
A Candidate’s Guide to the 2014 Statewide Primary and General Election Period 

 

Important Dates 

Filing Period for Statewide Offices and Most Local Offices 

Candidate Filing Period Begins Monday, February 10, 2014, noon 

Last Day to Withdraw as a Candidate Tuesday, February 25, 2014 

Candidate Filing Period Ends Friday, February 28, 2014, noon 

Primary Election Schedule 

Absentee Voting by Mail Begins Monday, March 17, 2014 

Voter Registration Deadline Friday, April 11, 2014 

One-stop Voting Begins Thursday, April 24, 2014 

Last Day to Request an Absentee Ballot by Mail Tuesday, April 29, 2014 

One-stop Voting Ends Saturday, May 3, 2014 ( 1:00 pm) 

Last Day to Return an Absentee Ballot by Mail Tuesday, May 6, 2014 

Primary Election Day Tuesday, May 6, 2014 

County Canvass Tuesday, May 13, 2014 

Last Day to File an Election Protest* Thursday, May 15, 2014 

State Canvass To be determined 

2
nd

 Primary Election Schedule (June) 

(If No Federal Contest Requires a 2
nd

 Primary) 

Absentee Voting by Mail Begins As soon as ballots can be available 

Voter Registration Deadline April 11, 2014* 

One-stop Voting Begins Thursday, June 12, 2014 

Last Day to Request an Absentee Ballot by Mail Tuesday, June 17, 2014 

One-stop Voting Ends Saturday, June 21, 2014(1:00 pm) 

Last Day to Return an Absentee Ballot by Mail Tuesday, June 24, 2014 (5:00 pm) 

2
nd

 Primary Election Day Tuesday, June 24, 2014 

County Canvass Tuesday, July 1, 2014 (11:00 am) 

Last Day to File an Election Protest* Thursday, July 3, 2014 

State Canvass (if necessary) To be determined 

2
nd

 Primary Election Schedule (July) 

(If  a Federal Contest Requires a 2
nd

 Primary) 

Absentee Voting by Mail Begins No later than Saturday, May 31, 2014 

Voter Registration Deadline April 11, 2014* 

One-stop Voting Begins Thursday, July 3, 2014 

Last Day to Request an Absentee Ballot by Mail Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

One-stop Voting Ends Saturday, July 12, 2014 ( 1:00 pm) 

Last Day to Return an Absentee Ballot by Mail Tuesday, July 15, 2014 (5:00 pm) 

2
nd

 Primary Election Day Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

County Canvass Day Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Last Day to File an Election Protest* Thursday, July 24, 2015 

State Canvass To be determined 

Other Special Filing Periods 

(Some local offices also have special filing periods. 

Soil & Water Conservation District filing period begins Monday, June 9, 2014, noon 

Soil & Water Conservation District filing period ends Monday, July 7, 2014, noon 

General Election Schedule 

Absentee Voting by Mail Begins Friday, September 5, 2014 

Voter Registration Deadline Friday, October 10, 2014 

One-stop Voting Begins Thursday, October 23, 2014 

Last Day to Request an Absentee Ballot by Mail Tuesday, October 28, 2014 

One-stop Voting Ends Saturday, November 1, 2014 (1:00 pm) 

Last Day to Return an Absentee Ballot by Mail Tuesday, November 4, 2014 (5:00 pm) 

General Election Day Tuesday, November 4, 2014 

County Canvass Day Friday, November 14, 2014 (11:00 am) 

Last Day to File an Election Protest* Tuesday, November 18, 2014 

State Canvass Tuesday, November 25, 2014 (11:00 am)  

 

* If the election protest concerns the ballot count or election equipment, the protest must be received before the County Canvass. All election protests 

must be submitted on the official protest forms.   
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Summary of Recent Election Law Changes 

Same Day Registration 

Persons who are not registered to vote in a county can no longer register to vote in person during the one-stop early voting period. 

Same day registration is no longer an option. Qualified persons wanting to vote in an election must register to vote no later than 25 

days before the date of the election. State law does not permit voter registration between a first primary and a second primary. 

One-stop Voting 

One-stop early voting will now begin on the second Thursday prior to the date of an election instead of the third Thursday prior to 

the date of the election. Unless a county board of elections requested an exception, the number of total cumulative hours for one-

stop voting in the 2014 primary or general election will be comparable to the total cumulative hours for one-stop voting offered 

during the 2010 primary or general election, respectively. 

No Out of Precinct Voting 

Voters who vote on Election Day must vote at the polling place for their correct precinct, based on their residential address as of 30 

days prior to the date of the election. County boards of elections will not be able to count any provisional ballot for a voter that does 

not vote at his or her correctly assigned precinct on Election Day. 

Photo ID 

Voters will not be required to show a photo in order to vote during the 2014 Statewide Primary and General Election period. When 

presenting to vote, a voter simply needs to state his or her current name and current address. As long as his or her name is on the 

list of registered voters in the precinct, he or she will be given a regular ballot and permitted to vote. Voters who present to vote in 

person (during one-stop early voting or on Election Day) this year will be given instructions that starting in 2016, voters will be 

required to show a photo ID when voting in person. Voters will be provided with a list of photo ID that is acceptable for purposes of 

voting in this state and will be asked if they have one or more of these forms of ID. If a voter indicates that he or she does not have a 

photo ID that will be acceptable for purposes of voting, then the voter will be asked to sign an Acknowledgment of No Photo ID. 

These voters will be given instructions on how they can obtain a no-fee photo ID from the North Carolina DMV. 

Provisional Voting 

Whenever a voter is offered a provisional ballot, the election official issuing the ballot will now mark in writing or other means on 

the ballot that it is a provisional ballot. If a provisional ballot is incorrectly placed into the voting equipment at the voting site, any 

ballot that is marked as a provisional ballot will be retrieved.  

Any provisional ballot that is cast outside of a voter’s correctly assigned precinct on Election Day will not be counted.  

Absentee Voting 

Significant changes were made to the method of requesting and returning an absentee ballot by mail. All requests for a civilian 

absentee ballot must be made on the State Absentee Ballot Request Form. Hand-written requests will no longer be accepted. The 

voter or requestor must provide the voter’s date of birth and identification information that can be matched to the voter’s record in 

the list of registered voters. A voter must now vote his or her ballot in the presence of two witnesses. A voter may vote his or her 

ballot in the presence of one witness only if the witness is a Notary Public. 

For a comprehensive summary of absentee voting requirements in North Carolina, see the Absentee Voting Summary in these 

materials.  
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Absentee Voting Summary 

Any North Carolina registered voter who is qualified to vote in an election can request and receive a mail-in absentee ballot for any 

election, whether it is a statewide primary, general election, or special election on constitutional amendments, referenda or bond 

proposals, or any municipal election in which absentee voting is allowed. No special circumstance or excuse is needed to receive and 

vote a mail-in absentee ballot.  

How to Request an Absentee Ballot 

To receive a mail-in absentee ballot for an election, a voter or the voter’s near relative* or legal guardian must use the State 

Absentee Ballot Request Form to request the ballot. Request forms are available on the State Board of Elections’ website, at the 

State Board of Elections’ office, and at county boards of elections’ offices. The form may be reproduced. A signed and completed 

State Absentee Ballot Request Form must be received by the county board of elections’ office no later than 5:00 p.m. on the last 

Tuesday prior to the date of the election for which the ballot is being requested. The form may be mailed, faxed, e-mailed or 

delivered in person. A request form must be received for each primary or election that a voter desires to vote a by-mail absentee 

ballot. 

Completing the State Absentee Ballot Request Form 

The State Absentee Ballot Request Form may only be signed by the voter or a near relative or legal guardian of the voter. When 

completing the form, the voter or the requestor must sign and provide the voter’s name, residential address, date of birth, and an 

identification number for the voter (NC DMV driver license number, NC DMV identification card number, or the last four digits of the 

voter’s Social Security number.) If an identification number is not provided on the form, then the requestor must submit one of the 

documents listed below along with the completed request form: 

• A copy of a current and valid photo identification. 

• A copy of one of the following documents that shows the name and address of the voter: a current utility bill, bank 

statement, government check, paycheck, or other government document.  

If a person other than the voter (a near relative or legal guardian) makes the request, then the requestor must also provide his or 

her name and residential address on the request form. If requesting a ballot for a partisan primary, and the voter is registered 

Unaffiliated, the voter or requestor should indicate the ballot preference for the voter (which party’s primary in which the voter 

wishes to participate). Finally, the voter or requestor must provide the address where the absentee balloting materials are to be 

mailed, if different than the voter’s residential address. If a registered North Carolina voter (including eligible dependents) is absent 

due to military service or is currently living overseas, then only the actual voter should complete the State Absentee Ballot Request 

Form in order to afford special voting rights to the voter. More information for military and overseas voters is available on the State 

Board of Elections website.  

Receiving the Ballot 

If a valid request is received, the county board of elections will mail the voter absentee balloting materials to the address provided 

on the request form when absentee ballots are available. Absentee ballots are available: 

• 50 days prior to the date of the May Primary. 

• 60 days prior to the date of the General Election. 

 The absentee balloting materials will consist of: 

• a blank official absentee ballot; 

• absentee voting instructions; and 
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• the Absentee Application and Certificate found on the back of the return ballot-container envelope. 

Voting an Absentee Ballot 

In the presence of two witnesses (or one witness if the witness is a Notary Public), the voter should mark the ballot, or cause it to be 

marked according to his or her instructions. Once the ballot is marked, the voter or a person assisting the voter must seal the ballot 

in the container-return envelope and must then complete the Absentee Application and Certificate on the back of the ballot 

container-return envelope. The voter’s witnesses must complete and sign the envelope in the space designated as Witnesses’ 

Certification (or Alternative Notary-Witness Certification, if using a Notary Public as the witness).  If someone assisted the voter, the 

assister must sign and date the certificate as well. 

Returning the Voted Ballot 

Once the Absentee Application and Certificate is fully executed with all relevant signatures, the voted ballot (contained inside of the 

container-return envelope) must be returned to the County Board of Elections no later than 5:00 p.m. on the date of the election. 

The envelope may be mailed or delivered in person. Ballots received after 5:00 p.m. on Election Day will be timely ONLY if they are 

received by mail and bear a postmark that is dated on or before the date of the election and are received no later than 5:00 p.m. on 

the third day following the election. 
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What to Expect at One-stop Voting Sites and Polling Places 

Order of Candidates Names for Primary Contests 

The list of candidates’ names for primary contests will be in order of the candidates’ last name starting with the letter “W” and will 

then be listed in reverse alphabetical order. The complete order will be as follows: 

W V U T S R Q P O N M L K J I H G F E D C B A Z Y X 

In a primary contest, if one or more candidates’ last name begins with the same letter, then the order of the candidates’ names on 

the ballot for that contest will then be in regular alphabetical order based upon those candidates’ first names. 

Order of Candidates Names for General Election Contests 

The list of candidates’ names for General Election contests will be in order of the nominee for (1) the Republican Party; (2) the 

Democratic Party; (3) the Libertarian Party; and (4) any candidates that qualified to run as an unaffiliated candidate. 

No Straight-Party Voting 

On the ballots for the General Election, there will no longer be a place that allows a voter with one mark to vote for the candidates 

of a party for more than one office. Straight-party voting was eliminated in North Carolina with the recent election law changes.  

Voters may only vote for each partisan contest item on the General Election ballot separately. 

Voter ID Education 

At any primary and election between May 1, 2014, and January 1, 2016, any registered voter may present photo identification to the 

elections officials at the voting place but may not be required to do so. Each voter presenting in person will be notified that photo 

identification will be needed to vote beginning in 2016 and will be asked if he or she has one of the forms of photo identification 

appropriate for voting. If the voter indicates he or she does not have one of the types of photo identification appropriate for voting, 

the voter will be asked to sign an acknowledgment of the photo identification requirement and be given a list of types of photo 

identification appropriate for voting and information on how to obtain those types of photo identification. The list of names of those 

voters who signed an acknowledgment is a public record.  

Under long-standing federal and state law, certain first-time voters may be asked to show identification if they did not provide 

identification information when they initially registered to vote in the county. These first-time voters may show either a current and 

valid photo identification or a copy of one of the following documents that shows the name and address of the voter: a current 

utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other government document.  

Poll Observers 

In addition to the two poll observers from each political party who may be designated to attend each voting place in a primary or 

election, the chair of each political party in a county may designate 10 additional at-large observers who are residents of the county 

who may attend any voting place in that county. Not more than two observers plus one of the at-large observers from the same 

political party may be in a voting enclosure at the same time. 

Voter Challenges 

On the day of a primary or election, any registered voter of the same county has the right to challenge the right to vote 

of any registered voter who presents to vote. Election Day challenges are no longer limited to voters who reside in the 

same precinct. (Challenges of absentee voting, including voters at one-stop early voting sites, still may only be made by a 

voter of the same precinct as the challenged voter.)No electioneering near the front entrance to a voting site 

No electioneering may occur within the area immediately outside of the front entrance of a voting place. This area will be marked by 
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signage to designate the area of the “buffer zone,” which is typically 50 feet from the front entrance but in any case must be at least 

25 feet from the front entrance. Persons may not engage in electioneering in this restricted area. If a political sign is placed in this 

restricted area, it will be removed. If the voting site is located on private property, additional limitations on electioneering activities 

on the property may apply. Every voting site will offer curbside voting in a designated area, to allow voters with disabilities to cast 

their vote in a vehicle. All persons on the property for the purposes of electioneering must respect the privacy of curbside voters, 

even if the vehicle is located outside of the “buffer zone.” For more information about the area in which electioneering is restricted 

for a specific voting site, contact your local County Board of Elections office.  

Issues or Complaints at Voting Sites 

Any issue or complaint relating to a voting site should first be brought to the attention of the polling place’s Chief Judge (or, in the 

case of a one-stop early voting site, staff or manager of the voting site). If the issue cannot be resolved by the election official at the 

voting site, contact the local County Board of Elections office. 


