
Board of Commissioners

Rutherford County

Meeting Agenda

Office Building

289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

Commission Chambers6:00 PMMonday, December 2, 2013

I.  Call to Order

A.  Pledge of Allegiance

Election of ChairmanB.

Election of Vice ChairmanC.

D.  Agenda Approval

II.  Public Comments

Citizens who wish to speak must register with the Human Resources Director who will 

be located in the Board Meeting Room. Comments should be limited to three (3) 

minutes. Written comments submitted prior to the Board meeting will be copied and 

distributed to the County Commissioners.

III.  Public Hearings

Community Development Block Grant Program Public HearingA.

Public Hearing NoticeAttachments:

IV.  Consent Agenda

Minutes of October 7, 2013A.

20131007 minutesAttachments:

Minutes of Special Meeting of October 29, 2013B.

20131029minutesAttachments:

Minutes of Special Meeting of November 1, 2013C.

20131101minutesAttachments:

Minutes of November 4, 2013D.

20131104MinutesAttachments:
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December 2, 2013Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda

Tax Refunds for December, 2013E.

Tax Refunds Releases Dec 2 2013Attachments:

Approval of BondsF.

V.  Commissioners/Appointments

Proclamation for Mary T. Cole's Retirement from the Department of 

Social Services

A.

Proclamation Mary ColeAttachments:

AppointmentsB.

Appointment ListAttachments:

VI.  Commissioner Reports

Tourism Development Authority UpdateA.

VII.  Old Business

VIII.  New Business

Budget Amendments December 2013A.

Budget Amendments Dec 2013Attachments:

Ambulance Bids for Type II and Type III AmbulancesB.

Bids on AmbulancesAttachments:

Resolution Requesting that Highway 221 Become a Secondary Road in 

the Town of Rutherfordton When Bypass is Completed

C.

Rutherfordton Resolution US 221Attachments:

A Resolution Awarding Sergeant Don Huckabee Service Revolver.D.

Resolution for Sergeant Don Huckabee

North Carolina General Statute 20-187.2

Attachments:

Meeting Schedule for 2014E.

Meeting Schedule

NCGS 153A 40

Attachments:

Rutherford County Farmers' MarketF.

Farmers Market Agenda SummaryAttachments:
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December 2, 2013Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda

Ruth School Adaptive Re-Use Plan ProjectG.

Change in Rules of Procedure for Rutherford County Board of 

Commissioners

H.

Queen's Gap Project 2 Road Construction and Grading ContractI.

Resolution for Industrial Development Fund Grant ApplicationJ.

Resolution for IDF Grant ApplicationAttachments:

Resolution to Support Application of Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc.K.

Resolution of Support - TrelleborgAttachments:

Creation of Foreign Trade Zone by Charlotte Regional PartnershipL.

Charlotte Regional Partnership InformationAttachments:

Periodic Financial ReviewM.

X.  Information

Tax Collector’s Report for December 2, 2013A.

Tax Collector Report Dec 2 2013Attachments:

XI.  Adjournment

RUTHERFORD COUNTY IS COMMITTED TO FULL COMPLIANCE WITH THE 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT STANDARDS. TRANSLATION SERVICES, 

ASSISTANCE OR ACCOMMODATION REQUESTS FROM PERSONS WITH 

DISABILITIES ARE TO BE REQUESTED NOT LESS THAN 3 WORKING DAYS 

BEFORE THE DAY OF THE EVENT. PLEASE CALL (828) 287-6045.
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The Daily Courier: 
 
The ad must appear in the non-legal, non-classified section of the paper. 
 
The ad must appear in the form of a “block ad” 
 
The ad must be published on  Thursday, November 21, 2013 
 
Please bill:  Rutherford County 289 N. Main Street Rutherfordton NC 28139 
Attention: Paula Roach, Finance Director    
    
Notice of Public Hearing 
 
Rutherford County will hold a public hearing on Monday, December 2, 2013 beginning 
at 6:00 pm. The meeting will be held at held at the County Annex Building 289 N. Main 
Street, Rutherfordton, North Carolina.     
 
The purpose of the hearing will be to discuss funds available through the Community 
Development Block Grant program, specifically the Infrastructure category. The purpose 
of the Infrastructure category is to improve the quality of life in a residential targeted area 
or a local government jurisdiction by using CDBG Funds to eliminate severe water and 
wastewater problems with health and environmental consequences.   

CDBG Applications will be funded based on severity of need, percent of LMI 
households, feasibility of the project and established priorities. Income surveys will be 
required with the application. 

CDBG funds are provided to the state by the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). They are administered at the state level by the NC Department of 
Commerce through the Division of Community Investment and the Commerce Finance 
Center.  
 
Accommodations for the disabled are available upon request prior to the meeting. Please 
contact Judy Toney at 828) 287-6060 if you need assistance.   
 
Esta información está disponible en español o cualquier otra lengua a petición.  Por favor 
contacto en Judy Toney (828) 287-6060. 

 
 
 
 



Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
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File #: ID 13-029, Version: 1

Minutes of October 7, 2013

Subject: Minutes of October 7, 2013

Department: County Commission

Summary:

Budget:

Recommended Motion:

Approve minutes of regular meeting of October 7, 2013.

Contact Information:

Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board
287-6045
hazel.haynes@rutherfordcountync.gov
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF RUTHERFORD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
HELD AT THE LAKE LURE MUNICIPAL CENTER, LAKE LURE, NORTH CAROLINA ON 
OCTOBER 7, 2013 AT 6:00 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: CHAIRMAN JULIUS OWENS 
  VICE CHAIRMAN WILLIAM ECKLER 
  EDDIE HOLLAND 
  GREG LOVELACE 
  ROGER RICHARD 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 Chairman Owens called the meeting of the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners to 
order.  Commissioner Lovelace led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

AGENDA APPROVAL 
 
 Commissioner Lovelace moved that the agenda for the October 7, 2013 County 
Commissioners’ meeting be approved.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded the motion. The motion 
passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no 
Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Ms. Amy Drum asked that the Board reconsider a decision to relocate the Haynes Library to 
Cliffside.  The library had been located in Cliffside originally, but had been moved to Henrietta when 
the Haynes Memorial Building which had housed the library had been demolished.  Ms. Drum had 
offered a building which she owns in Cliffside as a home for the library, but the offer had been 
declined.   She asked that the Commissioners allow the library to return to its original home in 
Cliffside. 
 
 Mr. Boyce Abernathy discussed transparency in Rutherford County government.  He asked 
that he be placed on the November County Commissioners agenda to discuss the need for a yearly 
and monthly report to the citizens telling them of the profit or loss for the Rutherford County Airport, 
the Emergency Medical Services, and the Solid Waste Department.   
 
 Commissioner Richard asked that Mr. Abernathy be placed on the November County 
Commissioners’ agenda. 
 
 Mr. Aaron Vassey spoke to the Board regarding a petition that had been signed by a number 
of citizens supporting the naming of two separate bridges in Rutherford County in honor of Captain 
Roy Huskey and Sergeant Owen Messersmith who were employed with the Rutherford County 
Sheriff’s Department and were killed in the line of duty on May 31, 1979.  The signage of each bridge 
costs $2,000.  The North Carolina Department of Transportation will fund half of this amount.  He 
asked that the additional funding of $1,000 per bridge be funded by Rutherford County. 
 
 Ms. Betty Frye told the Board that there is a problem in Rutherford County in taking care of 
those suffering from mental illness.  A place is needed for those who have stopped their medication 
that is safe and that would be available to them until a bed is available in a psychiatric hospital.  
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Families are not equipped to deal with this problem.  She asked for an appointment with the County 
Manager. 
 
 Mr. Ken McAlear provided material to the Board regarding the national debt which he said is 
$17 trillion.  He appealed to everyone to write their Congressman asking that the national debt be 
paid.  He also reiterated that the national debt ceiling should not be raised. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Commissioner Lovelace moved that the Consent Agenda be approved.  Vice Chairman Eckler 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, 
and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no 
Commissioners absent.  
 
 The consent agenda included: 
 

• Minutes of August 5, 2013 Special Meeting 
• Minutes of September 9, 2013 
• Minutes of September 18, 2013 Special Meeting 
• Tax Refunds and Releases - October 7, 2013 (A copy of the Tax Refunds and Releases 

is typed in the Minute Book.) 
 

APPOINTMENT/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION/DISTRICT 5 
 
 Chairman Owens moved to approve the appointment of Mr. John Moore to the EDC from 
District 5.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners 
Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no 
Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

APPOINTMENT/PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 Commissioner Lovelace moved to approve Mr. Justin Conner as a member of the Rutherford 
County Planning Commission from District 2.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no 
Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
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APPOINTMENTS TO FIRE DEPARTMENT BOARDS OF TRUSTEES FOR FIREMEN'S RELIEF 

FUND   
 
 Vice Chairman Eckler moved to approve the recommended members to certain fire 
department boards of trustees for firemen’s relief funds.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard 
voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

Fire Department Recommended Appointee Term Expires Recommending 
Party 

Bostic Keith Dobbins  
Angie Ownbey  

December 31, 2014 
December 31, 2015 

Bostic Fire 
Department 
Board of 
Directors 

Forest City Dennis Matheny 
Yates H. Eaker, D.D.S. 

December 31, 2014 
December 31, 2015 

Forest City Fire 
Department 
Board of 
Directors 

Lake Lure Blaine Cox 
Sam Karr 

December 31, 2014 
December 31, 2015 

Lake Lure Fire 
Department 
Board of 
Directors 

Spindale Billy Conner 
Justin Clint Walker 

December 31, 2014 
December 31, 2015 

Spindale Fire 
Department 
Board of 
Directors 

Fairfield Ruth Ann Marsh (replace 
Tom Pawelko who is 
having health problems.) 

December 31, 2015 Fairfield Fire 
Department 
Board of 
Directors 

 
APPLIED SCIENCES CENTER/COMMISSIONERS OWENS AND ECKLER 

 
 Chairman Owens spoke about the role in education that had traditionally been called 
vocational education and is presently called applied sciences.  This has become increasingly 
important due to high-tech manufacturing jobs and the specialized knowledge and skills required to 
design, operate, and maintain modern manufacturing equipment.  Recent discussions at the State 
and local level have sought to find a cost-effective way to best train Rutherford County students to 
take advantage of these career opportunities and to educate skilled employees for current and future 
local manufacturers.   

 
 Vice Chairman Eckler moved to direct the County Manager to work with the School 
Superintendent and the President of Isothermal Community College to discuss, investigate, and 
report back to the County Commissioners on creating an Applied Sciences Center that will prepare 
Rutherford County students for trade and technical careers serving industry in Rutherford County and 
surrounding region. He further moved to direct and authorize the County Manager to apply for and 
execute grant funding to further the discussion and investigation of an Applied Sciences Center. 
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Commissioner Lovelace  seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, 
Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners 
excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

PROCLAMATION/BECHTLER GOLD DAY 
 
 Ms. Michelle Yelton, representing the newly-developed Tourism Asset Foundation requested 
that the Board proclaim October 17 as "Bechtler Gold Day" in Rutherford County. This is part of a 
fund raising effort by the Foundation. 
  
 Commissioner Lovelace moved to approve the proclamation. Vice Chairman Eckler seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard 
voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

Bechtler Gold Day in Rutherford County, N.C. 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Rutherfordton in Rutherford County is home to Christopher Bechtler 
who minted America's first one-dollar gold coin in 1832 (17 years before the U.S. Mint) and 
increased Rutherford County's historic significance and gave it recognition on a national scale. 
 
WHEREAS, Rutherford County is part of North Carolina's rich gold history that is attractive to 
tourists, students and residents. 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Rutherfordton's 225th anniversary in 2012 resulted in the opening of 
The Bechtler House, currently privately owned, as a heritage center and also the renovation and 
opening of The Bechtler Mint Site. 
 
WHEREAS, the American Numismatic Society agreed to loan the original Bechtler coin press to 
the Town of Rutherfordton to display in The Bechtler House Heritage Center on a renewable 
five-year loan. 
 
WHEREAS, the 2012 premier of the UNC-TV documentary, "Gold Fever & the Bechtler Mint' 
attracted nearly 1, 000 attendees to Rutherfordton. 
 
WHEREAS, other organizations in the county, such as Rutherford Town Revitalization, have 
produced gold coin replicas to sell as souvenirs due to growing interest and pride in our 
County's Bechtler legacy. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Julius Owens, Chairman of the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners, on behalf of the Rutherford County Commissioners, do hereby proclaim 
October 17 as "Bechtler Gold Day' in Rutherford County, North Carolina, and call upon 
Rutherford County residents to celebrate, participate and promote heritage and culture in our 
community. 
 
PROCLAIMED this 7th day of October, 2013. 
 

CAPTAIN ROY HUSKEY AND SERGEANT OWEN MESSERSMITH/MEMORIAL BRIDGES 
 

The Board had received a request to name two bridges in Rutherford County in honor of 
Captain Roy Huskey and Captain Owen Messersmith who were employees of the Rutherford County 
Sheriff’s Department and killed in the line of duty on May 31, 1979. Three law enforcement officers 
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were killed on that day, but a bridge was previously named in honor of North Carolina Trooper Pete 
Peterson. A resolution required by NCDOT for the renaming of bridges was included with the 
information provided to the Board.   
 
 If the resolution is approved by the Board and the NCDOT, the signage for each bridge is 
$2,000 per bridge.  Half of the $2,000 would be paid by the state.  It was requested that the Board of 
Commissioners pay the additional $1,000 per sign. 
 
 Commissioner Richard moved to approve the resolution and the budget amendment 
approving the county’s contribution.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no 
Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

Resolution Requesting that the North Carolina Department of Transportation Dedicate 
and Name Bridge 2169 on US Hwy 74 Bypass in Honor of Captain Roy Huskey and Bridge 

2213 on US Hwy 74 in Honor of Sgt. Owen Messersmith 
 

WHEREAS, Captain Roy Huskey had served in the Rutherford County Sheriff’s Office for 12 
year in 1979; and 
 
WHEREAS, Sgt. Owen Messersmith had served in the Rutherford County Sheriff’s Office for 4-
1/2 years in 1979; and 
 
WHEREAS, On May 31, 1979, Captain Roy Huskey and Sgt. Owen Messersmith answered a 
domestic disturbance call; and 
 
WHEREAS, during the course of performing their duties in response to this call, these two brave 
men lost their lives; and 
 
WHEREAS, in a profession where death is always present, these two officers reported for work 
on May 31, 1979, but never returned home; and 
 
WHEREAS, Captain Roy Huskey and Sgt. Owen Messersmith gave their lives to protect the 
citizens of Rutherford County. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners 
hereby recommend honoring Captain Roy Huskey by requesting that the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation dedicate and name Bridge 2169 which is on US 74 Bypass in 
Rutherford County, North Carolina in honor of Captain Roy Huskey.. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners hereby recommend honoring Sgt. Owen Messersmith by requesting that the 
North Carolina Department of Transportation dedicate and name Bridge 2213 which is on US 74 
in Rutherford County, North Carolina in honor of Sgt. Owen Messersmith. 
Adopted this the 7th day of October, 2012. 

 
RECORDS RETENTION SCHEDULE 

 
The Department of Cultural Resources has added amendments to the Record Retention 

Schedules for the following departments: County Management, Revenue, and Register of Deeds. 
These had been submitted to the Commissioners for their approval in order to begin using these new 
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amendments along with their corresponding retention schedules. 

 
Commissioner Lovelace moved to approve the records retention schedules for the County 

Manager, the Revenue Department, and the Register of Deeds.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, and Lovelace voting aye; 
Commissioner Richard voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  

 
BUDGET AMENDMENTS 

 
 Isothermal Community College had submitted two equipment requests to be funded from their 
capital funds. To maintain their grounds, a lawnmower (approximately $5,000) and a tractor and bush 
hog ($28,192.93) are needed. Total budget is $33,200.  
 

Also, a narrative was included in the agenda explaining how the County will be handling 
financing for tax foreclosures. The Rutherford County Finance Office will be using a similar process 
for all foreclosure proceedings, including those at Queens Gap and Grey Rock, mortgage style and in 
rem foreclosures. To process documentation and record the deed in the name of Rutherford County, 
the Finance Office will need to prepare checks to the Clerk's Office, Revenue Department and the 
Register of Deeds or to the Attorney's Trust Account for the disbursements to be made. A copy of the 
documentation will be stored in the Finance Office. 

 
The transaction does not require a budget amendment because when complete, Rutherford 

County will have the majority of the funds back (through the payment of ad valorem taxes) and will 
have the asset (land) on the books as Held for Sale — In Rem Property, Held for Sale—Queens Gap 
Property, Held for Sale-Grey Rock Property and Held for Sale — Mortgage Style Foreclosure 
Property. Due to the number of transactions anticipated to be completed in the upcoming months, the 
Finance Office asked to document the procedure and inform the Commissioners of how they will be 
handled.  Budget amendments will not be needed except for legal fees. 

 
Rutherford County Schools is applying for a School Resource Officer Matching Grant 

from the Department of Public Instruction which is due October 11, 2013. The Sheriff’s Office 
and the School Board are working closely to complete the application in the next few days. 
Through the grant, a new position would be funded and an existing Sheriff’s Office position 
would be used as the matching funds. No additional funding from the County would be needed, 
if awarded. A budget amendment will be submitted once the School Board receives notification 
of an award 
 

Vice Chairman Eckler moved to approve the budget amendments.  Commissioner Holland 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, and 
Lovelace voting aye; Commissioner Richard voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no 
Commissioners absent  
 

 
Expense Revenue 

GENERAL FUND     
      
Sheriff - Canine Supplies  $  8,000    
Sheriff Donations    $  8,000  
*donation received from Ultimate Textiles for the purpose of purchasing a new     
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Expense Revenue 

K-9 

      
Sheriff - Project Lifesaver  $   10    
Project Lifesaver Donations    $   10  
*donations received     
      
Farmers Market - Operating Supplies/Refrigeration System  $  4,456    
Library - Facebook Grant  $ 720    
Fund Balance Appropriated     $  5,176  
*carryforward June 30, 2013 project balances     
      
Library - Program Supplies  $       500    
Library Donations    $ 500  
*donation received from Friends of the Library for the Anniversary Celebration     
      
College - Capital Outlay  $  33,200    
Transfer from College Capital Projects Fund    $  33,200  
*appropriate funds for mowers - Rutherfordton campus ($5,000) and tractor with 
bush hog for Main      
Campus ($28,200)     
      
VEHICLE REPLACEMENT FUND     
      
Sheriff Narcotics - Sedan  $  21,000    
Sheriff Narcotics - Truck  $  25,000    
Sheriff Road Patrol - Sedans (MDTs)  $  25,881    
Sheriff Detention - Van  $    4,907    
Animal Control - Truck  $    9,534    
EMS - Ambulances (MDTs)  $  20,000    
Solid Waste - Reserve for Future Projects  $  46,000    
Fund Balance Appropriated    $    152,322  
*carryforward projects uncompleted as of June 30, 2013     
      
COLLEGE CAPITAL PROJECTS     
      
Transfer to General Fund - Capital Outlay  $   33,200    
Reserve for Future Projects  $ (33,200)   
*appropriate funds for mowers - Rutherfordton campus ($5,000) and tractor with 
bush hog for Main      
Campus ($28,200)     
      
DEBT SERVICE FUND     
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Expense Revenue 

      
2013 Limited Obligation Bonds, Series 2013    $ 9,790,000  
Distribution to Project Fund for Discharge of Contracts $9,712,123    
Cost of Issuance   $    77,877    
*Record budget for 2013 Refinancing - 2007 COPs/Rutherfordton Elementary 
(August 2013)     
      
Debt Service Expenditures - 2007 COPS School Portion  $  (50,589)   
Fund Balance Appropriated - Schools    $  (50,589) 
*adjustments to FY13-14 debt service payments as a result of 2013 Refinancing     
      
2013 General Obligation Bonds, Series 2013    $ 1,683,000  

Distribution to Project Fund for Discharge of Contracts 
 

$1,654,524    
Cost of Issuance   $  28,476    
*Record budget for 2013 Refinancing - 2003A and 2006 GO Bonds (August 
2013)     
      
Debt Service Expenditures - 2003A and 2006 GO Bonds  Portion  $  (13,655)   
Fund Balance Appropriated - Schools/Water-Sewer    $   (13,655) 
*adjustments to FY13-14 debt service payments as a result of 2013 Refinancing     
      

 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION - NCACC VIDEO 

 
 A short video was shown that was prepared by the North Carolina Association of County 
Commissioners.  The video included an introduction from NCACC President Ray Jeffers and 
featured NCACC staff updating Commissioners on Steering Committees and how Commissioners 
can participate.  Also included was an overview of an upcoming seminar on the Affordable Care Act 
and how it affects counties, as well as, the Association's Risk Management Services 
 

VEHICLE TAX APPEAL 
  
 The Revenue Department had received an appeal for a registered motor vehicle tax bill. The 
owner had filed the appeal in a timely manner, and it must be heard by the Board of Commissioners. 
 
 The Revenue Department recommended denying the request as it has been determined that 
the value placed on the vehicle by the Revenue Department is the fair market value of the vehicle as 
of January 1, 2013 which is the required appraisal date. 
 

Commissioner Lovelace made a motion to deny the appeal.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Lovelace, and Richard voting 
aye; Commissioner Holland not voting; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and 
no Commissioners absent.  
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WATER/SEWER INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 
 

At its 2013 Goals Setting Workshop, the Board of Commissioners made expansion of 
infrastructure one of its highest priorities. Responses to this goal included funding for the water line to 
the Airport and completion of pending water and sewer grants. Article VI of Appendix A, Rutherford 
County Code, calls for “a portion of the one cent sales tax” to be allocated to a water and sewer 
infrastructure program but, due to budget constraints, this allocation was ended with the FY2011-12 
budget ordinance. 
 

The financial constraints facing the County in preparing the FY2011-12 budget are no less 
today and even more challenging in many ways.  Further, the 12-13 General Assembly removed the 
water and sewer grant/loan-making authority from the Rural Center, Golden Leaf, Clean Water 
Management Trust Fund and SRF and placed all of those functions under a new entity within DENR 
referred to as the Rural Infrastructure Authority. The new Authority is supposed to begin operation in 
January 2014 but its rules and priorities have not yet been established. 
 

Given the changes at the State level and the budget constraints at the local level, funding for 
water and sewer line expansion is difficult. The County Manager has been discussing an idea among 
staff and utility providers that would use the framework of the existing Code but would be funded 
more on a “pay as you go” model. The model would call for the County to pay 50% or more of a 
project but 50% of all revenues (not just tap fees) would go towards payment back to the County. 
Payback should occur within a 10-year period, except in extraordinary cases. All projects would need 
approval by the governing board of the water and sewer provider and by the County Commissioners. 
Funds could be used to match State and federal grants so long as the utility provider has provided 
not less than 10% of the cost of the project in cash or other borrowing (not grant, in-kind, or 
otherwise). 

 
Capitalization of the water/sewer program would come from a set-aside of County reserves. 

Applications would be due in the winter/spring, reviewed by a technical committee, and presented to 
the Board of Commissioners during the budget process. Water and sewer projects that would be part 
of a County economic development agreement or other economic development incentive would not 
be subject to the budget process time frame. 
 

Manager Classen said he would review with water/sewer providers the aforementioned and 
request their input.  He would report back to the County Commissioners for further review. 

 
QUEEN’S GAP PROJECT 1/BID 

 
 A bid tab and ranking for Queen’s Gap Project 1 had been provided to the Board for their 
consideration.  Mr. David Odom of Odom Engineering recommended awarding the contract to the low 
bidder which was Clary Hood, Inc. in the amount of $897,560.40. 
 
 Bids were: 
 
 Clary Hood, Inc. $   897,560.40 
 Jerry T. Whitmire Grading, Inc. $1,182,528.05 
 Young and McQueen Grading Company, Inc. $1,317,525.55 
 
 Manager Classen said the low bid is slightly over budget; however, the largest two stream 
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crossings are included in this project. 
 
 Commissioner Richard moved to approve the low bid from Clary Hood, Inc.  Vice Chairman 
Eckler seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, 
Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no 
Commissioners absent.  
  

GREY ROCK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 4 PAVING 
 

The bid tab and ranking for Grey Rock Development Project 4 Paving had been provided to 
the Board for their consideration.  Mr. David Odom of Odom Engineering recommended that the 
contract be awarded to the lower bid by Harrison Construction Company in the amount of 
$175,778.46. 
 
 Commissioner Holland made a motion to approve the low bid.  Vice Chairman Eckler 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, 
and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no 
Commissioners absent.  
 
 Bids on the Grey Rock Development Project 4 were: 
 
 APAC-Harrison Construction Company $175,778.46 
 Roger Group $188,801.53 

Caldwell Construction Services $228,384.75 
 

SOLID WASTE CODE REVIEW 
 
 Following the FY 2013-2014 budget discussions and beginning in the summer, staff from the 
Solid Waste, Revenue, and Finance Departments have been meeting to review solid waste 
convenience site fee collections.  Their discussions and review have led to corresponding discussions 
about solid waste enforcement, solid waste hauling, and a general review of the existing County Code 
relating to Solid Waste (Chapter 25).  The Solid Waste chapter has not been substantially updated 
since the 1990’s and, over time, practices have been altered so the Code language and practices and 
current practices are not consistent with one another.  Staff will be reviewing the Solid Waste chapter 
and making recommendations to the Commissioners. 
 

RECYCLING/ENHANCED RECYCLING AND ELECTRONICS RECYCLING 
 
 Solid Waste Director James Kilgo provided an update to the Board on Enhanced Recycling 
and Electronics Recycling.  The Enhanced Recycling began on September 24.  The recyclable 
products are transported to Benfields in Mooresville.  Electronics have been wrapped and are waiting 
for pick up.  Mr. Kilgo stated that he believes the County has a good handle on the electronics 
recycling at this point. 
 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES/NC FAST 
 
 Social Services’ Director John Carroll provided an update to the Board on NC Fast which is 
new software being utilized by the Departments of Social Services across the state.  A soft launch 
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began about a year ago.  There have been glitches, but due to the foresight of staff at Rutherford 
County’s Department of Social Services, these have not been major.  NC Fast has proven to be very 
valuable in the Food and Nutrition Program.  The soft launch of Medicaid and Work First began on 
October 1. 
 

FEDERAL SHUTDOWN 
 

County Manager Classen addressed County programs that are impacted by the federal 
shutdown.  The county will continue to fund the Child Care Subsidy and other programs where funds 
are available with the hopes that Washington will reach a resolution shortly.  If necessary, budgets 
can be amended later in the year.  There is a working group that is addressing this issue and will 
continue to monitor and report on developments. 
 

REVENUE DEPARTMENT/UPDATE 
 
 County Manager Carl Classen gave the Board an update on the progress of the Revenue 
Department Project.  The project is on time and under budget.  A problem has arisen regarding the 
data migration, but the county is spending a lot of time and effort to make sure this works correctly.   
 
 Commissioner Richard asked if the County was continuing to do discovery notices.  When 
Manager Classen replied affirmatively, Commissioner Richard asked for a list of the notices.   
 
 Manager Classen said he was aware that some citizens had questions about the coefficient of 
dispersion.  Mr. Emmett Curl had agreed to conduct a public workshop and answer questions.   
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Vice Chairman Eckler made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Holland seconded the motion.  
The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; 
no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 
 8:05 P.M. - Adjourned. 
 
 
 
        _____________________________________ 
        Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
 
        _____________________________________ 
        Vice Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Commissioners 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HELD AT THE 
RUTHERFORD COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING  IN THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS' MEETING 
ROOM ON OCTOBER 29, 2013 AT 6:00 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: CHAIRMAN JULIUS OWENS 
  VICE CHAIRMAN WILLIAM ECKLER 
  EDDIE HOLLAND 
  ROGER RICHARD 
 
EXCUSED: GREG LOVELACE 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 Chairman Owens called the meeting to order.  Vice Chairman Eckler led in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 

COMMISSIONER LOVELACE/EXCUSED 
 
 Chairman Owens made a motion to excuse Commissioner Lovelace who could not be present.  
Vice Chairman Eckler seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, 
Holland, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and 
Commissioner Lovelace absent.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING/COMMERCIAL SOLAR FARM DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE 
 
 Planning Commission Member Ronnie Harrill told those present that this Commission learned 
in June that some solar farm developers were inquiring about large parcels of land in Rutherford 
County.  These parcels ranged from 40 to 400 acres.  Because the Planning Commission had a 
number of questions, a moratorium on commercial solar farms was recommended to the Board of 
Commissioners by the Planning Commission. 
 
 Mr. Jimmy Huffstickler, also a member of the Planning Commission, said a subcommittee was 
formed that researched the solar farm industry and contacted counties that regulated this industry.  
The subcommittee also participated in a solar forum, visited a commercial solar farm, and held a 
workshop seeking public input. 
 
 Planning Commission Member John Bittle said commercial solar farms point the way to 
cleaner energy.  The draft ordinance created would guide the growth in a safe manner. 
 
 Mr. Harrill recommended that the Board approve the ordinance presented. 
 
 6:24 P.M. - Vice Chairman Eckler made a motion that the Board open the Public 
Hearing regarding the commercial solar farm development ordinance.  Vice Chairman Eckler 
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seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, and Richard 
voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; Commissioner Lovelace excused; and no Commissioners 
absent.  
 
 Ms. Caroline Edwards, 991 Duncan Road, Rutherfordton, expressed her concern about the 
setback mentioned in the draft ordinance which was a minimum of 50 feet from all boundary lines. 
 
 6:27 P.M. - Chairman Owens made a motion to close the Public Hearing.  Vice 
Chairman Eckler seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, 
Holland, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; Commissioner Lovelace excused; and 
no Commissioners absent.  
 

SPECIAL MEETING/NOVEMBER 1, 2013 
 
 County Manager Carl Classen told the Board that in order for the Commercial Solar Farm 
Ordinance to pass on the first reading (first meeting), all members of the Board must be present and 
vote affirmatively.  Since Commissioner Lovelace is excused, an additional special meeting will be 
needed for the Board to make a decision on the ordinance.  Only a quorum is required at the second 
meeting.  Also, only a majority is required on the vote at the second meeting.   
 
 Vice Chairman Eckler moved to hold a special meeting on November 1, 2013 at 3:30 PM at 
the Rutherford County Office Building to consider the Commercial Solar Farm Ordinance.  
Commissioner Holland seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, 
Eckler, and Holland voting aye; Commissioner Richard voting no; Commissioner Lovelace excused; 
and no Commissioners absent. 
 

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
 
 County Manager Carl Classen called the Board’s attention to the Airport Transportation 
Improvement Plan which had previously been approved by the Airport Authority.  He also related 
changes that had been made recently in Raleigh regarding the submission and ranking of 
transportation plans. 
 
 Vice Chairman Eckler moved to approve the Airport Transportation Improvement Plan.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Holland.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, 
Eckler, and Holland voting aye; Commissioner Richard voting no; Commissioner Lovelace excused; 
and no Commissioners absent  



Minutes of Special Meeting of Rutherford County Commissioners of October 29, 2013 
Page 3 of 3 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Vice Chairman Eckler made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Holland 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, and Holland voting 
aye; Commissioner Richard voting no; Commissioner Lovelace excused; and no Commissioners 
absent. 
 
 6:38 P.M. - Adjourned. 
 
 
 
       __________________________________________ 
       Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 
       __________________________________________ 
       Vice Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Commissioners 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HELD AT THE 
RUTHERFORD COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING  IN THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS' MEETING 
ROOM ON NOVEMBER 1, 2013 AT 3:30 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: VICE CHAIRMAN WILLIAM ECKLER 
  EDDIE HOLLAND 
  GREG LOVELACE 
  ROGER RICHARD 
 
EXCUSED: CHAIRMAN JULIUS OWENS 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Vice Chairman Eckler called the special meeting of the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners to order. 
 

EXCUSED/CHAIRMAN OWENS 
 
 Commissioner Lovelace made a motion to excuse Chairman Owens who was attending a 
meeting of the North Carolina Association of County Commissioners Board of Directors’ meeting.  
Commissioner Holland seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Eckler, 
Holland, and Lovelace voting aye; Commissioner Richard voting no; no Commissioner excused; and 
Commissioner Owens absent. 
 

ORDINANCE/SOLAR ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 
 
 County Manager Carl Classen reminded the Board that the Public Hearing on the Solar Energy 
Development Ordinance had been held on October 29.  Because a member of the Board was absent, 
a second meeting is required for approval of the ordinance.   
 
 Public Works and Planning Director Danny Searcy called the Board’s attention to Draft 4 of the 
Solar Energy Development Ordinance and a definition change in this draft.  A solar farm is defined as 
“a utility-scale, commercial solar energy system, the full size of which solar energy system is six (6) 
acres or more.”  
 
 Vice Chairman Eckler moved to remove 100.08 d from the ordinance.  (100.08 d – Fencing 
shall not encroach into the setbacks.)  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed with Commissioners Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner 
voting no; Commissioner Owens excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 
 Commissioner Richard made a motion to make several additional changes to the ordinance 
which included striking 100.08 b and adding wording to 100.08 a.  The motion died for lack of a 
second. 
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 Commissioner Lovelace moved to approve Draft 4 of the Solar Energy Development 
Ordinance as amended.  Commissioner Holland seconded the motion.  The motion passed with 
Commissioners Eckler, Holland, and Lovelace voting aye; Commissioner Richard voting no; 
Commissioner Owens excused; and no Commissioners absent  
 

RUTHERFORD COUNTY ORDINANCE FOR SOLAR ENERGY 
DEVELOPMENT 

 
 
100.01  -  TITLE 
 
This Ordinance shall be known as the “Rutherford County Ordinance for Solar Energy 
Development” 
 
100.02  -  PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this ordinance is to protect public health and safety through establishing 
reasonable standards for the construction, installation, and operation of commercial energy 
systems (solar farms) in Rutherford County. This ordinance is not intended to abridge safety, 
health, or environmental requirements contained in other applicable codes, standards, or 
ordinances.  
 
100.03  -  AUTHORITY 
 
This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority and provisions of North Carolina General 
Statutes Chapter 153A-121. 
 
100.04  -  JURISDICTION 
 
This Ordinance shall apply to all unincorporated areas of Rutherford County which are not 
included in the extraterritorial jurisdiction of any municipality.  All municipalities and their 
respective corporate limits shall be exempted from the Ordinance, unless they choose to adopt 
this Ordinance or some form thereof. 
 
100.05  -  DEFINITIONS 
 
Solar Energy System – the components and subsystems required to convert solar energy into 
electric or thermal energy, including all equipment and accessory buildings.   
 
Solar farm – a utility-scale, commercial solar energy system, the full size of which solar energy 
system is six (6) acres or more.  
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100.06  -  APPLICABILITY 
 

a. "Solar Farm" shall not include non-commercial solar energy systems. 
b. This ordinance applies to the construction of solar farms in the jurisdiction of 

unincorporated Rutherford County.  
c. Solar farms established with appropriate building/electrical Permit from 

Rutherford County prior to the effective date of this ordinance shall be exempt.  
d. This ordinance shall not be deemed to supercede any other provisions of local, 

state, or federal law.  
 
100.07  -  PERMITS / REQUIREMENTS 
 

a. A building/electrical permit and compliance with this ordinance is required for all 
solar farms.  

b. An engineered site plan demonstrating compliance with this ordinance shall be 
submitted to the Building Inspector for review and approval of the site plan shall 
occur prior to issuing the building/electrical permit. 

c. Upon completion of site construction a certified as-built by the engineer shall be 
submitted to the Building Inspector and filed with the Register of Deeds. This as-
built plan shall receive approval by the permitting staff prior to final inspection 
and prior to issuing the Certificate of Occupancy and/or the notice to proceed to 
the Utility provider,  

d. Solar panel materials shall comply with UL 1703 or as hereafter amended.  
Documentation of compliance shall be provided with the seal and signature of a 
design professional licensed in North Carolina.  

 
100.08   SETBACKS / SCREENING 
 

a. A minimum setback distance of 50’ from all property boundaries shall be 
required. 
Exception: Property boundaries of adjoining parcels which are part of a single 

solar farm project as shown on the site plan shall not be subject to 
this setback requirement. A written waiver signed by the property 
owner(s) shall be required.   

b. Power inverters and other sound producing equipment shall be no less than 150’ 
from any dwelling unit at the time of construction/installation.  

c. All solar energy systems shall be completely enclosed with a minimum of six (6) 
feet high chain link or security fencing as measured from the natural grade of the 
fencing perimeter.  

d. Solar farms shall be constructed with evergreen vegetative screening where 
existing buffers do not obscure solar energy system perimeters from dwelling 
units on adjacent parcels. At maturity required vegetative screening shall be not 
less than fifteen (15) feet tall, regardless of line-of-sight. 

 
100.09   HEIGHT LIMITATIONS 
 
The height of solar energy system solar panels shall be measured from the highest natural  
grade below each solar panel to the top of that panel. Panel height shall not exceed 15 feet.  
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Poles and wires necessary to connect to public electric utility shall not be subject to this  
requirement.  

 
100.10   DECOMMISSIONING 
 
A Decommissioning Plan shall be submitted to the building inspector as part of the permit  
approval process and recorded with the Register of Deeds.  The Decommissioning Plan shall  
include the following provisions and requirements: 
 

1. Defined conditions upon which decommissioning will be initiated (i.e., end of 
lease, condition of a potential public safety hazard, etc.) 

2. Removal of all non-utility owned equipment conduits, structures, fencing, roads, 
and foundations; and restoration of property to condition prior to development of 
the solar farm.   
A written waiver signed by the property owner is required in order to release any 
portion of this provision.  

3. The timeframe for completion of removal and decommissioning activities. Signed 
statement from the party responsible for completing the Decommissioning Plan 
acknowledging such responsibility. Upon failure to accomplish the 
Decommissioning Plan, the Building Inspector may take  action as authorized in 
the County Code Chapter 3 Article 4, Unsafe Buildings. 

 
100.11   SEVERABILITY CLAUSE 
 
Should any section or provision of the Ordinance for Solar Energy Development be  determined 
by a court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, such  determination or 
decision shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as a whole, or a part  thereof, other than 
the part so declared to be unconstitutional or invalid. 

 
100.12   GRANDFATHER PROVISION 
 
Any solar farm not permitted by this Ordinance, which is in operation at the time of the  adoption 
of this Ordinance is hereby exempted from the provisions of this ordinance.   

 
Effective date: 1st day of  November 2013.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
 Commissioner Richard made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Holland seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; 
no Commissioner voting no; Commissioner Owens excused; and no Commissioners absent. . 
 
 3:30 P.M. - Adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
       __________________________________________ 
       Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
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       __________________________________________ 
       Vice Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Commissioners 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
HELD AT THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING, RUTHERFORDTON, NC,  ON 
NOVEMBER 4, 2013 AT 6:00 P.M.  
 
PRESENT: CHAIRMAN JULIUS OWENS 
  VICE CHAIRMAN WILLIAM ECKLER 
  EDDIE HOLLAND 
  GREG LOVELACE 
  ROGER RICHARD 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Chairman Owens called the November 4, 2013 meeting to order.  Mr. Mike Dalton led in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

AGENDA 
 
 Vice Chairman Eckler moved to approve the agenda with two corrections.   
 
 Delete VI. New Business, D. Biggerstaff Hanging Tree Property 
 
 Add VI. New Business, H. Queen’s Gap Project 2 
 
. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lovelace and passed with Commissioners 
Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no 
Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING/COMMUNITY TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM GRANT 
 

Transportation Services Director Kerry Giles told those present that the Community 
Transportation Program provides assistance to coordinate existing transportation programs operating 
in Rutherford County, as well as, provides transportation options and services for the communities 
within this service area.  The total estimated amount requested for the period July 1, 2014 through 
June 30, 2015 is: 
 
 Project Total Amount Local Share 
 Administrative $196,467 $29,470 (15%) 
 Capital (Vehicles & Other) $211,063 $21,106 (10%) 
 Total Projects $470,530 $50,576 
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 6:04P.M. - Chairman Owens opened the Public Hearing to hear comments on the 
proposed Fiscal Year 2014 Community Transportation Program Application to the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation.   
 
 No one wished to speak 
 
 6:05 P.M. - Chairman Owens declared the Public Hearing to be closed. 
 
 Commissioner Lovelace moved to approve the Community Transportation Program 
Resolution.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners 
Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no 
Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 
 

COMMUNITY TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM RESOLUTION 
 

Section 5311 
FY 2015 RESOLUTION 

 
 
WHEREAS, Article 2B of Chapter 136 of the North Carolina General Statutes and the Governor 
of North Carolina have designated the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) 
as the agency responsible for administering federal and state public transportation funds; and 
 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Transportation will apply for a grant from the US 
Department of Transportation, Federal Transit Administration and receives funds from the North 
Carolina General Assembly to provide assistance for rural public transportation projects; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the purpose of these transportation funds is to provide grant monies to local 
agencies for the provision of rural public transportation services consistent with the policy 
requirements for planning, community and agency involvement, service design, service 
alternatives, training and conference participation, reporting and other requirements (drug and 
alcohol testing policy and program, disadvantaged business enterprise program, and fully 
allocated costs analysis); and 
 
WHEREAS, Rutherford County hereby assures and certifies that it will provide the required local 
matching funds; that its staff has the technical capacity to implement and manage the project, 
prepare required reports, obtain required training, attend meetings and conferences; and agrees 
to comply with the federal and state statutes, regulations, executive orders, Section 5333 (b) 
Warranty, and all administrative requirements related to the applications made to and grants 
received from the Federal Transit Administration, as well as the provisions of Section 1001 of 
Title 18, U. S. C. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the County Manager of Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners is hereby authorized to submit a grant application for federal and state funding, 
make the necessary assurances and certifications and be empowered to enter into an 
agreement with the NCDOT to provide rural public transportation services. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Mr. Chuck Brooks provided photographs of veterans’ memorial parks located outside of 
Rutherford County.  He asked that the Board of Commissioners continue to seek a piece of land on 
which to locate a veterans’ park.  Mr. Brooks advised that there are matching state funds for this park. 
 
 Ms. Amy Drum again told the Board that she believes the library now located in Henrietta 
should be moved to Cliffside.  She has property that she is willing to rent at the same rate that the 
County is currently paying for the present location, and she invited the Board to visit her facility. 
 
 Mr. Caleb Johnson, an employee of Rutherford County Emergency Medical Services, 
appeared before the Board of Commissioners on behalf of two projects being promoted by Rutherford 
County Emergency Medical Services.  This department has partnered with the Department of Social 
Services for a “Stuff the Ambulance” toy drive.  Social Services will provide these toys to foster 
children.  Also, he asked that the Board assist in finding a partner for Emergency Medical Services so 
the partners could provide a Christmas meal for those who are less fortunate. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Commissioner Richard made a motion to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda 
and remove the minutes of the meeting of October 7, 2013 for revisions.  Commissioner Lovelace 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, 
and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no 
Commissioners absent.  
 

• Minutes of the Special Meeting of October 21, 2013 
• Tax refunds totaling $2,049.92 and tax releases of amounts greater than $100 totaling 

$7,619.45.  Tax releases of amounts less than $100 totaling $2,120.34 were also 
presented.  (A copy of these tax refunds and releases is typed in the Minute Book.) 

 
Vice Chairman Eckler moved to table the minutes of the October 7, 2013 Regular Meeting until 

the December meeting to allow the Clerk to the Board to make revisions.  Commissioner Lovelace 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, 
and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no 
Commissioners absent.  
 

COMMISSIONER RICHARD/BOYCE ABERNATHY/INFORMATION REQUEST 
 
 Mr. Boyce Abernathy told the Board that a monthly accountability report produced by 
Rutherford County would be very informative for the citizens.  He asked for a report for Emergency 
Medical Services, the Solid Waste Department, and the Airport.   
 
 Commissioner Richard made a motion to add a monthly report to the agenda beginning in 
December. 
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 Commissioner Lovelace stated that he was not opposed to providing reports, but he was not 
prepared to vote on this as he would like to see the form of the report in order to determine what is 
feasible.  He also requested that any reports be provided in paper copies at County Commissioners’ 
meetings.  County Manager Carl Classen asked that the Board allow sufficient time to prepare some 
reports for the Board’s consideration.   
 
 Commissioner Richard’s motion died for lack of a second. 
 

COMMISSIONER RICHARD/ANIMAL ISSUE 
 
 Ms. Lynn Cole spoke to the Board regarding dangerous dogs which had killed her family’s pet.  
She said there is language in the Rutherford County Animal Control Ordinance that would address a 
portion of the problem, but it is not being enforced.  Cleveland County’s ordinance regarding this 
issue would be a good template for Rutherford County to consider, according to Ms. Cole. 
 
 Commissioner Richard made a motion to direct the County Manager to work with the Sheriff, 
the County Attorney, the District Attorney, and other appropriate personnel to draft appropriate 
language for any needed ordinance or policy changes and provide this to the Board.  Vice Chairman 
Eckler seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, 
Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no 
Commissioners absent.  
 

COMMISSIONER RICHARD/AIRPORT AUTHORITY/MEMBERSHIP 
 
 Commissioner Richard provided the following information to the County Manager with copies 
to the Board and the County Attorney,  “Section 2 of Session Law 2013-181, House Bill 290 and 
Session Laws 1971, Chapter 335 state the Airport Authority shall consist of 5 members.  Upon 
occurrence of any vacancy, said vacancy shall be filled within 60 days after notice thereof at a regular 
meeting of the Board of Commissioners.  My letter date of August 08, 2013 informs you, the other 
County Commissioners and County Attorney Richard Williams that I decline to serve as an Airport 
Authority member.  The 60 days have now expired and the November 4, 2013 meeting would be the 
mandated meeting to fill said vacancy.” 
 
 County Attorney Richard Williams said the Board of Commissioners made a decision at the 
August meeting to serve as the Airport Authority.  As there is no vacancy on the Board of 
Commissioners, there is no vacancy on the Airport Authority.   
 
 Commissioner Richard said he could not be seated until he took the Oath of Office.  Therefore, 
any Airport document listing his name would be a false document. 
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AWARD/FINANCE OFFICE 
 

Chairman Owens presented a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting 
to the Rutherford County Finance Office and offered congratulations for achieving this highest form of 
recognition in government and financial reporting for the 24th consecutive year. 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS 
 
 Vice Chairman Eckler made a motion to approve the budget amendments presented.  
Commissioner Holland seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, 
Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners 
excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 
   Expense   Revenue  

GENERAL FUND     

      

JCPC Refund  $            3,258    

Fund Balance Appropriated    $            3,258  

*unspent funds for FY12-13 to be sent returned to JCPC     

      

Special Appropriations - NCDOT Road Name Dedication Sign  $               500    

Fund Balance Appropriated    $               500  
*dedication sign for Senator Debbie Clary (resolution previously approved Fall 
2012); costs shared with     

Cleveland County      

      

Harris/Linders Park Supplies  $               104    

Donations    $               104  

*donations received     

      

Detention Facility - Water Heater  $          35,000    

Fund Balance Appropriated    $          35,000  
*replace water heater in older section of jail; temporary repairs have been made; 
commercial water     

heater will have an estimated six weeks delivery time     

      

Sheriff - Narcotics Officer Supplies 100   

Sheriff - Miscellaneous Revenues   100 

*restitution received in regards to a narcotics investigation     

      

Sheriff - Equipment Purchased with Seizure Funds  $            7,431    
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   Expense   Revenue  

Sheriff - Drug Seizure Funds    $            7,477  

Sheriff - Donations/GREAT Foundation Reimbursement    $            1,060  
*unauthorized substance tax distribution and GREAT Foundation reimbursement 
received     

      

Airport - Professional Services Other  $            5,000    

Fund Balance Appropriated    $            5,000  

*insurance deductible invoice received     

      

DSS FUND     

      

JCPC Refund - Temporary Shelter Care  $               710    

Fund Balance Appropriated    $               710  

*unspent funds for FY12-13 to be sent returned to JCPC     
 

GRASSROOTS COMMITTEE/GRASSROOTS GRANT 
 
 County Manager Carl Classen reported that the Grassroots Committee (Russell Wicker, 
Gordon Pendarvis, Frankie McWhorter, Jerry Stensland, and Debra Keller) met on October 8 and 
made recommendations about the appropriations of the Grassroots award of $17,495.   
 
 Commissioner Lovelace moved to approve the recommendations of the Grassroots Committee 
for the award.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners 
Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no 
Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

APPOINTMENTS/SMOKY MOUNTAIN CENTER 
 
 A memorandum from Mr. Rick French, Chairman of Smoky Mountain Center Board of 
Directors, included a slate of proposed board member nominations for the newly-created 
consolidated entity made up from the merger of the Smoky Mountain Center and Western Highlands 
Network.  The slate of nominees meets the new statutory maximum of 21 members; 13 of which 
represent the categories specified in the legislation.  The remaining eight County representatives are 
divided equally between former Western Highlands and former Smoky Counties. 
 
 Vice Chairman Eckler made a motion to approve the appointments as presented.  
Commissioner Lovelace seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, 
Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners 
excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

Position Requirement as Specified 
in N.C.G.S. 122C-118.1 

Recommended 
Candidate 

Additional Information County 
Commissioner/Manager 
Regional Affiliation 
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Current County Commissioner Michael Lavender County Commissioner 
McDowell County 

SMC Central Region 

Local Consumer and Family 
Advisory Committee Chair (CFAC) 
or designee 

Pat McGinnis Chair, SMC CFAC  

Local family member CFAC Nancy Baker Legacy Western Highlands 
Network (WNC) CFAC, 
family 

 

Consumer member of local CFAC Judy Johannsen SMC CFAC consumer  
Individual with health care 
experience in the fields of Mental 
Health (MH), Intellectual 
Development Disabilities (IDD) or 
Substance Abuse (SA) 

Maggie Faulkner Director/Disability Services 
Counselor, Blue Ridge 
Community College; Current 
WHN Board member 

 

An individual with health care 
administration expertise consistent 
with the scale and nature of the 
MCO 

Jeff Heck, MD CEO, Mountain Area Health 
Education Center (MAHEC) 

 

An individual with financial 
expertise consistent with the scale 
and nature of the MCO 

Rick French County Manager, Alexander 
County, Current Chair, SMC 
Board 

SMC Central Region 

An individual with insurance 
expertise consistent with the scale 
and nature of the MCO 

Craig Sappenfield NC Association of County 
Commissioners, Risk 
Manager 

 

Individual with social services 
expertise and experience in the 
fields of MH, IDD,or SA services 

Joyce Edwards Caldwell County DSS, 
current SMC Board member 

SMC Central Region 

An attorney with health care 
expertise 

Carolyn Coward Health care specialist, Van 
Winkle Law Firm, Asheville 

 

Member who represents the 
general public and who is not 
employed by or affiliated with the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services as appointed by the 
Secretary of NC Health and 
Human Services 

Ed Tarleton Chair, North Carolina 
Council of Community 
Programs; past Chair SMC 
Board of Directors; current 
Wilkes County at-large SMC 
Board member 

 

President of the LME/MCO 
Provider Council or designee 

Duncan Sumpter President of SMC Provider 
Council; CEO Appalachian 
Community Services 

 

An administrator of a hospital 
providing mental health, 
developmental disability and 
substance abuse emergency 
services 

Casey Cooper CEO, Cherokee Indian 
Hospital 

 

Additional member – criteria or 
classification unspecified by 
statute 

Vicki Greene Jackson County 
Commissioner; Jackson 
County SMC Board member 

SMC Western Region 

Additional member – criteria or 
classification unspecified by 
statute 

Ronnie Beale Macon County 
Commissioner; Macon 
County SMC Board 
Member; President-Elect, 
NC County Commissioner 
Association 

SMC Western Region 

Additional member – criteria or 
classification unspecified by 

Larry Cox Alleghany County 
Commissioner; SMC 

SMC Northern Region 
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statute Alleghany Board Member 
Additional member – criteria or 
classification unspecified by 
statute 

Judy Poe Ashe County Commissioner; 
SMC Ashe County Board 
Member 

SMC Northern Region 

Additional member – criteria or 
classification unspecified by 
statute 

Mandy Stone Assistant County Manager; 
Buncombe County, Current 
Western Highlands Network 
Board Member 

Western Highlands 
Region 

Additional member – criteria or 
classification unspecified by 
statute 

C. Marche Pittman Interim County Manager, 
Polk County; Current 
Western Highlands Network 
Board member 

Western Highlands 
Region 

Additional member – criteria or 
classification unspecified by 
statute 

Charles Vine County Manager, Mitchell 
County; current Chair, 
Western Highlands Network 
Board 

Western Highlands 
Region 

Additional member – criteria or 
classification unspecified by 
statute 

Carl Classen County Manager, Rutherford 
County; Current Western 
Highlands Network Board 
member 

Western Highlands 
Region 

 
RESOLUTION/SMOKY MOUNTAINS GOVERNANCE 

 
  The North Carolina General Assembly recently adopted NCGS §122C-118.1 - Structure of 
area board. The statute states that “An area board shall have no fewer than 11 and no more than 21 
voting members.”  Because the newly consolidated Smokey Mountain Mental Health Authority is 
comprised of 23 member counties, the impact of this statute effectively prevents each county from 
having the ability to appoint a member to represent their county. A resolution was provided for the 
Board’s consideration that requested the General Assembly to amend the law, removing the limitation 
of twenty one (21) members.   
 
 Commissioner Lovelace moved to approve the resolution.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard 
voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, NCGS 122C-118.1 Structure of area board - limits the membership of area mental health 
authority boards to twenty one voting members; and 
 
WHEREAS, the newly consolidated Smokey Mountain Mental Health Authority is constituted of twenty 
three Western North Carolina counties; and 
  
WHEREAS, NCGS 122C-118.1 effectively prevents each member county from appointing and being 
represented by an individual selected by the County Commissioners of each member county; and 
 
WHEREAS, the need for the equitable and effective representation of all constituents   served  by the 
Smokey Mountain Mental Health Authority, as well as potentially other mental health authorities 
throughout the State in the near future is self evident;  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners respectfully 
requests that the North Carolina General Assembly amend the law to remove the limitation of twenty 
one members and replace that with language allowing each Board of County Commissioners to appoint 
a representative of their choosing. 
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to Senator Hise and to 
Representative Hager. 
     
Adopted this 4th day of November, 2013.   

 
GREY ROCK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 7 AND PARTS OF PROJECTS 8 AND 9 PAVING 

 
 Bids were received on October 24 for Grey Rock Development Project 7 and parts of Projects 
8 and 9 paving.  The bids received were: 
 

Rogers Group $188,063.37 
APAC – Harrison Construction Company $198,969.87 
Caldwell Construction Services $220,931.37 

 
 The low bidder was Rogers Group with a bid amount of $188,063.37.  Mr. David Odom of 
Odom Engineering recommended that the contract be awarded to the low bidder. 
 
 Vice Chairman Eckler moved to approve the recommended bid tab and ranking for Grey Rock 
Development Project 7 and parts of Projects 8 and 9 Paving and authorize the County Manager to 
execute the contracts and other documents in support of the Board’s action.  Commissioner Holland 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, 
and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no 
Commissioners absent.  
 

QUEEN’S GAP PROJECT 2 
 
 It was planned to include the bid tab for Queen’s Gap Project 2 on this meeting’s agenda; 
however, after a review of the bids, it was found that the low bidder did not meet all the requirements 
of the bid specifications.  Other bidders were over budget.  Therefore, County Manager Carl Classen 
requested that all bids be rejected for Queen’s Gap Project 2. 
 
 Commissioner Lovelace moved to reject all bids for Queen’s Gap Project 2 and rebid the 
project.  Vice Chairman Eckler seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners 
Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no 
Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Vice Chairman Eckler made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard 
voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.   
 
 7:06 P.M. - Adjourned. 
 
   __________________________________________ 
         Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 
   __________________________________________ 
         Vice Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Commissioners 
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Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-044, Version: 1

Subject: Tax Refunds and Releases for December 2, 2013

Department: Revenue Department

Summary:

Budget:

Recommended Motion:

Approve Tax Refunds and Releases for December 2, 2013

Contact Information:

Clair Hubbard, Interim Tax Assessor
287-6214
clair.hubbard@rutherfordcountync.gov

Rutherford County Printed on 11/26/2013Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™

http://www.legistar.com/




































Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-047, Version: 1

Subject: Approval of Bonds

Department: County Commissioners

Summary: Rule 4 of Rutherford County’s Rules of Procedures states that the
Board shall approve the bonds of the Sheriff and the Register of
Deeds at the first meeting in December.  There are other bonds
that must be approved for other county officials which will expire
during the year.  These are also presented for the Board’s
approval.

Public Official Amount Expiration Date

Finance Director $100,000 08/13/2014
Finance Director (TDA) $  50,000 03/02/2014
Finance Director (Airport) $  50,000 08/13/2014
Finance Director (Transit) $  50,000 08/13/2014
Social Services’ Director $100,000 11/11/2014
County Manager $100,000 02/21/2013
Sheriff $  10,000 12/06/2014
Register of Deeds $  10,000 12/05/2014

Budget:

Recommended Motion:

Approve bonds for County Officials as presented.

Contact Information: Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board
287-6045
hazel.haynes@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-046, Version: 1

Subject: Proclamation for Mary T. Cole’s Retirement from the Department of
Social Services

Department: Social Services

Summary: The Board, Director, and staff of Rutherford County Department of
Social Services request that the Board of Commissioners issue a
congratulatory proclamation publically commending Mary T. Cole
for 36 years of faithful and dedicated service to the department and
her work on behalf of the families and children of Rutherford
County.

Budget:

Recommended Motion:

Approve a proclamation commending Mary Cole for her years of
service.

Contact Information: John Carroll, Social Services’ Director

287-6171
john.carroll@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Before the Board of County Commissioners  
Rutherford County, North Carolina 

 

A Proclamation   
Commending Mary T. Cole upon the achievement of 36 years of service to children and 

families through the Department of Social Services 

Whereas,   Rutherford County Government, includes the Department of Social Services as an 
essential department of the County Government system for the protection of children; and  

Whereas,  The Rutherford County Department of Social Services, has a mission to support, 
protect, and enhance the quality of life in Rutherford County by partnering with families and the 
community to provide needed services and meaningful opportunities for our citizens; and  

Whereas,  The Rutherford County Department of Social Services supports the diligent efforts 
of its employees who dedicate their lives to advance policies, best practices and collaborative strategies 
that result in better outcomes for vulnerable children, youth and families; and  

Whereas,  The Rutherford County Department of Social Services recognizes those who have 
dedicated their career to serving the most vulnerable children and families of Rutherford County.         

 
Now, therefore be it Proclaimed by the Board of County Commissioners of 
Rutherford County, North Carolina, that Mary T. Cole is hereby congratulated for her 
achievement of over 36 years of government service serving abused and neglected children, and is 
publically commended for her service to Rutherford County. 
 
Duly Adopted this 2nd  Day of December, 2013 
 
ATTEST:     Board of County Commissioners 
   
   

Clerk to the Board     Chairman, Julius Owens  
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Legislation Text

Office Building
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Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-050, Version: 1

Subject: Appointments

Department: County Clerk

Summary:

Terms on several boards/commissions are expiring.  Recommendations from
departments which support these boards/commissions have been received.

Budget:

Recommended Motion:

Approve appointments as recommended.

Contact Information:

Hazel Haynes, County Clerk
287-6045
hazel.haynes@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Appointments 
 
Fire Department Board of Trustees for Firemen's Relief Fund  
 
The following appointments will expire on December 31, 2013 on the fire department 
boards of trustees for firemen’s relief fund.  It is requested that these persons be 
reappointed to a two-year term. 
 

Reggie Vess Bill’s Creek 
Darrell Toney Cherry Mountain 
Richard Price Cherry Mountain 
Peter O’Leary Chimney Rock 
Bruce Godzik Chimney Rock 
Monroe Ensley Cliffside 
Tommy Phillips Cliffside 
Charles Vassey Ellenboro 
Gary Wilson Fairfield 
Eddie Parker Green Hill 
W. Coy Morgan Green Hill 
Frank Hodge Hudlow 
Fred Burgin, Junior. Rutherfordton 
Calvin McGinnis Rutherfordton 
Dennis Matheny S.D.O. 
Scott Morrow S.D.O. 
Brandon Greene Sandy Mush 
Bryan Melton Sandy Mush 
Allen Bowen Shingle Hollow 
Alan Duncan Shingle Hollow 
Freda Greene Union Mills 
Wanda Conner Deyton Union Mills 

 
 
Airport Appeals Board 
 
Mr. Bob Howard has resigned from the Airport Appeals Board.  The Board of 
Commissioners will need to make appointment to fill this vacancy. 
 
Voluntary Farmland Preservation Board 
 
A letter from the Rutherford County Voluntary Farmland Preservation Board has 
recommended that Mr. Johnny Bradley and Mr. John Tedder, Junior be appointed to 
this board to serve three-year terms. 
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Legislation Text

Office Building
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Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-052, Version: 1

Tourism Development Authority Update

Subject: Tourism Development Authority Update

Department: Tourism Development Authority

Summary:

Ms. Dawn Hemmelgarn, Chairman of the TDA Board,  will provide an update on
the Tourism Development Authority

Budget:

Recommended Motion:

Receive report; no action needed.

Contact Information:

Michelle Whitaker, TDA Director
287-6121
michelle.whitaker@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-064, Version: 1

Subject: Budget Amendments

Department: Finance Office

Summary: Attached are budget amendments and below are highlights regarding several.
Please contact the County Manager with any questions about any of the
amendments.

Grassroots Arts:  -  Reflects additional funding.  November grants awarded
reflected this additional funding level.

Detention Commissary Commissions:  -  Sheriff recommends using Commissary
fund (not General fund) to pay for high powered flashlights for detention officers
to help them quickly see in darker areas of cells.

College Capital Outlay:  -  Please see attached Capital Outlay request from
Isothermal Community College for upgrades to the Machining Building and the
first of four phases for storm drain improvements to the Spindale campus.

Recommended Motion:

Approve budget amendments as presented.

Contact Information:

Paula Roach, Finance Director
287-6348
paula.roach@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-063, Version: 1

Subject: Ambulance Bids for Type II and III Ambulances

Department: Emergency Services

Summary: The 2013-2014 budget allocated $302,000 for two 2014 ambulance purchases.
A bid summary and recommendation is on the following pages for Type II and
Type III Ambulances.   It is recommended that the bid from Northwestern
Emergency Vehicles for the 2014 TII Ambulance be approved at $89,965 and
the bid from Northwestern Emergency Vehicles for the 2014 TIII Ambulance be
approved at $132,627.  The total of the two bids is $222,592.  Savings will be
used to purchase additional equipment needed for the Ambulance Fleet and be
used as matching funds for the recently awarded Facebook Grant.

Budget: Emergency Services

Recommended Motion:

Approve the bid tabs and approve awarding purchase contracts with
Northwestern Emergency Vehicles for the 2014 TII and TIII ambulances.

Contact Information:

Terry Baynard, EMS Operations’ Manager
287-6383
terry.baynard@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-048, Version: 1

Subject: Resolution Requesting that the Former US 221 Be Designated as a Secondary
Road When Bypass is Completed

Department: County Commission

Summary: The Town of Rutherfordton passed a resolution at their November meeting
requesting that the North Carolina Department of Transportation designate what
will become the former US 221 as a secondary route.  Mayor Jimmy Dancy will
present a similar resolution for the Board of Commissioners’ consideration.  This
resolution is included on the following page.

Budget:

Recommended Motion:

Approve resolution requesting that the North Carolina Department of
Transportation designate the former US 221 as a secondary route when the
bypass is completed.

Contact Information:

Karen Andrews, Town Manager
287-3520
kandrews@rutherfordton.net
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RESOLUTION 
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD, NORTH CAROLINA REQUEST NC DOT TO 

DESIGNATE WHAT WILL BECOME THE FORMER US 221 AS A SECONDARY 
ROUTE TIP PROJECT R-22338 

 
 
 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Transportation has chosen a route for the US 
221 bypass (TIP Project R-22338) of Rutherfordton; and 
 
WHEREAS,   the  Town  of  Rutherfordton   has  worked  with  the  personnel  of NCDOT in 
making sure the bypass will work for the public traveling through  the Town and County as 
well as assuring the plan and design will provide ease of connectivity for residents who will 
encounter the bypass daily; and 
 
WHEREAS, numerous primary numbered routes are located within or nearby downtown 
Rutherfordton; and 
 
WHEREAS, these numerous primary routes (US 64, US 74-A, US 74-B, US 221, US 221-A and 
NC 108) create confusion for roadway users; and 
 
WHEREAS, upon completion of the US-221 bypass the designation US-221 will be moved to 
the bypass; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS, that the County respectfully requests the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation to revert the area from the southern end of TIP Project R-22338  to the 
northern end of TIP Project R-2233B, to a secondary route, therefore preventing further 
confusion for roadway users. 
 
Adopted this day, December 2, 2013, by the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners. 
 
 
 
       _______________________________________ 
       Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Commissioners 
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Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-016, Version: 1

Subject: Resolution Awarding Sergeant Don Huckabee Service Revolver

Department: Sheriff

Summary: Sheriff Chris Francis has requested that the Board approve a resolution in
accordance with G.S. 20-187.2 (copy attached) awarding Sergeant Don
Huckabee’s service revolver to him for the sum of $1.00. Sergeant Don
Huckabee who was sworn in as a Deputy Sheriff in 1980 is retiring.

Recommended Motion:

Approve resolution awarding service revolver to Sergeant Don Huckabee for the
sum of $1.00.

Contact Information:

Sheriff Chris Francis
287-6249
chris.francis@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Resolution Acknowledging the Service of Sergeant Don 
Huckabee and Awarding His Service Revolver to 

Him 
 
 
WHEREAS, Sergeant Don Huckabee has served Rutherford County Sheriff’s 
Department for many years; and 
 
WHEREAS, Sergeant Huckabee has dedicated his life to law enforcement and 
public service; and; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Commissioners of the 
County of Rutherford, in accordance with NC General Statute 20-187.2, do 
hereby award Sergeant Huckabee his service revolver (Glock, Model 21, Serial 
Number TUC942) in exchange for consideration of $1.00. 
 
Approved this the 2nd day of December, 2013. 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Commissioners 
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Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-022, Version: 2

Subject: Meeting Schedule for 2014

Department: County Manager

Summary:

Attached please find a resolution to be adopted pursuant to G.S. 153A-40.  The
proposed 2014 meeting schedule reflects the formula outlined in the Rules of
Procedure except the County Manager recommends holding the September
meeting on the second Monday rather than the first Monday (Labor Day).

Budget:

Recommended Motion:

Approve the Resolution of the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners
Relating to 2014 Meeting Schedule

Contact Information:

Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board
287-6045
hazel.haynes@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Resolution of the 

 
Rutherford County Board of Commissioners 

 
Relating to 2014 Meeting Schedule 

 
 
Whereas, N.C.G.S. 153A-40 provides for a resolution establishing regular meeting dates of the Board 
of County Commissioners. 
 
Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners’ regularly 
scheduled meetings will be held at 6:00 P.M. as shown below and that such regular meetings will be 
held in the Rutherford County Office Building, 289 North Main Street, Rutherfordton, NC in the County 
Commissioners’ Meeting Room.  Special meetings will be scheduled as needed. 
 

January 6, 2014 
February 3, 2014 

March 3, 2014 
April 7, 2014 
May 5, 2014 
June 2, 2014 
July 7, 2014 

August 4, 2014 
September 8, 2014 

October 6, 2014 
November 3, 2014 
December 1, 2014 

 
Adopted this the 2nd day of December, 2013. 

 
     
        _____________________________________ 
        Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Commissioners 
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Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-037, Version: 2

Subject: Rutherford County Farmers’ Market

Department: Cooperative Extension

Summary:

A report from the Rutherford County Farmers’ Market Steering Committee will be
presented.  A copy of the “Exploration of the Relocation and Expansion of the
Rutherford County Farmers’ Market” is included in the agenda binder and is
available on the county website under Cooperative Extension.  A copy of the
Executive Summary is attached.

Budget:

Recommended Motion:

Receive report.  Direct the existing Farmers’ Market structure be moved per
Recommendation #1 to the Florence Mill Parking area in Forest City upon similar
approval by the Town of Forest City.  Direct the County Manager to work with the
Town of Forest City on a plan for implementing Recommendations #2, 3 and 4
upon similar approval by the Town of Forest City.

Contact Information:

Jeff Bradley, Cooperative Extension Director
287-6022
jeff_Bradley@ncsu.edu
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Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-065, Version: 1

Ruth School Adaptive Re-Use Plan Project

Subject: Ruth School Adaptive Re-Use Plan Project

Department: Isothermal Planning and Development Commission

Summary:

The County is recipient of a $10,000 grant for development of an Adaptive Re-
use Plan for the Ruth School.  This grant is made in conjunction with the 221
Bypass Project.  Per the grant requirements and working with Isothermal
Planning District Commission (IPDC), a committee was formed of interested and
experienced persons.  A community survey is now underway and the Committee
will cull through ideas to prepare a general plan for the County’s consideration
on the best use of the Ruth School property. The report is due in early February.

IPDC staff member, Amy Bridges, will make a presentation on the project.

Committee Members:

Name Jurisdiction

Classen, Carl County
Searcy, Danny County
Booth, Gene Rutherfordton
Grohndahl, Doug Rutherfordton
Lyn Padgett Rutherfordton
McWhorter, Frankie Rutherfordton
McIntyre, Terry Rutherfordton
McKammon, Kitty Rutherfordton
Poole, Clark Rutherford County Chamber of Commerce
McGinnis, Jay NCDOT
Hanaway, Amy Ruth
Andrews, Karen Rutherfordton
Furr, Mary NCDOT
Cathey, Jennifer SHPO
McNeal, Doug NCDOT

Budget:

Rutherford County Printed on 11/26/2013Page 1 of 2

powered by Legistar™

http://www.legistar.com/


File #: ID 13-065, Version: 1

Action Needed for Approval:

No action required.

Contact Information:

Paula Kempton, Isothermal Planning and Development Commission
287-2211
pkempton@regionc.org
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-040, Version: 1

Subject: Change in Rules of Procedure for Rutherford County Board of Commissioners

Department: County Commission

Summary:

It is recommended that the following change be made to the Rules of Procedure
for Rutherford County Board of Commissioners.  The section currently reads:

V. Agenda

Rule 9. Agenda

(a) The Clerk to the Board shall prepare the agenda for each regular, special,
and emergency meeting.  Requests from any Board member, the County
Manager, or the Clerk to the Board to have an item of business placed on
the agenda for a regular meeting must be received by the Clerk on the
Monday prior to the regular meeting at 5:00 PM.

It is requested that the additional text be added.

Any member of the Board may invite a person to speak to the Board at
any regular meeting, but any such person shall speak during the Public
Comments portion of each regular meeting and be subject to the same
rules thereby.

Recommended Motion:

Approve the additional wording, Any member of the Board may invite a person to
speak to the Board at any regular meeting, but any such person shall speak
during the Public Comments portion of each regular meeting and be subject to
the same rules thereby, to Rule 9 of the Rules of Procedure for Rutherford
County Board of Commissioners.

Contact Information:

Carl Classen, County Manager
287-6060
carl.classen@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Rutherford County
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Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-045, Version: 1

Subject: Queen’s Gap Project 2 Road Construction and Grading Contract

Department: Public Works and Planning

Summary: Queen’s Gap Project 2 Road Construction and Grading bids will be opened on
Wednesday, November 27.  A bid tab and engineer’s recommendation will be
emailed to the Commissioners that day.

Budget:

Recommended Motion:

Approve bid tab and award contract per engineer’s recommendation.

Contact Information:

Danny Searcy, Public Works and Planning Director
287-6300
danny.searcy@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-049, Version: 1

Subject: Resolution for Industrial Development Fund Grant Application

Department: Economic Development

Summary:

Project APPI represents an existing industry in Rutherford County which
proposes to create 20 new jobs and invest approximately $1.9 million at the
existing location.  Project APPI requires certain improvements to the water
system in order to provide the require fire protection to the existing facility and
proposed expansion.  Rutherford County Economic Development has reviewed
this project with Broad River Water Authority and local engineers to understand
the infrastructure requirements necessary to meet Project APPI requirements.
Rutherford County Economic Development requests the County Manager
proceed with submitting an Industrial Development Fund grant application in the
amount of $200,000 to cover all expenditures associated with this water line
improvement project.  Rutherford County is designated by the NC Department of
Commerce as a Tier 1 county and will not be required to provide a local match.

Recommended Motion:

Move to approve the IDF Grant application and authorize the County Manager to
complete and submit an IDF Grant application in support of Project APPI.

Contact Information:

Matt Blackwell, Economic Development Director
248-1716
matt.blackwell@rutherfordcountync.gov
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RESOLUTION TITLE:  TO AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY MANAGER TO COMPLETE AND 
SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION  FOR INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS FOR A 
WATER LINE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT TO SERVE PROJCET APPI AND OTHER 
BUSINESSES ALONG FAIRGROUND ROAD IN RUTHERFORD COUNTY. 
 
WHEREAS, an industrial prospect, code name APPI, proposes an expansion in Rutherford 
County that will result in the creation of 20 new full-time jobs and an investment of at least $1.9 
million over three years; and 
 
WHEREAS, a grant from the Department of Commerce through the County of Rutherford 
be made to assist in Project APPI to provide a 10” replacement water line to serve 
existing businesses and potential industrial locations along Fairground Road; and 

WHEREAS, Rutherford County will administer this grant in accordance with the rules and 
regulations of the Department of Commerce; and 

WHEREAS, the County will administer this grant through the Rutherford County Economic 
Development Office; and 
 
WHEREAS, the grant will be monitored quarterly to assure compliance with this proposal and 
the Department of Commerce regulations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the amount of the grant application will be $200,000. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners 
supports this industrial recruitment project, code name APPI, and authorizes the County 
Manager to complete and submit an Industrial Development Fund grant application in the 
amount of $200,000, with no local match required, which can be utilized to make improvements 
to the water infrastructure along Fairground Road in support of Project APPI and other 
businesses in the area.  
 

Adopted this the 2st day of December, 2013. 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Chairman, Board of Commissioners 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 



__________________________________ 

Clerk, Board of Commissioners 



Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-051, Version: 1

Subject: Resolution for Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc.

Department: Economic Development

Summary:

Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc. recently announced an expansion and
relocation of the US headquarters to Rutherford County resulting in the creation
of 76 new jobs and approximately $10.6 million in capital investment.  As a result
of this expansion and relocation project, Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc. will
experience a significant increase in vehicular traffic and has recommended the
construction of a turn lane to protect the safety of the public, contractors and its
employees.  Rutherford County Economic Development requests approval of
this resolution in support of the requested turn lane improvements and will assist
Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc. in preparing the required application to
NCDOT.  No county funding will be required for this project.  Matching
resolutions have been submitted to the Town of Rutherfordton and Town of Ruth
requesting approval to support this project as well.

Recommended Motion:

Approve resolution supporting the application of Trelleborg Coated Systems US,
Inc. to request funding and construction of turn land improvements by NCDOT to
serve the facility.

Contact Information:

Matt Blackwell, Economic Development Director
248-1716
matt.blackwell@rutherfordcountync.gov
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RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NCDOT TURN LANE IMPROVMENTS TO SERVE THE TRELLEBORG COATED SYSTEMS US, 
INC. PROPOSED EXPANSION AND RELOCATION OF THE US HEADQUARTERS TO RUTHERFORD COUNTY, NORTH 
CAROLINA 

 
WHEREAS, Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc is considering expanding their existing manufacturing facility in 
Rutherford County, North Carolina and 
 
WHEREAS, Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc proposes to invest over $10,600,000 and create 76 new positions as a 
part of the expansion project; 
 
WHEREAS, Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc’s plans are consistent with local land use and state and local 
transportation plans; 
 
WHEREAS, Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc’s plans conform with all applicable state and local ordinances and 
policies; 
 
WHEREAS, Rutherford County is committed to work with the NCDOT in a leadership role to make transportation 
improvements that address the safety needs of the public, and contractors and employees of Trelleborg Coated 
Systems US, Inc; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by Rutherford County: 
 
Section 1:  Rutherford County supports the location of Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc. proposed expansion in 
Rutherford County, and confirms that its plans are consistent with and conforms to state and local laws, plans and 
policies. 
 
Section 2:  Rutherford County endorses the application of Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc. to request financial 
support from the North Carolina Department of Transportation to assist in the funding of turn lane improvements to 
serve Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc. 
 
Section 3:  Rutherford County commits to work with the NCDOT to make needed transportation improvements 
necessary to protect the safety of the public, contractors and employees of Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc. 
 
Adopted this 2th day of December, 2013. 
 
____________________________________________ 
Date 
 
____________________________________________ 
Authorized Signature  
 
____________________________________________ 
Title 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________________ 
Authorized Signature 
 
____________________________________________ 
Title             (Seal) 



Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-066, Version: 1

Subject: Creation of Foreign Trade Zone by Charlotte Regional Partnership

Department: Economic Development

Summary:

The Charlotte Regional Partnership is spearheading an effort to create a Foreign
Trade Zone (FTZ) of 17 nearby counties, including Rutherford County.
Participation would provide a financial and operational opportunity to Rutherford
County manufacturers selling goods abroad.  More detailed discussion of the
proposal is attached.  The cost to participate is $2,500 as a share of the
application fee and $1,000 annually for marketing.  Participation in a FTZ is
beneficial to Rutherford County manufacturers looking to make sales overseas
and especially through the newly improved multi-modal hub at Charlotte Airport.
Further, if a similar possibility is available in upstate South Carolina, it could be
equally beneficial to Rutherford County manufacturers for the County to join
there as well.

Budget: $2,500 initial charge to help cover the cost of the ASF application.  A fee of
$1,000 will be assessed annually.

Recommended Motion:

Move to authorize participation in the Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ) Application.
Direct the Chairman, County Manager and other County officials to execute such
documents as necessary to participate.  Authorize a budget amendment in the
amount of $2,500 for the application fee and direct the County Manager to
include the $1,000 annual fee in the FY2014-15 budget for the Economic
Development Department.  Further, direct the County Manager to inquire
whether participation in a Foreign Trade Zone based in upstate South Caronia is
possible.

Contact Information:

Matt Blackwell, Economic Development Director
248-1716
matt.blackwell@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Office Building
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Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 13-067, Version: 1

Periodic Financial Review

Subject: Periodic Financial Review

Department: Finance Department

Summary: At the November Board meeting, Commissioners requested periodic financial
reports.  In a separate binder, plus posted on the County website for public
review under the Finance Office, is a copy of expenses and revenues for all
funds of the County.  Staff will give a brief overview of the revenues and
expenses at the meeting.

At the January meeting, the County Auditors will provide the FY 2012-13 Audit.
In addition, the Comprehensive Financial Annual Report for the same period,
which is also prepared by the auditors working with the Finance Office staff, is
posted on the County website under the Finance Office.

Recommended Motion:

No action required.  Guidance on future reports.

Contact Information:

Carl Classen, County Manager
287-6060
carl.classen@rutherfordcountync.gov
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File #: ID 13-032, Version: 1

Tax Collector’s Report for December 2, 2013

Subject: Tax Collector’s Report for December 2, 2013

Department: Revenue Department

Summary:

Budget:

Recommended Motion:

No action.  Information only.

Contact Information:

Clair Hubbard, Interim Tax Assessor
287-6214
clair.hubbard@rutherfordcountync.gov
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