numismatic Society agreed to loan the original Bechtler coin press to 
the Town of Rutherfordton to display in The Bechtler House Heritage Center on a renewable 
five-year loan. 
 
WHEREAS, the 2012 premier of the UNC-TV documentary, "Gold Fever & the Bechtler Mint' 
attracted nearly 1, 000 attendees to Rutherfordton. 
 
WHEREAS, other organizations in the county, such as Rutherford Town Revitalization, have 
produced gold coin replicas to sell as souvenirs due to growing interest and pride in our 
County's Bechtler legacy. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Julius Owens, Chairman of the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners, on behalf of the Rutherford County Commissioners, do hereby proclaim 
October 17 as "Bechtler Gold Day' in Rutherford County, North Carolina, and call upon 
Rutherford County residents to celebrate, participate and promote heritage and culture in our 
community. 
 
PROCLAIMED this 7th day of October, 2013. 
 

CAPTAIN ROY HUSKEY AND SERGEANT OWEN MESSERSMITH/MEMORIAL BRIDGES 
 

The Board had received a request to name two bridges in Rutherford County in honor of 
Captain Roy Huskey and Captain Owen Messersmith who were employees of the Rutherford County 
Sheriff’s Department and killed in the line of duty on May 31, 1979. Three law enforcement officers 
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were killed on that day, but a bridge was previously named in honor of North Carolina Trooper Pete 
Peterson. A resolution required by NCDOT for the renaming of bridges was included with the 
information provided to the Board.   
 
 If the resolution is approved by the Board and the NCDOT, the signage for each bridge is 
$2,000 per bridge.  Half of the $2,000 would be paid by the state.  It was requested that the Board of 
Commissioners pay the additional $1,000 per sign. 
 
 Commissioner Richard moved to approve the resolution and the budget amendment 
approving the county’s contribution.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no 
Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

Resolution Requesting that the North Carolina Department of Transportation Dedicate 
and Name Bridge 2169 on US Hwy 74 Bypass in Honor of Captain Roy Huskey and Bridge 

2213 on US Hwy 74 in Honor of Sgt. Owen Messersmith 
 

WHEREAS, Captain Roy Huskey had served in the Rutherford County Sheriff’s Office for 12 
year in 1979; and 
 
WHEREAS, Sgt. Owen Messersmith had served in the Rutherford County Sheriff’s Office for 4-
1/2 years in 1979; and 
 
WHEREAS, On May 31, 1979, Captain Roy Huskey and Sgt. Owen Messersmith answered a 
domestic disturbance call; and 
 
WHEREAS, during the course of performing their duties in response to this call, these two brave 
men lost their lives; and 
 
WHEREAS, in a profession where death is always present, these two officers reported for work 
on May 31, 1979, but never returned home; and 
 
WHEREAS, Captain Roy Huskey and Sgt. Owen Messersmith gave their lives to protect the 
citizens of Rutherford County. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners 
hereby recommend honoring Captain Roy Huskey by requesting that the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation dedicate and name Bridge 2169 which is on US 74 Bypass in 
Rutherford County, North Carolina in honor of Captain Roy Huskey.. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners hereby recommend honoring Sgt. Owen Messersmith by requesting that the 
North Carolina Department of Transportation dedicate and name Bridge 2213 which is on US 74 
in Rutherford County, North Carolina in honor of Sgt. Owen Messersmith. 
Adopted this the 7th day of October, 2012. 

 
RECORDS RETENTION SCHEDULE 

 
The Department of Cultural Resources has added amendments to the Record Retention 

Schedules for the following departments: County Management, Revenue, and Register of Deeds. 
These had been submitted to the Commissioners for their approval in order to begin using these new 
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amendments along with their corresponding retention schedules. 

 
Commissioner Lovelace moved to approve the records retention schedules for the County 

Manager, the Revenue Department, and the Register of Deeds.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard 
voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  

 
BUDGET AMENDMENTS 

 
 Isothermal Community College had submitted two equipment requests to be funded from their 
capital funds. To maintain their grounds, a lawnmower (approximately $5,000) and a tractor and bush 
hog ($28,192.93) are needed. Total budget is $33,200.  
 

Also, a narrative was included in the agenda explaining how the County will be handling 
financing for tax foreclosures. The Rutherford County Finance Office will be using a similar process 
for all foreclosure proceedings, including those at Queens Gap and Grey Rock, mortgage style and in 
rem foreclosures. To process documentation and record the deed in the name of Rutherford County, 
the Finance Office will need to prepare checks to the Clerk's Office, Revenue Department and the 
Register of Deeds or to the Attorney's Trust Account for the disbursements to be made. A copy of the 
documentation will be stored in the Finance Office. 

 
The transaction does not require a budget amendment because when complete, Rutherford 

County will have the majority of the funds back (through the payment of ad valorem taxes) and will 
have the asset (land) on the books as Held for Sale — In Rem Property, Held for Sale—Queens Gap 
Property, Held for Sale-Grey Rock Property and Held for Sale — Mortgage Style Foreclosure 
Property. Due to the number of transactions anticipated to be completed in the upcoming months, the 
Finance Office asked to document the procedure and inform the Commissioners of how they will be 
handled.  Budget amendments will not be needed except for legal fees. 

 
Rutherford County Schools is applying for a School Resource Officer Matching Grant 

from the Department of Public Instruction which is due October 11, 2013. The Sheriff’s Office 
and the School Board are working closely to complete the application in the next few days. 
Through the grant, a new position would be funded and an existing Sheriff’s Office position 
would be used as the matching funds. No additional funding from the County would be needed, 
if awarded. A budget amendment will be submitted once the School Board receives notification 
of an award 
 

Vice Chairman Eckler moved to approve the budget amendments.  Commissioner Holland 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, and 
Lovelace voting aye; Commissioner Richard voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no 
Commissioners absent  
 

 
Expense Revenue 

GENERAL FUND     
      
Sheriff - Canine Supplies  $  8,000    
Sheriff Donations    $  8,000  
*donation received from Ultimate Textiles for the purpose of purchasing a new     
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Expense Revenue 

K-9 

      
Sheriff - Project Lifesaver  $   10    
Project Lifesaver Donations    $   10  
*donations received     
      
Farmers Market - Operating Supplies/Refrigeration System  $  4,456    
Library - Facebook Grant  $ 720    
Fund Balance Appropriated     $  5,176  
*carryforward June 30, 2013 project balances     
      
Library - Program Supplies  $ 500    
Library Donations    $ 500  
*donation received from Friends of the Library for the Anniversary Celebration     
      
College - Capital Outlay  $  33,200    
Transfer from College Capital Projects Fund    $  33,200  
*appropriate funds for mowers - Rutherfordton campus ($5,000) and tractor with 
bush hog for Main      
Campus ($28,200)     
      
VEHICLE REPLACEMENT FUND     
      
Sheriff Narcotics - Sedan  $  21,000    
Sheriff Narcotics - Truck  $  25,000    
Sheriff Road Patrol - Sedans (MDTs)  $  25,881    
Sheriff Detention - Van  $  4,907    
Animal Control - Truck  $  9,534    
EMS - Ambulances (MDTs)  $  20,000    
Solid Waste - Reserve for Future Projects  $  46,000    
Fund Balance Appropriated    $    152,322  
*carryforward projects uncompleted as of June 30, 2013     
      
COLLEGE CAPITAL PROJECTS     
      
Transfer to General Fund - Capital Outlay  $  33,200    
Reserve for Future Projects  $  (33,200)   
*appropriate funds for mowers - Rutherfordton campus ($5,000) and tractor with 
bush hog for Main      
Campus ($28,200)     
      
DEBT SERVICE FUND     
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Expense Revenue 

      
2013 Limited Obligation Bonds, Series 2013    $ 9,790,000  
Distribution to Project Fund for Discharge of Contracts $9,712,123    
Cost of Issuance   $  77,877    
*Record budget for 2013 Refinancing - 2007 COPs/Rutherfordton Elementary 
(August 2013)     
      
Debt Service Expenditures - 2007 COPS School Portion  $  (50,589)   
Fund Balance Appropriated - Schools    $  (50,589) 
*adjustments to FY13-14 debt service payments as a result of 2013 Refinancing     
      
2013 General Obligation Bonds, Series 2013    $ 1,683,000  

Distribution to Project Fund for Discharge of Contracts 
 

$1,654,524    
Cost of Issuance   $  28,476    
*Record budget for 2013 Refinancing - 2003A and 2006 GO Bonds (August 
2013)     
      
Debt Service Expenditures - 2003A and 2006 GO Bonds  Portion  $  (13,655)   
Fund Balance Appropriated - Schools/Water-Sewer    $   (13,655) 
*adjustments to FY13-14 debt service payments as a result of 2013 Refinancing     
      

 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION - NCACC VIDEO 

 
 A short video was shown that was prepared by the North Carolina Association of County 
Commissioners.  The video included an introduction from NCACC President Ray Jeffers and 
featured NCACC staff updating Commissioners on Steering Committees and how Commissioners 
can participate.  Also included was an overview of an upcoming seminar on the Affordable Care Act 
and how it affects counties, as well as, the Association's Risk Management Services 
 

VEHICLE TAX APPEAL 
  
 The Revenue Department had received an appeal for a registered motor vehicle tax bill. The 
owner had filed the appeal in a timely manner, and it must be heard by the Board of Commissioners. 
 
 The Revenue Department recommended denying the request as it has been determined that 
the value placed on the vehicle by the Revenue Department is the fair market value of the vehicle as 
of January 1, 2013 which is the required appraisal date. 
 

Commissioner Lovelace made a motion to deny the appeal.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, and Richard voting aye; 
Commissioner Holland not voting; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no 
Commissioners absent.  
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WATER/SEWER INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 
 

At its 2013 Goals Setting Workshop, the Board of Commissioners made expansion of 
infrastructure one of its highest priorities. Responses to this goal included funding for the water line to 
the Airport and completion of pending water and sewer grants. Article VI of Appendix A, Rutherford 
County Code, calls for “a portion of the one cent sales tax” to be allocated to a water and sewer 
infrastructure program but, due to budget constraints, this allocation was ended with the FY2011-12 
budget ordinance. 
 

The financial constraints facing the County in preparing the FY2011-12 budget are no less 
today and even more challenging in many ways.  Further, the 12-13 General Assembly removed the 
water and sewer grant/loan-making authority from the Rural Center, Golden Leaf, Clean Water 
Management Trust Fund and SRF and placed all of those functions under a new entity within DENR 
referred to as the Rural Infrastructure Authority. The new Authority is supposed to begin operation in 
January 2014 but its rules and priorities have not yet been established. 
 

Given the changes at the State level and the budget constraints at the local level, funding for 
water and sewer line expansion is difficult. The County Manager has been discussing an idea among 
staff and utility providers that would use the framework of the existing Code but would be funded 
more on a “pay as you go” model. The model would call for the County to pay 50% or more of a 
project but 50% of all revenues (not just tap fees) would go towards payment back to the County. 
Payback should occur within a 10-year period, except in extraordinary cases. All projects would need 
approval by the governing board of the water and sewer provider and by the County Commissioners. 
Funds could be used to match State and federal grants so long as the utility provider has provided 
not less than 10% of the cost of the project in cash or other borrowing (not grant, in-kind, or 
otherwise). 

 
Capitalization of the water/sewer program would come from a set-aside of County reserves. 

Applications would be due in the winter/spring, reviewed by a technical committee, and presented to 
the Board of Commissioners during the budget process. Water and sewer projects that would be part 
of a County economic development agreement or other economic development incentive would not 
be subject to the budget process time frame. 
 

Manager Classen said he would review with water/sewer providers the aforementioned and 
request their input.  He would report back to the County Commissioners for further review. 

 
QUEEN’S GAP PROJECT 1/BID 

 
 A bid tab and ranking for Queen’s Gap Project 1 had been provided to the Board for their 
consideration.  Mr. David Odom of Odom Engineering recommended awarding the contract to the low 
bidder which was Clary Hood, Inc. in the amount of $897,560.40. 
 
 Bids were: 
 
 Clary Hood, Inc. $   897,560.40 
 Jerry T. Whitmire Grading, Inc. $1,182,528.05 
 Young and McQueen Grading Company, Inc. $1,317,525.55 
 
 Manager Classen said the low bid is slightly over budget; however, the largest two stream 
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crossings are included in this project. 
 
 Commissioner Richard moved to approve the low bid from Clary Hood, Inc.  Vice Chairman 
Eckler seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, 
Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no 
Commissioners absent.  
  

GREY ROCK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 4 PAVING 
 

The bid tab and ranking for Grey Rock Development Project 4 Paving had been provided to 
the Board for their consideration.  Mr. David Odom of Odom Engineering recommended that the 
contract be awarded to the lower bid by Harrison Construction Company in the amount of 
$175,778.46. 
 
 Commissioner Holland made a motion to approve the low bid.  Vice Chairman Eckler 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, 
and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no 
Commissioners absent.  
 
 Bids on the Grey Rock Development Project 4 were: 
 
 APAC-Harrison Construction Company $175,778.46 
 Roger Group $188,801.53 

Caldwell Construction Services $228,384.75 
 

SOLID WASTE CODE REVIEW 
 
 Following the FY 2013-2014 budget discussions and beginning in the summer, staff from the 
Solid Waste, Revenue, and Finance Departments have been meeting to review solid waste 
convenience site fee collections.  Their discussions and review have led to corresponding discussions 
about solid waste enforcement, solid waste hauling, and a general review of the existing County Code 
relating to Solid Waste (Chapter 25).  The Solid Waste chapter has not been substantially updated 
since the 1990’s and, over time, practices have been altered so the Code language and practices and 
current practices are not consistent with one another.  Staff will be reviewing the Solid Waste chapter 
and making recommendations to the Commissioners. 
 

RECYCLING/ENHANCED RECYCLING AND ELECTRONICS RECYCLING 
 
 Solid Waste Director James Kilgo provided an update to the Board on Enhanced Recycling 
and Electronics Recycling.  The Enhanced Recycling began on September 24.  The recyclable 
products are transported to Benfields in Mooresville.  Electronics have been wrapped and are waiting 
for pick up.  Mr. Kilgo stated that he believes the County has a good handle on the electronics 
recycling at this point. 
 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES/NC FAST 
 
 Social Services’ Director John Carroll provided an update to the Board on NC Fast which is 
new software being utilized by the Departments of Social Services across the state.  A soft launch 
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began about a year ago.  There have been glitches, but due to the foresight of staff at Rutherford 
County’s Department of Social Services, these have not been major.  NC Fast has proven to be very 
valuable in the Food and Nutrition Program.  The soft launch of Medicaid and Work First began on 
October 1. 
 

FEDERAL SHUTDOWN 
 

County Manager Classen addressed County programs that are impacted by the federal 
shutdown.  The county will continue to fund the Child Care Subsidy and other programs where funds 
are available with the hopes that Washington will reach a resolution shortly.  If necessary, budgets 
can be amended later in the year.  There is a working group that is addressing this issue and will 
continue to monitor and report on developments. 
 

REVENUE DEPARTMENT/UPDATE 
 
 County Manager Carl Classen gave the Board an update on the progress of the Revenue 
Department Project.  The project is on time and under budget.  A problem has arisen regarding the 
data migration, but the county is spending a lot of time and effort to make sure this works correctly.   
 
 Commissioner Richard asked if the County was continuing to do discovery notices.  When 
Manager Classen replied affirmatively, Commissioner Richard asked for a list of the notices.   
 
 Manager Classen said he was aware that some citizens had questions about the coefficient of 
dispersion.  Mr. Emmett Curl had agreed to conduct a public workshop and answer questions.   
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Vice Chairman Eckler made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Holland seconded the motion.  
The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; 
no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 
 8:05 P.M. - Adjourned. 
 
 
 
        _____________________________________ 
        Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
 
        _____________________________________ 
        Vice Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Commissioners 
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Regular Meeting 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
November 4, 2013, 6:00 PM 

 

 

Subject: Minutes of Special Meeting of October 21, 2013

Department: Governing Body

Summary: NA

Budget: NA

Action Needed for 
Approval:

Approve minutes of October 21, 2013. 

Contact Information: Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board 
287-6045 
hazel.haynes@rutherfordcountync.gov 

Attachments / click to download

Agenda Submittal Form. 

Minutes of Special Meeting of October 21, 2013

Cover Memo
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MINUTES OF THE JOINT MEETING OF THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS AND THE RUTHERFORDTON TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT RUTHERFORD 
REGIONAL HEALTHCARE CENTER IN THE NORRIS BIGGS CONFERENCE ROOM OCTOBER 
21, 2013 AT 6:30 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: CHAIRMAN JULIUS OWENS 
  VICE CHAIRMAN WILLIAM ECKLER 
  EDDIE HOLLAND 
  GREG LOVELACE 
  ROGER RICHARD 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 Chairman Owens called the meeting of the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners to 
order.  Mayor Jimmy Dancy called the meeting of the Rutherfordton Town Council to order.  Mayor 
Dancy led in the Pledge of Allegiance, 
 

INDUSTRIAL INCENTIVE/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/RESOLUTIONS/PROJECT VSC 
 
 Economic Development Director Matt Blackwell told those present that he had received a 
contact from an industrial prospect expressing an interest in Rutherford County.  The prospect known 
as Project VSC for confidentiality would possibly locate a manufacturing component and 
headquarters in Rutherford County with a forecasted capital investment in the range of $12-$14 
million over five years.  Initial production would commence in the third quarter of 2014 and be fully 
operational by the fourth quarter of 2015.  It would include a total of 76 jobs with an average annual 
salary greater than the current county average 
 

Rutherford County Economic Development has been challenged by Project VSC to develop a 
competitive incentive proposal for consideration. To do so, RCEDC partnered with Isothermal 
Community College and the North Carolina Community College System, Duke Energy, the Golden 
LEAF Foundation, and the NC Department of Commerce to develop an attractive incentive proposal 
for Project VSC.  The incentive proposal includes consideration by the state for a requested OneNC 
grant and funding for a customized training program.  Additionally, Rutherford County has secured 
financial support from Duke Energy in the form of a cash grant.  Rutherford County will request 
support from the Golden LEAF Foundation and NC Department of Commerce in the form of cash 
grants for equipment, building and infrastructure improvements.  To complete this package, 
Rutherford County Economic Development seeks the support of the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners, Rutherfordton Town Council, and Ruth Town Commissioners. 
 

Through the utilization of the Local Industrial Incentive Grant program, Rutherford County 
Economic Development seeks to provide a portion of the required 100% local matching funds for a 
requested OneNC grant. 
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Resolutions were provided to the County Commissioners and Town of Rutherfordton Council 
which would request authorization for the County Manager to negotiate local property tax grants on 
behalf of each municipal entity in the approximate amounts: 
 

• Rutherford County:  $228,970 
• Rutherfordton:  $106,940 
• Ruth:  $52,810 

 
Additionally, approval of the additional resolutions before the Rutherford County 

Commissioners would provide authorization for the Rutherford County Manager to complete and 
submit applications for the OneNC Grant Program, the Golden LEAF Foundation Grant Program, and 
if available and required for this project, the Building Reuse and Restoration Program.  If successful in 
leveraging support from the Golden LEAF Foundation, this grant would also be utilized as a portion of 
the total local 100% match for a requested OneNC Fund grant. 

  
Vice Chairman Eckler made a motion to approve a resolution entitled: A Resolution to 

Authorize the County Manager to Complete and Submit a Golden Leaf Economic Catalyst 
Grant Application in Support of Project VSC, Considering a Location in Rutherford County.  
Commissioner Holland seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, 
Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no 
Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  

 
RESOLUTION TITLE:  TO AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY MANAGER TO COMPLETE AND 
SUBMIT A GOLDEN LEAF ECONOMIC CATALYST GRANT APPLICATION IN SUPPORT 
OF PROJECT VSC, CONSIDERING A LOCATION IN RUTHERFORD COUNTY. 
 
WHEREAS, an industrial prospect, code name VSC, proposes a location in Rutherford County 
that will result in the creation of 76 new full-time jobs and an investment of at least $12.0 million 
over five years; and 
 
WHEREAS, a portion of the proposed expenditures associated with this project, code name 
VSC, are eligible under the guidelines of the Economic Catalyst Grant; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed investment by the company, code name VSC, will result in a net 
increase in property value; and,  
 
WHEREAS, in these difficult economic times, this investment in Rutherford County and its 
citizens is recognized and commended by the Board of Commissioners.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners 
supports this industrial recruitment project, code name VSC, and authorizes the County 
Manager to complete and submit a Golden LEAF Economic Catalyst grant application in the 
amount of $200,000, with no local match required, which can be utilized to reduce certain up 
front capital expenditures for this project.  
 
Adopted this the 21st day of October, 2013. 
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Vice Chairman Eckler moved to approve the resolution entitled: A Resolution to 
Approve a Local Industrial Incentive Grant for Use as a Portion of the Qualifying 100% Local 
Cash Match required by the One NC Fund Grant and Authorize the County Manager to 
Complete and Submit a One NC Fund Grant in Support of Project VSC, Considering a 
Location in Rutherford County.  Commissioner Holland seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no 
Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

RESOLUTION TITLE:  TO APPROVE A LOCAL INDUSTRIAL INCENTIVE GRANT FOR USE 
AS A PORTION OF THE QUALIFYING 100% LOCAL CASH MATCH REQUIRED BY THE 
ONE NC FUND GRANT AND AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY MANAGER TO COMPLETE AND 
SUBMIT A ONE NC FUND GRANT IN SUPPORT OF PROJECT VSC, CONSIDERING A 
LOCATION IN RUTHERFORD COUNTY. 
 
WHEREAS, an industrial prospect, code name VSC, proposes a location in Rutherford County 
that will result in the creation of 76 new full-time jobs and an investment of at least $12.0 million 
over five years; and 
 
WHEREAS, a portion of the proposed expenditures associated with this project, code name 
VSC, are eligible for reimbursement through the One NC Fund Program; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed investment by the company, code name VSC, will result in a net 
increase in property value; and,  
 
WHEREAS, in these difficult economic times, this investment in Rutherford County and its 
citizens is recognized and commended by the Board of Commissioners.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners 
supports this industrial recruitment project, code name VSC, and authorizes the County 
Manager to complete and submit a One NC Fund grant application in the amount of $240,000, 
which can be increased by the NC Department of Commerce with a corresponding match from 
Rutherford County.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners authorizes 
the County Manager, with input and final approval from the Board of Commissioners, to draft 
and negotiate a local Industrial Incentive Grant in the amount of $228,970 over nine years for 
Project VSC to be applied as a portion of the qualifying local cash match required by the One 
NC Fund Grant application.  
 
Adopted this the 21st day of October, 2013. 
 
Commissioner Holland moved to approve a resolution entitled: Resolution to Approve a 

Local Industrial Incentive Grant for Use as a Portion of the Qualifying 5% Local Cash Match 
Required by the Building Reuse and Restoration Program – Occupied Buildings Grant and 
Authorize the County Manager to Complete and Submit a Building Reuse and Restoration 
Program – Occupied Buildings Grant in Support of Project VSC, Considering a Location in 
Rutherford County.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded the motion.  The motion passed with 
Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner 
voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
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RESOLUTION TITLE:  TO APPROVE A LOCAL INDUSTRIAL INCENTIVE GRANT FOR USE 
AS A PORTION OF THE QUALIFYING 5% LOCAL CASH MATCH REQUIRED BY THE 
BUILDING REUSE AND RESTORATION PROGRAM – OCCUPIED BUILDINGS GRANT AND 
AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY MANAGER TO COMPLETE AND SUBMIT A BUILDING REUSE 
AND RESTORATION PROGRAM – OCCUPIED BUILDINGS GRANT IN SUPPORT OF 
PROJECT VSC, CONSIDERING A LOCATION IN RUTHERFORD COUNTY. 
 
WHEREAS, an industrial prospect, code name VSC, proposes a location in Rutherford County 
that will result in the creation of 76 new full-time jobs and an investment of at least $12.0 million 
over five years; and 
 
WHEREAS, a portion of the proposed expenditures associated with this project, code name 
VSC, are eligible for reimbursement through the Building Reuse and Restoration Program – 
Occupied Buildings; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed investment by the company, code name VSC, will result in a net 
increase in property value; and,  
 
WHEREAS, in these difficult economic times, this investment in Rutherford County and its 
citizens is recognized and commended by the Board of Commissioners.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners 
supports this industrial recruitment project, code name VSC, and authorizes the County 
Manager to complete and submit a Building Reuse and Restoration Program – Occupied 
Buildings grant application in the amount of $380,000.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners authorizes 
the County Manager, with input and final approval from the Board of Commissioners, to draft 
and negotiate a local Industrial Incentive Grant in the amount of $228,970 over nine years for 
Project VSC to be applied as a portion of the qualifying 5% local cash match required by the 
Building Reuse and Restoration Program – Occupied Buildings grant application.  
 
Adopted this the 21st day of October, 2013. 

 
The Town of Rutherfordton Council also approved a resolution entitled: Resolution To 

Approve A Local Industrial Incentive Grant For Use As A Portion Of The Qualifying 100% Local Cash 
Match Required By The One NC Fund Grant And Authorize The County Manager To Complete And 
Submit A One NC Fund Grant In Support Of Project VSC, Considering A Location In Rutherford 
County. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Commissioner Lovelace made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Holland seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard 
voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 
 6:53 P.M. - Adjourned. 
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       __________________________________________ 
       Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 
       __________________________________________ 
       Vice Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Commissioners 
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Regular Meeting 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
November 4, 2013, 6:00 PM 

 

 

Subject: Tax Refunds and Releases - November 4, 2013

Department: Governing Body

Summary: NA

Budget: NA

Action Needed for 
Approval:

Approve tax refunds and releases. 

Contact Information: Sherry Lavender, Listing Supervisor 
287-6183 
sherry.lavender@rutherfordcountync.gov 

Attachments / click to download

Agenda Submittal Form. 

Tax Refunds and Releases - November 4, 2013

Cover Memo
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Regular Meeting 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
November 4, 2013, 6:00 PM 

 

 

Subject: Commissioner Richard - Boyce Abernathy - Information Request

Department: Governing Body

Summary: Commissioner Richard will introduce Mr. Boyce Abernathy who will request that 
monthly and yearly reports be provided on profit/loss of the Rutherford County 
Airport, Emergency Medical Services, and Solid Waste. 

Budget: NA

Action Needed for 
Approval:

Discussion. 

Contact Information: Boyce Aberanthy 
286-3196 

Attachments / click to download

Agenda Submittal Form. 

Memo from Boyce Abernathy

Cover Memo
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Regular Meeting 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
November 4, 2013, 6:00 PM 

 

 

Subject: Commissioner Richard - Animal Issue

Department: Governing Body

Summary: Commissioner Richard will introduce Ms. Lynn Cole who will speak regarding an 
animal issue. 

Budget: NA

Action Needed for 
Approval:

Discussion. 

Contact Information: Commissioner Richard 
287-6403 
bo.richard@rutherfordcountync.gov 

Attachments / click to download

Agenda Submittal Form. 

Cover Memo
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Regular Meeting 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
November 4, 2013, 6:00 PM 

 

 

Subject: Commissioner Richard - Airport Authority Board Membership

Department: Governing Body

Summary: Commissioner Richard sent the attached memo regarding his serving on the 
Airport Authority and the question of a vacancy. 

Budget: NA

Action Needed for 
Approval:

Discussion. 

Contact Information: Commissioner Richard 
287-6403 
bo.richard@rutherfordcountync.gov 

Attachments / click to download

Agenda Submittal Form. 

Memo from Commissioner Richard

Cover Memo

Item # 749



To: County Manager Carl Classen 
 
From: Commissioner Richard 
 
Date: October 28, 2013 
 
Sir, 
 
Section 2 of Session Law 2013-181, House Bill 290 and Session Laws 1971, Chapter 335 state 
the Airport Authority shall consist of 5 members.  Upon occurrence of any vacancy, said 
vacancy shall be filled within 60 days after notice thereof at a regular meeting of the Board of 
Commissioners.  My letter date of August 08, 2013 informs you, the other County 
Commissioners and County Attorney Richard Williams that I decline to serve as an Airport 
Authority member.  The 60 days have now expired and the November 4, 2013 meeting would be 
the mandated meeting to fill said vacancy. 
 
       Thank you, 
 
 
       Commissioner Richard 
 
copies: Hazel Haynes 
 County Commissioners 
 County Attorney Richard Williams 
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Regular Meeting 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
November 4, 2013, 6:00 PM 

 

 

Subject: Award for Finance Office

Department: Governing Body

Summary: Rutherford County's Finance Office has received a Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting for the 24th consecutive year.  It is the highest 
form of recognition in government and financial reporting. 

Budget: NA

Action Needed for 
Approval:

Congratulate Finance Officer Paula Roach and all of the staff in the Rutherford 
County Finance Office. 

Attachments / click to download

Agenda Submittal Form. 

Notice of Certificate of Achievement

Cover Memo
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Regular Meeting 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
November 4, 2013, 6:00 PM 

 

 

Subject: Budget Amendments - November 4, 2013

Department: Governing Body

Summary: Budget amendments are presented for the Board's consideration. 
  
The Detention Center's 250-gallon water heater broke and poured water into the 
facility.  After review of the existing unit and consideration of alternatives (e.g. 
tankless system), it is felt replacement is most dependable and a new one more 
energy efficient. 

Budget: NA

Action Needed for 
Approval:

Approve budget amendments. 

Contact Information: Paula Roach, Finance Director 
287-6348 
paula.roach@rutherfordcountync.gov 

Attachments / click to download

Agenda Submittal Form. 

Budget Amendments November 4, 2013

Cover Memo
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Regular Meeting 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
November 4, 2013, 6:00 PM 

 

 

Subject: Grassroots 2013-2014 Grant Award

Department: Governing Body

Summary: The GrassRoots committee members met on October 8 to discuss the allocation of 
the GrassRoots Award which was $17,495.  The committee's recommendation is 
on the following page. 

Budget: NA

Action Needed for 
Approval:

Approve recommendations of committee. 

Contact Information: Raeann Turner, Deputy Finance Director 
287-6087 
raeann.turner@rutherfordcountync.gov 
  

Attachments / click to download

Agenda Submittal Form. 

GrassRoots 2013-2014 Grant Award Recommendations

Cover Memo
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From: Carl Classen
To: Raeann Turner; Paula Roach; Hazel Haynes
Subject: RE: Recommended 2013-2014 GrassRoots
Date: Thursday, October 17, 2013 11:52:55 AM

From: Raeann Turner 
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2013 11:12 AM
To: Paula Roach; Carl Classen
Subject: Recommended 2013-2014 GrassRoots
 
Carl/Paula  – The following GrassRoots committee members met on Oct. 8, 2013; Russell Wicker, Gordon Pendarvis, Frankie McWhorter,
Jerry Stensland and Debra Keller. The following recommendations were made to appropriate the GrassRoots award of $17,495.00:
 

2013 - 2014 GrassRoots 10/8/2013

GrassRoots Grant Award 17495
Less Multi-Cultural 2188 To be determined
Recommended SubGrant
Awards to be Appropriated 15307

Award
Chamber Consort 0.00
Rutherford Community
Theater

4,800.00
First payment $2400. $1200 payments once
a performance is completed and reported.

 

Symphony of RC 5,000.00  
Rutherford Life Services 2,400.00
Visual Artists Guild 2,500.00  
 14,700.00  

 

GrassRoots Balance To
be appropriated 607.00

 
 
 
 
RaeAnn Turner
Rutherford County
Deputy Finance Director
828-287-6087
 
 

Pursuant to North Carolina General Statutes, Chapter 132,et.seq., this electronic mail message and any attachment
hereto, as well as any electronic mail message(s) that may be sent in response to it may be considered public record and
as such are subject to requests for review.
 

Pursuant to North Carolina General Statutes, Chapter 132,et.seq., this electronic mail message and any attachment
hereto, as well as any electronic mail message(s) that may be sent in response to it may be considered public record and
as such are subject to requests for review.
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Regular Meeting 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
November 4, 2013, 6:00 PM 

 

 

Subject: Biggerstaff Hanging Tree Property

Department: Governing Body

Summary: An update on the Biggerstaff Hanging Tree Property will be provided to the 
Board. 

Budget: NA

Action Needed for 
Approval:

Discussion. 

Contact Information: Danny Searcy, Public Works and Planning Director 
287-6300 
danny.searcy@rutherfordcountync.gov 

Attachments / click to download

Agenda Submittal Form. 

Cover Memo
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Regular Meeting 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
November 4, 2013, 6:00 PM 

 

 

Subject: Appointments to the Mental Health Consolidated Entity Board

Department: Governing Body

Summary: Attached is the slate of nominees to serve on the board of the newly-created 
consolidated entity made up from the merger of the Smoky Mountain Center and 
Western Highlands Network.  The slate of nominees meets the new statutory 
maximum of 21 members; 13 of which are not County representatives.  The 
remaining eight County representatives are divided equally between former 
Western Highlands and former Smoky counties. 

Budget: NA

Action Needed for 
Approval:

Approve slate of nominees. 

Contact Information: Carl Classen, County Manager 
287-6060 
carl.classen@rutherfordcountync.gov 

Attachments / click to download

Agenda Submittal Form. 

Mental Health Appointments Update

Board Composition Western Highlands Smoky

Memo to County Managers re Slate of Officers

Proposed Slate of Officers

Cover Memo
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: MANAGERS AND COMMISSIONERS OF ALEXANDER, ALLEGHENY, 
ASHE, AVERY, CALDWELL, CHEROKEE, CLAY, GRAHAM, HAYWOOD, 
JACKSON, MACON, MCDOWELL, SWAIN, WATAUGA, WILKES, 
BUNCOMBE, HENDERSON, MADISON, MITCHELL, POLK, 
RUTHERFORD, TRANSYLVANIA AND YANCEY COUNTIES 
 

FROM: RICK FRENCH, CHAIR, SMOKY MOUNTAIN CENTER BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
 

SUBJECT: SLATE OF PROPOSED BOARD MEMBERS IN COMPLIANCE WITH 
N.C.G.S. § 122C-118.1  
 

DATE: OCTOBER 30, 2013 
  

You will find attached a slate of Proposed Board Member Nominations for Smoky 
Mountain Center (SMC). This proposed slate represents the diligent efforts of the Executive 
Committee of the SMC Board, with representation from the Western Highlands Network 
(WHN) Board, to create a proposal for the reconstituted Board of Directors, as required by  
N.C.G.S. § 122C-118.1, which was passed during the 2012 N.C. Legislative Session. 

Although the previous board composition statute allowed up to 30 members to serve 
on the board of an Area Authority, the current statute limits an Area Authority Board to 21 
voting members. Further the current statute dictates the criteria for appointing 13 of the 
members of an Area Authority Board.  SMC is required to appoint a Board of Directors that 
is in compliance with § 122C-118.1., Structure of area board, which provides as follows: 

“(a) An area board shall have no fewer than 11 and no more than 21 voting 
members. The board of county commissioners, or the boards of county 
commissioners within the area, shall appoint members consistent with the 
requirements provided in subsection (b) of this section.”[13 categories of members 
specified in subsection (b).] “The process for appointing members shall ensure 
participation from each of the constituent counties of a multicounty area authority. 
If the board or boards fail to comply with the requirements of subsection (b) of this 
section, the Secretary shall appoint the unrepresented category.” 

All other Area Authorities (LME/MCOs) in the State of North Carolina have newly 
constituted boards in place as of October 1, 2013, the statutory deadline for compliance. 
SMC, because it has been consolidated with WHN as a single LME/MCO, was given an 
extension of time within the statute (as amended in 2013 by HB399) to comply with the new 
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board composition requirements. The SMC Board of Directors must be reconstituted 
no later than 30 days following the DHHS Secretary�s approval of the SMC-WHN 
Consolidation Agreement. It is expected that the Secretary will formally approve the SMC-
WHN Consolidation Agreement this week.  

At its regular meeting on October 24, 2013, the SMC Board of Directors voted to 
request that each county within the consolidated 23 county catchment area consider and 
approve this slate of Proposed Board Member Nominations. Please make every effort to 
consider this at each of your next scheduled County Commission meetings. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

 If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
rfrench@ alexandercountync.gov or at (828) 632-9332, ext. 203. 
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From: Carl Classen
To: Julius Owens; Bill Eckler; Bo Richard; Eddie Holland; Greg Lovelace
Cc: Hazel Haynes; Richard Williams; John Carroll; Jimmy Hines; Cindy Buck; Chris Francis; Kerry Giles
Subject: Western Highlands Update
Date: Saturday, October 05, 2013 8:14:30 AM

Dear Commissioners -

At yesterday's Western Highlands Board meeting, the Board approved what are expected to be the last
of the consolidation documents with Smoky Mountain Center.  The new entity does not have a name but
will receive one when the new Consolidate dEntity Board is established, which is required within thirty
days of the signed agreements.  The Smoky board has already approved the agreements so the
signatures should be a formality at this point.

Per discussion at the September Commissioners meeting, State law limits the new board to 21
members, 13 of which are delimited by State law to essentially family or provider representatives. The
remaining 8 are undesignated and are proposed to be representative of the 23 counties making up the
Western/Smoky area agency.  The current proposal is that the initial board will contain 4 county
managers from the former Smoky area and four from the former Western area.

The Legislature also authorized something called a County Commissioners Advisory Committee to which
each County may appoint one Commissioner..

Several counties are already petitioning the Legislature to change the Board representation statute to
include, at a minimum, representation from each County or Board of Commissioners.

 As emailed you earlier this week, there will be a meeting in Asheville the evening of October 16 to
discuss the method for nominating this new Board.  Plead let me know if you would like to attend.

The slate of the new Consolidated Board will be on the November County Commissioners agenda so as
to meet the 30-day deadline under State law for making appointments to the new Consolidated Entity
Board.

Lastly, during yesterday's meeting, I asked whether the Rutherford County dissolution funds are
carrying through to Smoky's books and into the new Consolidated entity, I was assured that was
happening.

Please contact me with any questions.

Carl

Carl Classen
828-287-6060
carl.classen@rutherfordcountync.gov

Pursuant to North Carolina General Statutes, Chapter 132,et.seq., this electronic mail message and any
attachment hereto, as well as any electronic mail message(s) that may be sent in response to it may be
considered public record and as such are subject to requests for review.
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From: Carl Classen
To: Julius Owens; Bill Eckler; Bo Richard; Eddie Holland; Greg Lovelace
Cc: Hazel Haynes; Richard Williams; John Carroll; Jimmy Hines
Subject: FW: Board Composition - Western Highlands/Smoky
Date: Monday, October 28, 2013 4:57:58 AM

Dear Commissioners -

The Smoky Board has concurred with the Western Highlands Board on the composition of an initial
Board for the new Western/Smoky consolidated Board.  A summary of the Smoky Board's discussion and
all the counties' frustration with the current law is outlined below by Western Chairman/Mitchell County
Manager Charles Vines. The new Board is thought to be an interim board in hopes that next year the
Legislature will change the law to allow each of the member counties a vote on the Board.

This slate for the interim board will be on the Commissioners November Agenda.

Please contact me with any questions.

Carl

Carl Classen
County Manager, Rutherford County
office:  828-287-6060
carl.classen@rutherfordcountync.gov
www.rutherfordcountync.gov

Pursuant to North Carolina General Statutes, Chapter 132,et.seq., this electronic mail message and any
attachment hereto, as well as any electronic mail message(s) that may be sent in response to it may be
considered public record and as such are subject to requests for review.
________________________________________
From: Charles Vines [manager@mitchell.main.nc.us]
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2013 9:44 AM
To: Artie Wilson; 'Mandy Stone'; Carl Classen; 'Joe Martin'; mpittman@polknc.org
Subject: Board Composition

Good morning to all,

Yesterday the executive committee/transition team met for 2 hours prior to the SMC Board Meeting at
4:30 pm which let out at 8 pm.  At the executive/transition meeting there was a lengthily discussion of
the slate of directors for SMC to be forwarded to the 23 Boards of Commissioners.  It was decided that
the slate of directors with a couple of changes one from CFAC and adding Marche Pittman (Polk County)
for Artie Wilson as one of the WHN four nomination that was proposed by Michael Lavender/Artie
Wilson at the last combine meeting we had with county commissioners last week would be forwarded to
the SMC Board.   There was about a 2 ½ hour discussion with those in attendance yesterday afternoon
and last night.  A motion was made by Judy Poe to nominate to the 23 county commissioner boards the
21 names plus a recommendation to the Secretary (Ed Tarleton) as a suggestion for the Secretary’s
appointment and was seconded by Larry Cox and the motion carried by a vote of 12 to 11.   SMC will
send out these names to the counties  next week for consideration and approval.  There is indication
that the Secretary will signed the merger documents before by the end of October.  This means the new
board must be in place 30 days after her signature.

I was given time at the meeting to speak to those present about how the process has gone between
SMC and WHN.  I stated that my opinion was very well and the professionalism of the Smoky Mountain
CEO and staff was great.  During the transition the staff took holt of the situation and moved forward to
make the transition as smooth as possible with the least interruption with the staff, to include making
sure those who needed services came first.  I also spoke to the situation about the board composition
that the responsibilities for the current composition was established by our legislative body and since
this is currently the law we must abide by it or if the LMC or MCO does not comply with the composition
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then the Secretary of DHHS has the authority to appoint the board.  It is apparent that none of the
WHN/SMC counties does not like the current proposed composition of the board by the legislators
because they are concerned about accountable.  There was some very good discussion but mostly the
displeasure with the State because every county did not have representation on the board.

During the Finance meeting yesterday it was stated by Lisa Slusher that the amended budget to include
WHN funding from Oct – Sept 2014 for the Fiscal Year was going to be three hundred and five million
dollars.  I believe this is what is driving the discussion as to why the counties don’t have representation
on the SMC Board as a voting member.

I will continue to keep you updated as the progress of the SMC Board and once we get official notice
from the Secretary about WHN being dissolved.  In early November I will call a Special Meeting (Annual
Meeting) to appoint officers for the coming year or until such time we dissolve WHN.  The nomination
committee has finished their work and is ready to make a recommendation to the board but we can’t
until November.

Have a wonderful weekend.

Charles E. Vines
Mitchell County Manager
26 Crimson Laurel Circle
Suite 1
Bakersville, NC 28705

(Office) 828 537-1393
(Cell) 828 467-0083

Pursuant to NC G. S. 132-1, any email sent to and from this email account may be subject to the North
Carolian Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.
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attachment hereto, as well as any electronic mail message(s) that may be sent in response to it may be
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Regular Meeting 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
November 4, 2013, 6:00 PM 

 

 

Subject: Resolution - Smoky Mountains Governance

Department: Governing Body

Summary: The North Carolina General Assembly recently adopted NCGS §122C-118.1 - 
Structure of area board. The statute states that “An area board shall have no fewer 
than 11 and no more than 21 voting members.”   
  
Because the newly consolidated Smokey Mountain Mental Health Authority is 
comprised of 23 member counties, the impact of this statute effectively prevents 
each county from having the ability to appoint a member to represent their 
county.  
  
The Board is requested to adopt a Resolution, requesting the General Assembly 
amend the law, removing the limitation of twenty one (21) members.  

  

Budget: NA

Action Needed for 
Approval:

Approve resolution. 

Contact Information: Carl Classen, County Manager 
287-6060 
carl.classen@rutherfordcountync.gov 

Attachments / click to download

Agenda Submittal Form. 

Resolution Smoky Mountains Governance

Cover Memo
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RESOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS,  NCGS 122C-118.1 Structure of area board - limits the membership of area 
   mental  health authority boards to twenty one voting members; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the newly consolidated Smokey Mountain Mental Health Authority is  
  constituted of twenty three Western North Carolina counties; and 
  
WHEREAS,  NCGS 122C-118.1 effectively prevents each member county   
   from appointing and being represented by an individual selected   
   by the County Commissioners of each member county; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the need for the equitable and effective representation of all constituents  
   served  by the Smokey Mountain Mental Health Authority, as well as  
   potentially other mental health authorities throughout the State in the near  
   future is self evident;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners respectfully requests that the North Carolina General Assembly amend the law to 
remove the limitation of twenty one members and replace that with language allowing each 
Board of County Commissioners to appoint a representative of their choosing. 
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to Senator Hise 
and to Representative Hager. 
         
Adopted this ___ day of ________, 2013.   
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Regular Meeting 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
November 4, 2013, 6:00 PM 

 

 

Subject: Bid Tab and Letter of Recommendation for Grey Rock Project 7 and Parts of 
Projects 8 and 9 Paving

Department: Governing Body

Summary: The bid tab and letter of recommendation for Grey Rock Project 7 and Parts of 
Projects 8 and 9 Paving is attached. 

Budget: NA

Action Needed for 
Approval:

Approve recommended bid tab and ranking for Grey Rock Project 7 and Parts of 
Projects 8 and 9 Paving and authorize the County Manager to execute contracts 
and other documents in support of the Board's action. 

Contact Information: Danny Searcy, Planning and Public Works Director 
287-6300 
danny.searcy@rutherfordcountync.gov 

Attachments / click to download

Agenda Submittal Form. 

Bid Tab and Letter of Recommendation for Grey Rock Projects 7 8 and 9
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Regular Meeting 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
November 4, 2013, 6:00 PM 

 

 

Subject: Tax Collector's Report - November 4, 2013

Department: Governing Body

Summary: NA

Budget: NA

Action Needed for 
Approval:

Contact Information: Clair Hubbard, Interim Tax Administrator 
287-6214 
clair.hubbard@rutherfordcountync.gov 

Attachments / click to download

Agenda Submittal Form. 

Tax Collector's Report - November 4, 2013

Cover Memo
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	Section 5311
	Source of Funds 	               			  Amount
	TO:
	MANAGERS AND COMMISSIONERS OF ALEXANDER, ALLEGHENY, ASHE, AVERY, CALDWELL, CHEROKEE, CLAY, GRAHAM, HAYWOOD, JACKSON, MACON, MC

	FROM:
	RICK FRENCH, CHAIR, SMOKY MOUNTAIN CENTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS

	SUBJECT:
	SLATE OF PROPOSED BOARD MEMBERS IN COMPLIANCE WITH N.C.G.S. § 122C-118.1

	DATE:
	O
	OCTOBER 30, 2013




