
Board of Commissioners

Rutherford County

Meeting Agenda

Office Building

289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

Commission Chambers6:00 PMMonday, March 3, 2014

I.  Call to Order

A.  Pledge of Allegiance

B.  Agenda Approval

II.  Public Hearings

Rutherford County Animal Code UpdateA.

Animal Control Ordinance 3Attachments:

III.  Public Comments

Citizens who wish to speak must register with the Human Resources Director who will be located in the 

Board Meeting Room. Comments should be limited to three (3) minutes. Written comments submitted 

prior to the Board meeting will be copied and distributed to the County Commissioners.

IV.  Consent Agenda

Minutes of February 3, 2014A.

MeetingMinutes 20140203Attachments:

Minutes of February 11, 2014B.

20140211MinutesAttachments:

Minutes of Special Meeting of November 4, 2014C.

20131104 Special Meeting MinutesAttachments:

Tax Refunds and Releases - March 3, 2013D.

Tax Refunds Releases Mar 2014Attachments:

V.  Commissioners/Appointments

Board of Equalization and Review for 2014A.

Equalization_and_Review_ResolutionAttachments:
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March 3, 2014Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda

Appointment to Isothermal Planning and Development Commission 

Board of Directors

B.

Letter for IPDCAttachments:

Appointment of Deputy ClerkC.

VI.  Old Business

Ruth School Adaptive Reuse PlanA.

Biggerstaff Hanging Tree PropertyB.

Biggerstaff Hanging Tree

Biggerstaff Preliminary Budget Estimate

Attachments:

Public Comments PolicyC.

Public Comments GuidelinesAttachments:

VII.  New Business

Interlocal Agreement between Rutherford County and Broad River Water Authority to 

Construct Waterline

A.

Broad River Water AgreementAttachments:

Resolution to Authorize The County Manager To Complete And Submit A Grant 

Application  For Industrial Development Funds For A Water Line Improvement Project 

To Serve Project APPI And Other Businesses Along Fairground Road In Rutherford 

County And Provide The Required 25% Local Matching Funds

B.

Resolution for Project APPIAttachments:

Building Reuse and Restoration Grant in Support of Project VSCC.

Golden Leaf Grant Grant in Support of Project VSCD.

Resolution To Appropriate The Required 25% Local Cash Match Contingent Upon 

Approval By The Town Of Spindale To Complete And Submit A Grant Application  For 

Industrial Development Funds For A Sewer Improvement To Serve Project Nathan.

E.

Resolution for Project NathanAttachments:

Accept and Appropriate Building Reuse and Grant in Support of Project CozyF.

Budget AmendmentsG.

Budget Amendments March 2014Attachments:

Flying Flags at Half StaffH.

Request for Property ExemptionI.

LateExemptApplication_021714Attachments:
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March 3, 2014Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda

Public Awareness Campaign for Cell Phone Use When Calling 911J.

Cell Phone Public Awareness revisedAttachments:

Daniel Morgan Water District Mid Atlantic/Hines Road Waterline ExtensionK.

DMWD Mid Atlantic Hines Road Waterline ExtensionAttachments:

Request from Rutherford County Schools Education FoundationL.

Letter from RCSEFAttachments:

County Service Districts for Fire ProtectionM.

Fire Training FacilityN.

Walter Dalton EmailAttachments:

VIII.  Information

Tax Collector’s ReportA.

Tax Collectors Report Mar 2014Attachments:

IX.  Adjournment

RUTHERFORD COUNTY IS COMMITTED TO FULL COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH 

DISABILITIES ACT STANDARDS. TRANSLATION SERVICES, ASSISTANCE OR ACCOMMODATION 

REQUESTS FROM PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES ARE TO BE REQUESTED NOT LESS THAN 3 

WORKING DAYS BEFORE THE DAY OF THE EVENT. PLEASE CALL (828) 287-6045.
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-153, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Rutherford County Animal Code Update

Summary:

At the February meeting County Attorney Richard Williams provided a proposed update to the present
Rutherford County Code which relates to animal control.  He had held discussions with folks in both the
District Attorney’s and the Sheriff’s Offices regarding issues involving the current code.  It has been two
decades since the Code was last substantively amended.  Many new state laws have been passed during this
time.  Therefore some inconsistencies have been created.  Attorney Williams’ draft would remove the
inconsistencies and comply with the state law.  A copy of the proposed changes is attached.

Budget:

Contact Information:

Richard Williams, County Attorney
288-1844
richard.williams@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Approve ordinance changes.

Rutherford County Printed on 2/27/2014Page 1 of 1
powered by Legistar™1
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An Ordinance of the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners 
 

Relating to Dangerous Animals 
 

 
Proposal 1: Under Article I, Section I, delete current definition of “Dangerous Dog” 
including Exception, “Keeper”, and “Owner” 
 
 
Proposal 2: Under Article I Section I, add new definitions for “Animal control director”, 
“Animal control officer”, “Appellate Board”, “Dangerous Animal”, “Domestic Animal”, 
“Potentially Dangerous Animal”, “Owner”, “Owner’s real property”, and “Secure 
Enclosure” as follows 
 

Animal control director: sworn deputy of the Rutherford County Sheriff’s Office 
appointed by the Sheriff of Rutherford County to direct animal control matters within 
Rutherford County and to perform such duties as defined under this ordinance. 
 
Animal control officer: any sworn deputy of the Rutherford County Sheriff’s Office 
assigned by the Sheriff of Rutherford County to perform animal control duties.  The 
animal control director shall be considered an animal control officer for the purposes 
of this ordinance. 
 
Appellate Board: the board established herein to hear appeals of any designation of 
an animal as a potentially dangerous animal or for any other such matters as set 
forth herein. 
 
Dangerous Animal:  any animal that: 
A. Without provocation has killed or inflicted severe injury on a person; or 
B. Has been determined by the person or board designated by the County to be 

potentially dangerous because the animal has, on another occasion, engaged in 
one (1) or more of the behaviors deemed potentially dangerous as set forth in the 
definition of “potentially dangerous animal” herein; or 

C. Any dog that is harbored primarily or in part for the purposes of dog fighting, or 
any dog trained for dog fighting; or 

D. An animal that has been declared a potentially dangerous animal without the 
animal owner appealing such determination within the prescribed time. 

 
Domestic Animal: any of various animal species such as domestic dogs, domestic 
cats, horses, sheep, cattle, goats, hogs, poultry, et al, traditionally kept, cared for, 
sheltered, fed or harbored for use as a companion animal or otherwise domesticated 
by man so as to live and breed in a tame condition. 
 
Potentially Dangerous Animal: any animal that has been determined to have: 
A. Inflicted a bite on a person that resulted in broken bones or disfiguring 

lacerations or required cosmetic surgery or hospitalization; or 
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B. Killed or inflicted severe injury upon a domestic animal when not on the owner’s 
real property; or 

C. Approached a person when not on the owner’s real property in a vicious or 
terrorizing manner in an apparent attitude of attack. 

 
Owner: any person, group of persons, firm, partnership or corporation owning, 

keeping, having custody or control over, sheltering, feeding, harboring or allowing 
animal to remain on or about their property for more than  seventy-two (72) consecutive 
hours.  Owner does not include veterinarians or commercial kennel operators 
temporarily maintaining on their premises for a period of less than thirty (30) days 
animals owned by other persons.  In the event that the owner is a minor, for the 
purposes of this ordinance, the parent or legal guardian of such minor shall be 
considered the owner. 
 
 Owner’s real property: any real property owned or leased by the owner of the 
animal, but does not include any public right-of-way or a common area of a 
condominium, apartment complex, or townhouse development.  
 
 Secure enclosure:  a fence or structure from which an animal cannot escape by 
any means unless freed by the owner and which has been approved by animal control 
officer.  None of the following shall be considered a secure enclosure: a chain or leash 
attached to any fixed object or any form of non-physical restraint system, including but 
not limited to electronic fence or shock collar. 
 
 
Proposal 3:  Rename certain Section titles of Article IV as follows: 
 
 Sec. I – Designation of potentially dangerous animal. 
 Sec. II – Owner appeal of potentially dangerous animal designation 
 Sec. III – Confinement, muzzlingPreventive measures and control of dangerous 
animal and potentially dangerous animal 
 
 
Proposal 4: Amend Article IV Section I (1) as follows: 
 
 (1) If the animal control director, after investigation supported by the evidence, 
finds that Aany animal fulfillsing any section of the definition for “dangerous animal” or 
for “potentially dangerous animal”, then that animal shallmay be designated or declared 
a potentially dangerous animalby animal shelter director, or designee, after a review of 
the information contained in a report submitted by an appropriate authority. 
 
 
Proposal 5: Amend Article IV Section I (3) as follows: 
 
 (3) The owner may appeal the determination by filing a written objections with the 
animal control shelter director within three (3) days and requesting a hearing with the 
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appellate board.  If the owner does not appeal the determination within three (3) days of 
the communication of the animal control shelter director’s decision, then the 
determination shall be final. 
 
 
Proposal 6: Amend Article IV Section 1(4) as follows: 
 
 (4) The owner must allow animal control officers to make whatever inquiries are 
deemed necessary to assure compliance of [with] this ordinance which includes giving 
any details of the dangerous animal or potentially dangerous animal, including but not 
limited to the incident being investigated or such others as disclosed in the course of 
such investigation, dates, names, addresses, telephone numbers, and accounts by 
witnesses.  An Inspection of the owner’s real property or such other premises where the 
dangerous animal or potentially dangerous animal is confined must be allowed to the 
animal control officer or other appropriate authority. 
 
 
Proposal 7: Amend Article IV Section 1(5) as follows: 
 
 (5) Any animal that has been designated as a dangerous animal or as a 
potentially dangerous animal under this ordinance may not be offered for sale or 
adoption. 
 
 
Proposal 8: Add new Article IV Section 1(6) as follows: 
 
 (6) For the purposes of this ordinance, there shall be no determination of 
dangerous dog or potentially dangerous dog for the following: 
  (a). A dog being used by a law enforcement officer to carry out the law 
enforcement officers official duties;  
  (b)  A domestic animal where the injury inflicted by the domestic animal 
was sustained by a person who, at the time of the injury, was committing a willful 
trespass or other tort, was tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the domestic animal, had 
tormented, abused, or assaulted the domestic animal, or was committing or attempting 
to commit a crime; or 
  (c)  A domestic animal where the said domestic animal inflicted the injury 
upon another domestic animal while in defense of an attack by that other domestic 
animal upon itself or upon its young. 
 
 
Proposal 9: Move Article IV Section II (1) to create a new Article IV Section III (1) and 
amend as follows: 
 

(1) If the owner of an animal that has been designated as a potentially 
dangerous doganimal or meets the definition of a dangerous animal is unwilling or 
unable to comply with the above regulationsrequirements set forth in this ordinance for 
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keeping such an dangerous animal or a potentially dangerous animal then he/shethe 
owner must, within three (3) working days of receipt of the communication of such 
designation, surrender possession of the animal to an animal control officer or have the 
animal humanely euthanized by an animal control officer or by a licensed veterinarian 
approved by the health director. within three (3) working days of the final determination 
or notification that the animal is a dangerous animal.  The owner who is unwilling to 
comply with this section shall have the right of appeal as outlined below. 
 
 
Proposal 10: Renumber all subsections of Article IV Section II to reflect the removal of 
subsection (1). 
 
 
Proposal 11:  Amend Article IV Section II (1) [formerly (2)] as follows: 
 
 (1)(2) Any appeal of the determination of potentially dangerous animal pursuant 
to Article IV Section I (3) received by the animal controlshelter director will be 
considered an appeal to the Appellate Board.  will be acted upon by tThe aAppellate 
bBoard whichshall consists of three members, including: the animal shelter director, two 
individuals appointed by the Board of Commissioners of Rutherford County, one of 
whom must be a licensed veterinarian,; and the health director, who shall serve as the 
chair of the Appellate Board, and a county commissioner.  The hearing shall be 
scheduled within ten (10) days of the filing of the written objections by the owner with 
the animal control directorand request for a hearing.  The hearing shall be conducted 
pursuant to the provisions of N.C. Gen. Stat. 67-4.1 et seq. 
 
 
Proposal 12: Amend Article IV Section II (2) [formerly (3)] as follows: 
 
 (2)(3) Owner shall make any appeal from the final decision of the Appellate 
Board by filing notice of appeal and a petition for review to the Rutherford County 
Superior Court, with copy sent to the animal control director, within ten (10) days of the 
final decision of the Appellate Board.  If the owner fails to make such appeal the 
designation of the decision of the aAppellate bBoard, by filing notice of appeal and a 
petition for review with the shelter director and Rutherford County Superior Court within 
ten (10) days of the final decision of the appellate board, then the decision of the 
aAppellate bBoard shall be final. 
 
 
Proposal 13: Redesignate Article IV Section III as Article IV Section III (2) and amend as 
follows: 
 
 (2) It shall be unlawful for any ownercustodian to keep any vicious, fierce or 
dangerous animal or potentially dangerous animal within the county, unless it is 
confined within a secure building or enclosure at all times, or, if beyond the owner’s real 
property, unless it is securely restrained by leash or chain, muzzled and under control of 
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an individual physically able to restrain the animal at all times.  In addition to these 
requirements, the animal control director shall have authority to require the owner of a 
dangerous animal or an animal designated a potentially dangerous animal to comply 
with specific preventive measures, including but not limited to the following, which 
measures not intended as a comprehensive or exclusive listing of measures which may 
be required by the animal control director or by any animal control officer acting at the 
direction of the animal control director: 
 

(a) Necessary repairs or improvements of any type or kind to any fence or 
structure forming a part of the secured enclosure to ensure its 
effectiveness in preventing the dangerous animal’s or potentially 
dangerous animal’s escape, including but not limited to measures 
against escape by digging under or jumping over such fence or 
structure. 

(b) Measures to ensure that any gate forming part of the secured 
enclosure will remain secure against escape of the dangerous animal 
or potentially dangerous animal and/or against entrance children. 

(c) Requiring owner to permanently identify the the dangerous animal or 
potentially dangerous animal by means of tattooing or insertion of 
microchip by a licensed veterinartian. 

(d) Posting of signage of no less than twelve inches by eight inches (12” x 
8”) in stating “Beware of Dog” or “Beware of Dangerous Animal” or 
similar warning approved by the animal control officer. 

(e) Requiring the animal to be spayed or neutered. 
(f) Such other requirements to ensure that the dangerous animal or the 

potentially dangerous animal will not escape the secured enclosure or 
ensure the public safety. 

  
The animal control director shall deliver a written order to the owner including any such 
requirements for the keeping and maintenance of the potentially dangerous animal or 
dangerous animal.  Owner shall have ten (10) calendar days to comply with the written 
order.  The written order shall further state that failure to comply within the time period 
prescribed may result in the assessment of civil penalties and/or seizure of the animal.  
The animal control director shall have the authority to allow reasonable extensions of 
time limits based on good faith progress of implementation of the preventive measures, 
which extensions of time must be in writing.  An animal control officer may confiscate 
and impound the dangerous animal or potentially dangerous animal until the owner 
completes the required preventive measures.  The owner of the dangerous animal or 
potentially dangerous animal will be responsible for all fees and costs incurred to house, 
feed, and care for said animal during such impoundment. 
by a competent person who, by means of a lease, chain, or rope, has such animal firmly 
under control at all times.  The premises on which any animal under this animal [control 
ordinance] is confined and shall be clearly marked with a warning sign measuring at 
least twelve by eight (12 x 8) inches and states “Beware of Dangerous Animal”.  This 
sign must be clearly visible and capable of being read from an adjacent public highway 
or street. 
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 The owner or keep must notify an animal control officer of any change in status 
of the dangerous animal within twenty-four (24) hours of learning, or hearing, that it is 
loose, unconfined, has attached another person or domestic animal, or has died. 
 
 The Rutherford County Animal Control Officer has the authority to periodically 
inspect the premises of an animal declared as “dangerous” to ascertain if guidelines 
within this ordinance are being met. 
 
 
Proposal 14: Add new Article IV Section III (3) as follows: 
 
 (3) It shall be unlawful for the owner to fail to comply with the written order to 
take preventive measures within the designated time for compliance stated in the 
written order or any written extension thereof.  Any animal control officer shall have the 
authority to seize and impound the dangerous animal or potentially dangerous animal if 
the owner fails to comply with the written order.  Each day of non-compliance shall 
constitute a new violation. 
 
 
Proposal 15: Add new Article IV Section III (4) as follows: 
 
 (4) Any animal control officer shall have the authority at any time and from 
time to time to inspect the owner’s real property or any such premises upon which any 
dangerous animal or potentially dangerous animal is confined to ascertain and 
determine owner’s compliance with  the requirements of the written order and any other 
requirements of this ordinance or of N.C. Gen. Stat. 67-4.1 et seq. 
 
 
Proposal 16: Add new Article IV Section III (5) as follows: 
 
 (5) The owner must notify an animal control officer of any change in status of 
any dangerous animal or potentially dangerous animal within twenty-four (24) hours of 
learning, or hearing, that it is loose, unconfined, has attacked another person or 
domestic animal, or has died. 
 
 
Proposal 17: Add new Article IV Section III (6) as follows: 
 
 (6) Any animal previously designated a potentially dangerous animal that is 
subsequently found by the animal control director to have engaged in a new incident 
that meets the definition of potentially dangerous animal as defined in this ordinance 
shall be impounded and euthanized in a humane manner. 
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Proposal 18: Redesignate Article IV Section V as Article IV Section II (4) and amend as 
follows: 
 
 (4). Any dangerous animal not kept in accordance with the requirements of 
this article, may be confiscated by the animal control officer and harbored at the owner’s 
expense until the owner or keeper complies with the requirements of this ordinance.  In 
the event an owner or keeper appeals an action of the determination of the animal as a 
potentially dangerous animalof the animal control program, any undomesticated or the 
said dangerous animal may be harbored impounded by theany animal control officer at 
the owner’s expense, pending the outcome of the appeal process unless the owner or 
keeper provides restraint in the manner prescribed  complies with the written order for 
preventive measures by the animal control directorofficer.  Any such expense 
undertaken by the owner to comply with such written order shall be solely at owner’s 
expense with no compensation by the County no matter the outcome of the appeal. 
 
 
Proposal 18:  Renumber and redesignate Article IV Section VI as Article IV Section V 
and renumber and redesignate Article IV Section VII as Article IV Section VI. 
 
Proposal 19:  Delete Article IV Section VI [old Section VII] and replace with new 
language as follows: 
 

A. Penalty for attacks by dangerous dogs: The owner of a dangerous dog that 
attacks a person and causes physical injuries requiring medical treatment in 
excess of one hundred dollars ($100.00) shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine of up to five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), imprisonment up 
to two years, or both (GS 67-4.3) 

B. Strict liability: The owner of a dangerous dog shall be strictly liable in civil 
damages for any injuries or property damage the dog inflicts upon a person, his 
property, or another animal. (GS 67-4.4) 

C. Penalty for violations of this article: Except as otherwise provided, any person 
who violates any provision of the ordinance, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and 
fined up to five hundred dollars ($500.00) and/or imprisoned not more than thirty 
(30) days.  Each day’s violation shall constitute a separate offense. 

 
(1)  Notwithstanding any civil penalties outlined herein, any person violating 

the provisions of this ordinance may be found guilty of a misdemeanor under N.C. Gen. 
Stat. 14-4 and as provided in N.C. Gen. Stat. 153A-123, and may be subject to a civil 
penalty of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment, or both, for 
each offense.  For a continuing violation, each day’s violation may be deemed a 
separate offense. 

(2)  This ordinance may be enforced by an appropriate equitable remedy, 
injunction or order issuing from a court of competent jurisdiction pursuant to N.C. Gen. 
Stat. 153A-123(d) and (e). 

(3)  Use of any remedy herein shall not preclude those penalties and strict 
liability as set forth in N.C. Gen. Stat. 67-4.3 and 4.4. 
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(4)  Animal control officers may issue civil penalty citations in accordance with 
the civil penalty and fee schedule which is adopted by resolution of the Board of 
Commissioners and is incorporated herein by reference.  Any such civil penalties may 
be appealed to the Appellate Board.  

 
 
Proposal 20:  Amend final paragraph of Article V Section II as follows: 
 
 Any animals that exhibit fierce, dangerous, or aggressive behavior or which may 

be a dangerous animal or has ever been designated a potentially dangerous animal 
shall not be offered for adoption from the county animal shelter. 

 
 
 
        __________________________ 
        Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Commissioners 
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Minutes of February 3, 2014

Summary:

The minutes of the regular meeting of the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners’ meeting held on
February 3, 2014 are presented for the Board’s consideration.

Budget:

Contact Information:

Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board
287-6045
hazel.haynes@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Approve minutes.
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 Rutherford County  

 Meeting Minutes 
 

 Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 
  
Monday, February 3, 2014 6:00 PM Commission Chambers 
  289 North Main Street 
  Rutherfordton, NC 28139 

I.  Call to Order 
 
 Chairman Eckler called the meeting to order. 
 

Present: 5 -  Chairperson Bill Eckler 
 Vice Chairperson Eddie Holland 
 Commissioner Greg Lovelace 
 Commissioner Julius Owens 
 Commissioner Roger Richard 

 Absent: 0    
 
 
A. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 Commissioner Owens led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
B. Agenda Approval 
 
 Chairman Eckler asked that the following changes be made to the agenda for the February 3, 
2014 meeting. 
 
 Remove: 
 V. Commissioners/Appointments 

 A.  Commissioner Owens - Resolution Opposing an increase to Homeowner's Insurance 
Rates 

  B.  Appointments to Rutherford County Boards/Commissions 
 
 Add: 
 V. Commissioners/Appointments 
  C.  Public Comments Policy - Attorney Opinion 
 
 Move  
 VIII. New Business 

C. Budget Amendments 
 to follow  
 VIII. New Business 
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  F.  Resolution for a Local Industrial Incentive Grant as a Qualifying Match for a One 
NC Fund Grant 

 
 Refer to staff to include with 2014-2015 budget presentation: 
 VIII. New Business 
  O. Solid Waste Code Update 
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Owens and seconded by Vice Chairperson Holland 
that the agenda be approved as amended. The motion carried by the following vote: 
 
 Aye:  5 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard 
 Nay:  0    
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
 
 

II. Public Comments 
 
 Ms. Lynn Faltraco, Executive Director of the Community Pet Center, provided statistics of the 
improving conditions at the Animal Shelter.  This organization has maintained a small office at the 
Animal Control Department for over 16 years.  In 1995, 5,833 animals came into the center and only 
209 were saved.  In 2013, 3,438 animals came into the center and 2,181 were saved.    
 
 Ms. Amy Drum told the Board that four months ago she first talked to them about the relocation 
of the Haynes Library in Cliffside.  During this time she has visited other libraries in surrounding 
counties.  The building which she owns and proposes to lease to the county for the Haynes library has 
many of the same assets that these libraries have.  She will send a formal invitation to the Board to visit 
her facility prior to the next Library Board meeting in April.    
 
 Mr. Boyce Abernathy told the Board that the approved Budget Ordinance for 2012-2013   gave 
the authority to the County Manager to execute documents which are not brought before the Board.  
This presents a transparency problem.  Since these documents are not discussed at a County 
Commissioners' meeting, citizens are in the dark.  
 
 Terry Baynard, Operations Supervisor at Emergency Services, referred to a recent article in the 
Daily Courier that showcased the heroics of EMS employees.  He recognized employees that were 
present and thanked them for their dedication. 
 
 

IV. Consent Agenda 
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Owens and seconded by Vice Chairperson Holland 
that the consent agenda be approved. The motion carried by the following vote: 
 
 Aye:  5 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace,  
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard 
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 Nay:  0    
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
 
 Items on the Consent Agenda which were approved were: 
 
 A. Minutes of Regular Meeting of January 6, 2014 
 B. Minutes of Special Meeting of January 6, 2014 
 C. Tax Refunds and Releases - February, 2014 
 
 

V. Commissioners/Appointments 
 
A. Resolution Opposing an Increase to Homeowner’s Insurance Rates 
 
 Removed from agenda. 
 
 
B. Appointments to Rutherford County Boards and Commissions 
 
 Removed from agenda. 
 
 
C. Public Comments Policy – Attorney Opinion 
 
 County Attorney Richard Williams told the Board that the Rutherford County Commissioners’ 
Public Comments Guidelines were adopted by the Board in 2003.  He recommended that some updates 
be approved by the Board and provided a copy of his recommendations. 
 
 Chairman Eckler asked that this be placed on the agenda for the March meeting. 
 
 

VIII. New Business 
 
A. Request for exemption from NCGS 143-64.32 requiring the request for qualifications 

process for professional services where fees are in an amount less than $30,000 
 
 Economic Development Director Matt Blackwell told the Board that Rutherford County 
Economic Commission had requested approval of the exemption from NCGS 143-64.32 requiring the 
request for qualification process for professional services where fees are in an amount less than $30,000 
for the Daniel Road Economic Development Project and the proposal submitted by Clearwater 
Environmental Consultants to complete a jurisdiction determination, survey and obtain approval of the 
determination by the US Army Corp of Engineers.   Additionally, Clearwater Environmental 
Consultants will update and complete an endangered and threatened species survey on the subject 
property as included in the project proposal.   Approval of the described due diligence activities are 
required to ensure developability of the project site by future industrial prospects.   
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 The County Manager requests approval by the Board of Commissioners to exempt professional 
engineering, architectural, and survey services for the Daniel Road Economic Development Project from 
the request for qualifications process provided for in State law.  Counties may elect to provide this 
exemption where estimated professional service fees are in an amount less than $30,000. 
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Lovelace and seconded by Commissioner Holland to 
exempt the Daniel Road Economic Development Project from Chapter 143-64.32(a) of the North 
Carolina General Statutes, as amended, for the following reasons: •  
 

• Rutherford County has an extensive history of working with Clearwater 
Environmental Consultants on projects requiring environmental review; •  

 
• Clearwater Environmental Consultants has prior experience at the Daniel Road 
Economic Development Project and has specific knowledge of surface waters and 
endangered species found on the site; and •  

 
• Utilization of Clearwater Environmental Consultants, with existing knowledge of 
surface waters and endangered species found on the project site, will result in a cost savings 
to Rutherford County.  

 
 Additionally, approval of this action will authorize the County Manager to execute 
applicable agreements to complete work included in the proposal submitted by Clearwater 
Environmental Consultants.  The motion carried by the following vote. 
  
 Aye:  4 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace 
and Commissioner Owens 
 Nay:  1 -  Commissioner Richard 
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
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B. Request exemption from NCGS 143-64.32 requiring the request for qualifications process 

for professional services where fees are in an amount less than $30,000 
 

 Mr. Blackwell also told the Board that the Rutherford County Economic Development 
Commission requests approval of the exemption from NCGS 143-64.32 for the Daniel Road Economic 
Development Project and the proposal submitted by S&ME to complete subsurface exploration at the 
project site.  Approval of the described due diligence activity is necessary to ensure developability of the 
project site by future industrial prospects.  Approval of the action request will include authorization for 
the County Manager to execute the professional service agreement associated with the proposal 
submitted by S&ME.  Duke Energy will provide matching funds, in the amount up to $10,000, as a 1:1 
match to Rutherford County expenditures associated with due diligence required to prepare the property 
for industrial development.   
 
 The County Manager requests approval by the Board of Commissioners to exempt professional 
engineering, architectural, and survey services for the Daniel Road Economic Development Project from 
the request for qualifications process provided for in State law.  Counties may elect to provide this 
exemption where estimated professional service fees are in an amount less than $30,000.    
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Owens and seconded by Commissioner Lovelace to 
exempt the Daniel Road Economic Development Project from Chapter 143-64.32(a) of the North 
Carolina General Statutes, as amended, for the following reasons:  
 

a) Rutherford County has an extensive history of working with S&ME on projects 
requiring environmental review;   

 
b) S&ME has prior experience at the Daniel Road Economic Development Project and has 

specific knowledge associated with prior subsurface exploration on the project site; and   
 
c) Utilization of S&ME, with existing knowledge associated with prior subsurface 

exploration on the site, will result in a cost savings to Rutherford County.  
 
He further moved to authorize the County Manager to execute applicable agreements to 

complete work included in the proposal submitted by S&ME. The motion carried by the following 
vote.  
 
 Aye:  4 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace 
and Commissioner Owens 
 Nay:  1 -  Commissioner Richard 
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
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D. Project APPI Resolution for Rutherford County Incentive Grant 
 
 Rutherford County Economic Development requested approval of a Local Industrial Incentive 
Grant to induce an existing industry expansion including necessary renovations and improvements 
resulting in capital investments in real and personal property of at least $1,200,000.  The Company's 
proposed expansion and capital investment in real and personal property would enhance the County's 
property tax base and increase the County's property tax revenues.  Additionally, the expansion and 
capital investment will result in the retention of full time jobs at the existing facility located in 
Rutherford County.  Following approval of a Resolution by the Board of Commissioners in December 
2013, Rutherford County Economic Development prepared and submitted an Industrial Development 
Fund grant application in the amount of $200,000 for improvements to the public water infrastructure to 
support fire suppression systems required for Project APPI, an existing industry expansion, and 
available to other existing and future businesses located along Fairground Road in Spindale.  Rutherford 
County has received an award notification for an Industrial Development Fund grant in the amount of 
$200,000.  
 
 A second motion was requested to accept grant funds in the amount of $200,000 and authorize 
the Board of Commissioners Chairman and County Manager to execute all agreements in support of the 
Industrial Development Fund grant awarded on behalf of Project APPI.    
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Owens and seconded by Vice Chairperson Holland 
to approve the resolution.  The motion carried by the following vote:   
  
 Aye:  5 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard 
 Nay:  0    
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
 

RESOLUTION 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, RUTHERFORD COUNTY 

 
Authorizing the County to Pay Economic Development Incentives and the County Manager to 

Execute Economic Development Agreements 
 
WHEREAS, Project APPI ("Company") proposes to expand in Rutherford County ("County") 
a existing plastic injection molding facility ("Facility"), make necessary renovations and 
improvements, and install production equipment in the Facility ("Project"); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Company proposes to make capital investments in real and personal property of 
at least $1.2 million dollars; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Company has requested that the County provide economic development 
incentives; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County has determined that the Company qualifies for certain local economic 
development incentives; and 
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WHEREAS, the Company's expansion and the proposed capital improvements in the County 
would  enhance the County's property tax base and increase the County's property tax revenues; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the retention of full time jobs at the Facility provides a positive impact for the 
County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners deems it desirable and in the best interest of the 
County and its businesses and residents to offer certain economic development incentives to the 
Company and to authorize the County Manager to execute the necessary documents required to 
enter into an Economic Development Agreement (EDA) with the Company. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Rutherford 
County, North Carolina, as follows: 
 

1. The Board of Commissioners approves appropriating and spending from the 
County's general fund amounts to make annual cash grants to the Company, for a term of up to 5 
years, equal to a percentage of the ad valorem personal and real property taxes the Company pays 
to the County each year. The Company shall only be eligible for the Personal and Real Property 
Tax Grants if it makes the tangible personal and real Property capital investments as 
contemplated hereby, and pays all Ad Valorem taxes. Subject to the foregoing, the grants shall be 
calculated and paid as follows: 
 

a. The percentage applied to new real and personal property Ad Valorem property 
taxes paid shall be:  50%- Year 1, 40% - Year 2, 30% - Year 3, 20% - Year 4 and 
10% - Year 5 beginning when the company has invested a minimum of 
$1,200,000 in personal and real property. 

 
2. To implement the above described incentives and assistance, the Board of 

Commissioners hereby authorizes the County Manager to execute the Economic Development 
Agreement (EDA) on the County's behalf and to take all actions necessary to implement the 
actions and grants required by that EDA. The Board of Commissioners also authorizes the 
County Manager, before executing the EDA, to negotiate and approve changes to the EDA's 
language that do not increase the amounts of the cash grants the County is required to pay the 
Company, and that includes appropriate provisions for refunds from the Company, under the 
EDA. 
 
Approved this 3rd day of February, 2014. 
 

 A motion was made by Commissioners and seconded by Commissioner Lovelace to 
approve the acceptance of grant funds in the amount of $200,000 and authorize the Chairman and 
County Manager to execute all agreements in support of the Industrial Development Fund grant 
awarded on behalf of Project APPI.  The motion carried by the following vote:   
 
 Aye:  5 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard 
 Nay:  0    
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
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E. Building Reuse and Renovation Grant Application 
 
 Included in the agenda was a resolution requesting authorization for the County Manager to 
prepare and submit a Building Reuse and Renovation Grant Application and appropriate the required 5% 
local match in support of Project Nathan.  Project Nathan, a new industrial prospect, proposes to make 
certain capital investments in real and personal property of at least $2,000,000 and create 70 new 
full-time jobs over a three year period.  The investment proposed by Project Nathan will result in a net 
increase in property value and tax revenue. To induce this capital investment and creation of new 
full-time jobs, Rutherford County Economic Development requests approval for the County Manager to 
complete and submit a Building Reuse and Restoration grant application equal to one-half of the total 
renovation costs, which is presently expected to be in the vicinity of $100,000.  
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Owens and seconded by Vice Chairperson Holland 
that the resolution be approved. The motion carried by the following vote:  
 
 Aye:  5 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard 
 Nay:  0    
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
 

RESOLUTION TITLE:  TO APPROVE A LOCAL INDUSTRIAL INCENTIVE GRANT 
FOR USE AS A PORTION OF THE QUALIFYING 5% LOCAL CASH MATCH 
REQUIRED BY THE BUILDING REUSE AND RESTORATION PROGRAM – VACANT 
BUILDINGS GRANT AND AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY MANAGER TO COMPLETE 
AND SUBMIT A BUILDING REUSE AND RESTORATION PROGRAM – VACANT 
BUILDINGS GRANT IN SUPPORT OF PROJECT NATHAN, CONSIDERING A 
LOCATION IN RUTHEFORD COUNTY. 
 
WHEREAS, an industrial prospect, code name Nathan, proposes a location in Rutherford County 
that will result in the creation of 70 new full-time jobs and an investment of at least $2.0 million 
over three years; and 
 
WHEREAS, a portion of the proposed expenditures associated with this project, code name 
Nathan, are eligible for reimbursement through the Building Reuse and Restoration Program – 
Vacant Buildings; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed investment by the company, code name Nathan, will result in a net 
increase in property value; and,  
 
WHEREAS, in these difficult economic times, this investment in Rutherford County and its 
citizens is recognized and commended by the Board of Commissioners.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners supports this industrial recruitment project, code name Nathan, and authorizes the 
County Manager to complete and submit a Building Reuse and Restoration Program – Vacant 
Buildings grant application in the amount equal to one-half the total renovation cost which is 
presently expected to be in the vicinity of $100,000; 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners authorizes 
an appropriation from the fund balance to meet the requirements for the qualifying 5% local cash 
match required by the Building Reuse and Restoration Program – Vacant Buildings grant 
application and authorizes the Chairman and County Manager to sign and execute all documents 
necessary in support of the grant, if it is awarded in whole or part. 
 
Adopted this the 3rd day of February, 2014. 

 
 
F. Resolution for a Local Industrial Incentive Grant as a Qualifying Match for a One NC 

Fund Grant 
 
 Also included in the agenda was a resolution requesting approval of a Local Industrial Incentive 
Grant as a qualifying match for a One NC Fund Grant and authorizing the County Manager to submit a 
One NC Fund Grant application in support of Project Nathan.  To induce this capital investment and 
creation of new full-time jobs, Rutherford County Economic Development requests approval of a Local 
Industrial Incentive Grant in the amount of $50,000 for use as the qualifying 100% local match required 
by the One NC Fund grant and authorizes the County Manager to complete and submit the One NC 
Fund grant application in the amount of $50,000 in support of Project Nathan, considering a location in 
Rutherford County.  
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Owens and seconded by Commissioner   Lovelace 
that the resolution be approved. The motion carried by the following vote:  
 
 Aye:  5 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard 
 Nay:  0    
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
 

RESOLUTION TITLE:  TO APPROVE A LOCAL INDUSTRIAL INCENTIVE GRANT 
FOR USE AS A PORTION OF THE QUALIFYING 100% LOCAL CASH MATCH 
REQUIRED BY THE ONE NC FUND GRANT AND AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY 
MANAGER TO COMPLETE AND SUBMIT A ONE NC FUND GRANT IN SUPPORT 
OF PROJECT NATHAN, CONSIDERING A LOCATION IN RUTHEFORD COUNTY. 
 
WHEREAS, an industrial prospect, code name Nathan, proposes a location in Rutherford County 
that will result in the creation of 70 new full-time jobs and an investment of at least $2.0 million 
over three years; and 
 
WHEREAS, a portion of the proposed expenditures associated with this project, code name 
Nathan, are eligible for reimbursement through the One NC Fund Program; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed investment by the company, code name Nathan, will result in a net 
increase in property value; and,  
 
WHEREAS, in these difficult economic times, this investment in Rutherford County and its 
citizens is recognized and commended by the Board of Commissioners.  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners supports this industrial recruitment project, code name Nathan, and authorizes the 
County Manager to complete and submit a One NC Fund grant application in the amount of 
$50,000.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners authorizes 
the County Manager, with final approval from the Board of Commissioners, to draft and negotiate 
a local Industrial Incentive Grant in the amount not to exceed $50,000 over five years for Project 
Nathan to be applied as a portion of the qualifying local cash match required by the One NC Fund 
Grant application.  
 
Adopted this the 3rd day of February, 2014. 

 
 
C. Budget Amendments 
 
 County Manager Carl Classen reviewed certain budget amendments for the Board.    
 
 Sheriff’s Department – Animal Shelter – Salaries/Benefits  -  The Sheriff requests that funds be 
reallocated to convert a civilian position to a sworn position    
 
 Farmer’s Market  -  The Rutherford County Farmer’s Market had requested a budget amendment 
to move the Farmers’ Market to a permanent location, 172 Depot Street, in Forest City. After a lengthy 
process of stakeholder, vendor, and public meetings, this site was identified as the future, permanent 
home of the Farmers Market.      
 
 Soil and Water – School Grant Expenditures  -  Grants have been received for Forest Hunt 
Elementary and ROC Outdoor   Environmental Learning Center.      
 
 Social Services  -  Two plans have been presented for the additional Medicaid staff and the 
costs/savings   associated with each plan based on the 75% Federal Financial Participation.  The budget 
amendment is for Plan B.  Both are contingent on approval by CMS.  
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Lovelace and seconded by Vice   Chairperson 
Holland that the budget amendments be approved. The motion   carried by the following vote:  
 
 Aye:  4 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace 
and Commissioner Owens 
 Nay:  1 -  Commissioner Richard 
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
 
 
G. Revised System Safety Program Plan (SSPP) for Transit Department 
 
 A list of the updated revisions in the System Safety Program Plan for the Transit   Department 
that have been made since it was originally approved in August, 2011 was included in the agenda.  It is 
requested that the Board consider and approve these revisions.    
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 A motion was made by Commissioner Lovelace and seconded by Commissioner Owens that 
the System Safety Program Plan for Transit be approved. The motion carried by the following 
vote: 
 
 Aye:  5 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard 
 Nay:  0    
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
 
 
H. Update on the Revenue Department 
 
 Revenue Director Sherry Lavender provided an update on the newly organized and remodeled 
Revenue Department.  
 

• New office organization chart – March 2013   
• Name Change from Tax Dept. to Revenue Dept. – July 1, 2013   
• Office remodeled – September & October 2013 - Entire office relocated to Rutherford 

County Office Building   
• N.C. Vehicle Taxation system(NCVTS) – September 1, 2013  
• Dual billing on old County billing system including August renewals ongoing   
• Voice over Internet Protocol Phone system – January 6, 2014   
• New tax software (NCPTS) to be implemented – begin July 2014  -  Assessment, Billing, 

and Collections implemented July 2014   
• Land records/Computer Assisted Mass Appraisal implemented by December 2014  

 
 
I. Report on 2013 Real Property Tax Liens  Request to Advertise Delinquent Taxes 
 
 Revenue Director Lavender asked for approval to advertise tax liens that are now on the website 
on March 14, 2014.  Second notices are being prepared.  Ms. Lavender also told the Board that tax 
collections were 1% above the rate on this date in 2013.  
 
 A motion was made by Vice Chairperson Holland and seconded by Commissioner Lovelace 
to approve the listing of delinquent taxes on March 14,   2013.  The motion carried by the 
following vote:  
 
 Aye:  5 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard 
 Nay:  0    
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
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J. Rutherford County Animal Code Update 
 
 County Attorney Richard Williams provided a proposed update to the present Rutherford County 
Code which relates to animal control.  He advised that he had held discussions with folks in both the 
District Attorney’s Office and the Sheriff’s Office regarding issues involving the current code.  It has 
been two decades since the code was last substantively amended.  Many new state laws have been 
passed during this time.  Therefore some inconsistencies have been created.  His draft would remove the 
inconsistencies and comply with the state law.  
 
 Chairman Eckler directed that the document be presented in ordinance form and posted on the 
website.  He also asked that a public hearing be held on the ordinance change at the March meeting.  
 
 
K. Legislative Goals 
 
 County Manager Carl Classen asked the Board to provide any goals that they would like to be 
presented to the North Carolina Association of County Commissioners as legislative goals for the 
organization to consider.  Commissioner Owens stated that he wished to continue moving forward with 
the four-laning of US Highway 221 and request that South Carolina four lane the mile section that is not 
four-laned in their state.  He also asked that a goal be presented to designate the Highway 74 corridor 
from Interstate 26 to Interstate 85 as interstate.  
 
 Manager Classen asked if the Board would like these goals be presented as resolutions at the 
March meeting.  Commissioner Owens asked that the goals be forwarded on to the North Carolina 
Association of County Commissioners.    
 
 
L. Southeastern EMS Station 
 
 During its FY2012-13 budget deliberations, the County Commissioners voted to pursue 
construction of a Southeastern EMS Station in Henrietta.  The Commissioners approved adding 
convalescent transports to its EMS operations with the revenue expected to cover the cost of the new 
service and the cost of building and operating the new Southeastern Station.  Due to difficulty with the 
convalescent care transport start-up and a subsequent management reorganization of EMS and Transit 
services, the County Manager asked the Commissioners to hold over authorizing construction of the 
Southeastern EMS Station until at least six months into FY2013-14 while revenues and expenditures 
related to convalescent care transports and the reorganization stabilized.  Staff will provide that financial 
review at the February 3 meeting.   
 
 Transportation Director Kerry Giles presented the 2013-2014 monthly budgets for the EMS.  
Projects for this fiscal year show that the General Fund allocation to EMS will be approximately 
$100,850 less than anticipated.  There will be no additional personnel or vehicle cost for the Southeast 
Station as an ambulance and two employees are in place at the Cliffside Fire Department providing 
24/7/365 service to this area.   Manager Classen said moving forward with bids and specifications for 
the building would cost approximately $31,000.  Bid tab would be returned to the Commissioners in 
May or June.  
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 A motion was made by Vice Chairperson Holland and seconded by   Commissioner 
Lovelace to move forward with a request for bids for the   Southeastern EMS Station. The motion 
carried by the following vote:  
 
 Aye:  4 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace 
and Commissioner Owens 
 Nay:  1 -  Commissioner Richard 
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
 
 
M. Revised Rules of Procedure for Rutherford County Board of Commissioners 
 
 The Rules of Procedure for Rutherford County Board of Commissioners does not speak to 
changing or canceling a meeting of the Board due to inclement weather.  It is suggested that the 
following language be added to:  
 
 IV. Regular and Special Meetings  
 
  Rule 6. Regular and Special Meeting.  
 
  In case of inclement weather, the Chairman may change the time, date, or location or 
delay a meeting of the Board of Commissioners.   
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Lovelace and seconded by Commissioner Owens that 
the change in the Rutherford County Commissioners Rules and Procedures be approved.  The 
motion carried by the following vote: 
 
 Aye:  5 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard 
 Nay:  0    
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
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N. Infrastructure Development and Expansion Proposal 
 
 The County Commissioners have a goal to encourage expansion of water, sewer, and 
telecommunications infrastructure.  Since last year’s General Assembly, staff has monitored changes in 
state water and sewer grant and loan programs.  Further, the County is paying over half of the local 
match for the Countywide Sewer Systems Study.  The County previously appropriated funds to a local 
grant program outlined in the County Code.  Such funding has been difficult to continue in recent fiscal 
years. 
 
 A draft revision of Article VI of Appendix A of the County Code was included in the agenda that 
would create a revolving loan program using available County General Fund reserves.  The revisions 
utilize existing Code structure but create a revolving loan program to assist water and sewer providers in 
expanding and improving their systems.  Priority is given to projects that address a public health or 
economic development project. 
 
 Commissioner Lovelace asked that this be discussed at the upcoming retreat. 
 
 
O. Solid Waste Code Update 
 
 Referred to staff to include with 2014-2015 recommended budget. 
 
 

XI.  Adjournment 
 
 Commissioner Owens made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the motion.  
The motion carried by the following vote: 
 
 Aye:  5 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard 
 Nay:  0    
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
 
 Adjourned - 7:57 P.M. 
 
 
 
       __________________________________________ 
       Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
 
       __________________________________________ 
       Vice Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
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ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Commissioners 
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Rutherford County 

Meeting Minutes 
Board of Commissioners 

 
 
 
  
Tuesday, February 11, 2014 4:30 PM  Commission Chambers 
 289 North Main Street 
 Rutherfordton, NC 28139 
 
 
I. Call to Order 
 
 Present: 5 -  Chairperson Bill Eckler, Vice Chairperson Eddie Holland, 
Commissioner Greg Lovelace, Commissioner Julius Owens and Commissioner Roger Richard 
 Absent: 0    
 
II. New Business 
 
A. Project Giftwrap - Local Industrial Incentive Grant & 100% Match for One NC Fund 
Grant 
 
 Rutherford County Economic Development has worked with representatives of Project 
Giftwrap for 13 months evaluating locations for the company’s east coast manufacturing 
expansion project.  Rutherford County and a shell building in the  Riverstone Business Park 
have been identified as a finalist location for this project.  Project Giftwrap has proposed a net 
new capital investment of at least $3.15 million including machinery and equipment, as well as, 
improvements and upfit to the existing shell building.  In addition, Project Giftwrap has 
proposed the creation of 56 new full-time jobs over the next three years with an average 
annual salary of $31,670.  Rutherford County Economic Development requests approval by 
the Board of Commissioners to authorize the County Manager to draft and negotiate a Local 
Industrial Incentive Grant for Project Giftwrap in an amount not to exceed $75,000 over five 
years.  Additionally, approval of this resolution will authorize the County Manager to complete 
and submit a One NC Fund grant application and utilize the Local Industrial Incentive Grant for 
Project Giftwrap as a qualifying local match for a potential One NC Fund grant. 
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Owens and seconded by Commissioner 
Lovelace that the resolution be approved. The motion carried by the following vote: 
 
 Aye:  5 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner 
Lovelace, Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard 
 Nay:  0    
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
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RESOLUTION TITLE:  TO APPROVE A LOCAL INDUSTRIAL INCENTIVE GRANT 
FOR USE AS A PORTION OF THE QUALIFYING 100% LOCAL CASH MATCH 
REQUIRED BY THE ONE NC FUND GRANT AND AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY 
MANAGER TO COMPLETE AND SUBMIT A ONE NC FUND GRANT IN SUPPORT 
OF PROJECT GIFTWRAP, CONSIDERING A LOCATION IN RUTHERFORD 
COUNTY. 
 
WHEREAS, an industrial prospect, code name Giftwrap, proposes a location in 
Rutherford County that will result in the creation of 56 new full-time jobs and an 
investment of at least $3.15 million over three years; and 
 
WHEREAS, a portion of the proposed expenditures associated with this project, code 
name Giftwrap, are eligible for reimbursement through the One NC Fund Program; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed investment by the company, code name Giftwrap, will result in 
a net increase in property value; and,  
 
WHEREAS, in these difficult economic times, this investment in Rutherford County and 
its citizens is recognized and commended by the Board of Commissioners.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners supports this industrial recruitment project, code name Giftwrap, and 
authorizes the County Manager to complete and submit a One NC Fund grant 
application in the amount of $75,000.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners 
authorizes the County Manager, with input and final approval from the Board of 
Commissioners, to draft and negotiate a local Industrial Incentive Grant in the amount 
not to exceed $75,000 over five years for Project Giftwrap to be applied as a portion of 
the qualifying local cash match required by the One NC Fund Grant application and 
Building Reuse and Restoration Grant application and authorizes the Chairman or 
County Manager to sign and execute all documents necessary in support of the grants, if 
it is awarded in whole or part.  
 
Adopted this the 11th day of February, 2014. 

 
B. Project Giftwrap - Local Industrial Incentive Grant & 5% Local Match for Building 
Reuse and Restoration Grant 
 
 Rutherford County Economic Development requests approval by the Board of 
Commissioners to authorize the County Manager to prepare and submit a Building Reuse and 
Restoration Grant application in support of Project Giftwrap in an amount equal to one-half of 
the total renovation cost or equal to $10,000 per job created during the first 24 months, 
whichever is less.  Additionally, approval of this resolution will authorize the County Manager 
and Chairman to execute documents in support of the grant and utilize a portion of the Local 
Industrial Incentive Grant for Project Giftwrap as the qualifying 5% local cash match for the 
Building Reuse and Restoration Program 
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Owens and seconded by Vice Chairperson 
Holland that the resolution be approved. The motion carried by the following vote: 
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 Aye:  5 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner 
Lovelace, Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard 
 Nay:  0    
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
 

RESOLUTION TITLE:  TO APPROVE A LOCAL INDUSTRIAL INCENTIVE GRANT 
FOR USE AS A PORTION OF THE QUALIFYING 5% LOCAL CASH MATCH 
REQUIRED BY THE BUILDING REUSE AND RESTORATION PROGRAM – VACANT 
BUILDINGS GRANT AND AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY MANAGER TO COMPLETE 
AND SUBMIT A BUILDING REUSE AND RESTORATION PROGRAM – VACANT 
BUILDINGS GRANT IN SUPPORT OF PROJECT GIFTWRAP, CONSIDERING A 
LOCATION IN RUTHERFORD COUNTY. 
 
WHEREAS, an industrial prospect, code name Giftwrap, proposes a location in 
Rutherford County that will result in the creation of 56 new full-time jobs and an 
investment of at least $3.15 million over three years; and 
 
WHEREAS, a portion of the proposed expenditures associated with this project, code 
name Giftwrap, are eligible for reimbursement through the Building Reuse and 
Restoration Program – Vacant Buildings; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed investment by the company, code name Giftwrap, will result in 
a net increase in property value; and,  
 
WHEREAS, in these difficult economic times, this investment in Rutherford County and 
its citizens is recognized and commended by the Board of Commissioners.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners supports this industrial recruitment project, code name Giftwrap, and 
authorizes the County Manager to complete and submit a Building Reuse and 
Restoration Program – Vacant Buildings grant application in the amount equal to one-
half the total renovation cost or equal to $10,000 per job created during the first 24 
months, whichever is less; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners 
authorizes a portion of the local incentive grant be applied as the qualifying 5% local 
cash match required by the Building Reuse and Restoration Program – Vacant Buildings 
grant application and authorizes the Chairman or County Manger to sign and execute all 
documents necessary in support of the grant, if it is awarded in who or part.  
 
Adopted this the 11th day of February, 2014. 

 
 
C. Project Cowbell - Local Industrial Incentive Grant & 5% Local Match for Building 
Reuse and Restoration Grant 
 
 Rutherford County Economic Development has worked with representatives of Project 
Cowbell for 4 months evaluating locations for the existing industry expansion project.  Project 
Cowbell representatives have identified an existing vacant building in Rutherford County as a 
finalist location for this project.  Project Cowbell has proposed a net new capital investment of 
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at least $1.2 million including machinery and equipment, as well as, improvements and upfit to 
the existing shell building.  In addition, Project Cowbell has proposed the creation of 100 new 
full-time jobs over the next two years as well as retaining the existing 198 employees at the 
current facility.  Rutherford County Economic Development requests approval by the Board of 
Commissioners to authorize the County Manager to prepare and submit a Building Reuse and 
Restoration Grant application in support of Project Cowbell in an amount equal to one-half of 
the total renovation cost which is currently in the vicinity of $580,000.  Additionally, approval of 
this resolution will appropriate from the fund balance the amount required equal to the 
qualifying 5% local cash match for the Building Reuse and Restoration Program  and authorize 
the County Manager and Chairman to execute documents in support of the grant.   
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Owens and seconded by Commissioner 
Lovelace that the resolution be approved. The motion carried by the following vote: 
 
 Aye:  5 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner 
Lovelace, Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard 
 Nay:  0    
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
 

RESOLUTION TITLE:  TO APPROVE A LOCAL CASH GRANT FOR USE AS A 
PORTION OF THE QUALIFYING 5% LOCAL CASH MATCH REQUIRED BY THE 
BUILDING REUSE AND RESTORATION PROGRAM – VACANT BUILDINGS GRANT 
AND AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY MANAGER TO COMPLETE AND SUBMIT A 
BUILDING REUSE AND RESTORATION PROGRAM – VACANT BUILDINGS GRANT 
IN SUPPORT OF PROJECT COWBELL, CONSIDERING AN EXPANSION IN 
RUTHERFORD COUNTY. 
 
WHEREAS, an existing industry expansion project, code name Cowbell, proposes an 
expansion in Rutherford County that will result in the creation of 100 new full-time jobs 
and an investment of at least $1.2 million over two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, a portion of the proposed expenditures associated with this project, code 
name Cowbell, are eligible for reimbursement through the Building Reuse and 
Restoration Program – Vacant Buildings; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the proposed investment by the company, code name Cowbell, will result in 
a net increase in property value; and,  
 
WHEREAS, in these difficult economic times, this investment in Rutherford County and 
its citizens is recognized and commended by the Board of Commissioners.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners supports this existing industry expansion project, code name Cowbell, 
and authorizes the County Manager to complete and submit a Building Reuse and 
Restoration Program – Vacant Buildings grant application in the amount equal to one-
half the total renovation cost which is presently expected to be in the vicinity of 
$580,000; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners 
authorizes an appropriation from the fund balance to meet the requirements as the 
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qualifying 5% local cash match required by the Building Reuse and Restoration Program 
– Vacant Buildings grant application and authorizes the Chairman or County Manager to 
sign and execute all documents necessary in support of the grant, if it is awarded in 
whole or part.  
 
Adopted this the 11th day of February, 2014. 

 
 

Recess 
 
 4:38 P.M. - Meeting went into Recess 
 4:43 P.M. - Meeting Reconvened 
 
III. Adjournment 
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Julius Owens, seconded by Commissioner 
Greg Lovelace, that the meeting be adjourned.  The motion carried by the following 
vote: 
 
 Aye:  5 -  Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner 
Lovelace, Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard 
 Nay:  0    
 Excused: 0    
 Absent: 0    
 
 4:50 P.M. - Adjourned. 
 
 
 
       _____________________________________ 
       Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 
       _____________________________________ 
       Vice Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Commissioners 
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-143, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Minutes of Special Meeting of November 4, 2014

Summary:

Attached are the minutes of the Special Meeting of November 4, 2014

Budget:

Contact Information:

Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board
287-6045
hazel.haynes@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Approve minutes of Special Meeting of November 4, 2014
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS HELD AT THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING IN THE COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS' MEETING ROOM ON NOVEMBER 4, 2013 AT 5:00 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: CHAIRMAN JULIUS OWENS 
  VICE CHAIRMAN WILLIAM ECKLER 
  EDDIE HOLLAND 
  GREG LOVELACE 
  ROGER RICHARD 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Chairman Owens called the Special Meeting of the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners to order. 
 

CLOSED SESSION/PERSONNEL/N.C.G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6)/ATTORNEY CLIENT NCGS 143-
318.11(a)(3)  

 
 Vice Chairman Eckler  moved that the Board go into Closed Session to discuss personnel and 
for consultation with the attorney.  Included in the Closed Session would be the County Manager, the 
County Attorney, and the Clerk to the Board.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no 
Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 
 5:02 P.M. - The Board went into Closed Session. 
 5:45 P.M. - The Board returned to regular session. 
 

APPOINTMENT/REVENUE DIRECTOR 
 
 County Manager Carl Classen recommended that Ms. Sherry Lavender be appointed as 
Revenue Director of Rutherford County for a term of two years.  This appointment would include the 
duties of Assessor and Collector in accordance with NCGS 105-294 .  There are certain qualifications 
which must be attained by Sherry in the next two years so that she may be appointed to a four-year 
term. 
 
 Vice Chairman Eckler moved to appoint Ms. Sherry Lavender as Revenue Director for a term 
of two years effective January 1, 2014 in accordance with NCGS 105-294.  This appointment would 
include the duties of Assessor and Collector.  Commissioner Holland seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, and Lovelace voting aye; Commissioner 
Richard voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Vice Chairman Eckler made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard 
voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent.  
 

5:50 P.M. - Adjourned. 
 
 
 
       __________________________________________ 
       Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 
       __________________________________________ 
       Vice Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Commissioners 
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-156, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Tax Refunds and Releases - March 3, 2013

Summary:

Tax Refunds and Releases are presented for the Board’s consideration.

Budget:

Contact Information:

Sherry Lavender, Revenue Director
287-6183
Sherry.lavender@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Approve tax refunds and releases.
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-157, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Board of Equalization and Review for 2014

Summary:

The Board will need to make appointments to the 2014 Board of Equalization and Review at the March
meeting.  A copy of a resolution adopted in March, 2012 regarding the Board of Equalization and Review is
attached.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Sherry Lavender, Revenue Director
287-6183
Sherry.lavender@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Approve appointees to the 2014 Board of Equalization and Review.
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-161, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Appointment to Isothermal Planning and Development Commission
Board of Directors

Summary:

The term of Chairman Bill Eckler on the Isothermal Planning and Development Commission Board of
Directors will expire in April, 2014.

Budget:

Contact Information:

Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board
287-6045
hazel.haynes@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Approve appointment to the Isothermal Planning and Development Commission Board of Directors.
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-160, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Appointment of Deputy Clerk

Summary:

Adrienne Wallace is the new Administrative Assistant to the County Clerk and County Manager and Public
Information Clerk.  It is requested that she be appointed as Deputy Clerk to the Board of County
Commissioners to serve in the absence of the Clerk to the Board.

Budget:

None

Contact Information:

Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board
287-6045
hazel.haynes@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Approve appointment of Adrienne Wallace as Deputy Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners.
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-149, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Ruth School Adaptive Reuse Plan

Summary:

Representatives from Isothermal Planning and Development Commission will make a presentation on the Ruth
School Adaptive Reuse Plan.  Following this, Public Works and Planning Director Danny Searcy will discuss
the cost of stabilization/demolition.

Budget:

Contact Information:

Danny Searcy, Public Works and Planning Director
287-6300
Danny.searcy@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Discussion and possible action.
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-150, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Biggerstaff Hanging Tree Property

Subject:

The Preservation Master Plan for the Biggerstaff’s Old Fields and Long Farmstead prepared by Architect John
Horton will be presented to the Board.  A copy of the plan is in the Office of the Clerk to the Board if a member
wishes to review it.

Budget:

None

Contact Information:

Danny Searcy, Public Works and Planning Director
287-6300
Danny.searcy@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Discussion and possible action.
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-151, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Public Comments Policy

Subject:

At the February 3 meeting, County Attorney Richard Williams recommended updates to the Public Comments
Guidelines that were adopted in 2003.  Concerns were raised about the impact of the proposal which brought
the current guidelines in line with new State law approved since the Public Comments Guidelines were last
updated by the Board.

In response to the concerns, the County Attorney prepared a short FAQ and an alternative policy that references
State law.  A copy of his recommendations is on the following page.

Budget:

Contact Information:

Richard Williams, County Attorney
288-1844
richard.williams@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Discussion and possible action.

Rutherford County Printed on 2/27/2014Page 1 of 1
powered by Legistar™77

http://www.legistar.com/


MEMORANDUM 
 

From:  Richard P. Williams 
To:  Carl Classen 
Date:  February 24, 2014 
 
Re:  Public Comments Guidelines for Board meetings 
   
In response to some questions and feedback you have received, I felt it wise both to 
clarify certain things about the proposals, as well as to offer another alternative if the 
Board feels it wise to adopt a more minimal stance. 
 
Why are the proposals being presented? 
When the Board instructed me to review the Guideline, I found that it had been adopted 
prior to the passage of the first statute under state law to ever require public comment 
periods during meetings of the Board.  While the Guideline held up fairly well, it suffered 
from three issues:  First, and most important, some of the limitations are problematic in 
light of the statutory language.  Second, the statute includes additional matters that the 
Guideline does not address.  Third, there are further matters that the Guideline does not 
address that commentary and practice in other jurisdictions permit and which I believed 
the Board might want to consider. 
 
The five proposals presented were done in a manner intended to both make them 
consistent with the statute and to present to the Board the full options available to it, 
with an eye, as I put it in my last Memorandum of January 27, to match “what I 
understand the Board desires” for public comments.  Just because this is my 
understanding of what the Board wants certainly does not make it so, which is why it is 
wise to review it and, as I often tell my clients, “tear it apart” and make sure we get it 
correct. 
 
Are these proposals the only means to accomplish updating the Guidelines? 
Absolutely not.  The Board needs to adopt or reject or amend these proposals as the 
Board feels is wise.  One purpose in presenting these as separate proposals is 
precisely so that the Board may more easily cast aside any proposal it dislikes and 
adopt any proposal that it does like.  In addition, the Board may certainly request that 
any such proposal be amended or altered. 
 
In fact, based on the concerns and questions, I might propose another, “minimalistic” 
alternative for amending the Public Comments Guideline instead of the five existing 
proposals from my earlier memo.  This new proposal would simplify the Guideline and 
omit some of the provisions that have elicited some comment, yet still bring them into 
compliance with the statute.  Please see the attached “Alternative Proposal” 
 
 
 
 

78



ALTERNATIVE PROPOSAL 
 
The Public Comments portion of the agenda allows people an opportunity to comment 
on public issues, events, and areas of concern relating to government and individual 
issues.  Comments should be specific, relevant to the subject, concise and to the point.  
It is NOT a forum for lodging complaints about a particular department or individual. 
 
1. Each person wishing to speak will sign in prior to the meeting, receive a copy of the 
Public Comments Guideline, and be asked to list the subject on which he/she wishes to 
speak. 
 
2. The Board will hear at least one (1) speaker concerning each subject matter. 
 
32.  A maximum of three (3) minutes will be allotted for each person to speak with an 
additional two (2) minutes allocated for questions of clarification by the Board of 
Commissioners if they so choose.  A designated timekeeper shall be appointed to notify 
the Chairperson of each speakers’ time allotment and the end of the 30 minutes 
allotment for Public comments.  If there are no public comments, or if the public 
comments do not use the allotted 30 minutes, the Chairperson may move on to the 
regularly scheduled meeting agenda. 
 
43.  The Chairperson will act as presiding officer of the Public Comments section of the 
agenda and recognize all speakers. 
 
54.  The Board of Commissioners directs the Chairperson to adhere strictly to these 
procedures and constraints so that the meeting can proceed in a timely fashion for all 
those involved in the regular business section of the agenda.  The provisions of N.C. 
Gen. Stat. 153A-52.1 are adopted and made a part of the Public Comments Guideline 
by reference hereto. 
 
It is unfair for individuals scheduled on the regular agenda to be delayed indefinitely due 
to extended sessions of the public comments section of the agenda.  
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-191, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 4, 2014

Interlocal Agreement between Rutherford County and Broad River Water Authority to
Construct Waterline

Summary:

Rutherford County is the recipient of an Industrial Development Fund Grant to improve the existing water
supply system in support of Project APPI.   As the recipient of the grant, Rutherford County will be
responsible for the design and construction of the water line improvements, as well as, ownership through a
period in which all grant requirements for job creation can be met.  Upon completion of construction, Broad
River Water Authority will operate and maintain the newly constructed water line.   Upon fulfillment of all
grant requirements, the ownership of this infrastructure should be transferred to the Broad River Water
Authority for continued operation and maintenance.

An Interlocal Agreement between Rutherford County and Broad River Water Authority will be presented for
the Board’s consideration.  The Interlocal Agreement is for the Fairground Road Waterline Improvement
Project that is required to accommodate the proposed Project APPI expansion. A draft agreement has been
attached as reference.

Budget:

Contact Information:

Matt Blackwell, Economic Development Director
248-1716
matt.blackwell@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Approve motion to authorize the County Manager to formalize a interlocal agreement with Broad River
Water Authority to transfer ownership of the newly constructed infrastructure subsequent to achieving the
job creation requirements of the IDF grant.
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA   INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 
COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD   BROAD RIVER WATER AUTHORITY 
 
 
  THIS AGREEMENT is entered into and effective the _____ day of February, 
2014, by and between the County of Rutherford, hereinafter referred to as the “County”, and the 
Broad River Water Authority, hereinafter referred to as the “BRWA”; 
 

WITNESSETH; 
 
  THAT WHEREAS, the BRWA is a local government entity located within the 
County of Rutherford and operates a water system facility in Rutherford County that provides 
water service to businesses along Fairground Road, Spindale, NC; and 
 
  WHEREAS, the County desires BRWA to expand its water service to include a 
new ten-inch(10”) waterline to provide adequate water supply for increased water flow and 
pressure to the __________________________,  which will have an expected cost of $200,000; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the County has been awarded an Industrial Development Fund 

Utility Account grant in the amount of $200,000 to install the new waterline that will generate 
enough pressure to both support a high flow fire suppression for an existing company, as well as 
to create opportunities for future industrial growth in this area; and 

 
  WHEREAS, the County further desires to make certain commitments and provide 
certain incentives to an existing industry to expand in the building now located on Fairground 
Road, which includes providing an adequate water supply flow and pressure to operate an 
anticipated fire suppression system; and 
 
  WHEREAS, BRWA has agreed to provide the requested water to this waterline 
expansion and continue to provide water service to Alliance Precision Plastics, Inc. and other 
businesses located on Fairground Road and take certain other actions pursuant to the terms and 
conditions of this interlocal agreement. 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual and public benefits herein 
deemed to exist, and pursuant to the authority granted by Article 20, Part 1, of Chapter 160A of 
the North Carolina General Statutes, the parties agree as follows: 
 

1. The County shall design and construct a new waterline, ten inches (10”) in 
diameter, to run along Fairground Road from a twelve inch (12”) waterline located at its 
intersection with Withrow Road to a six-inch (6”) waterline located at its intersection withWest 
Main Street, said new waterline to be so constructed for the purpose of supplying water to 
buildings and facilities for owners of property located on Fairground Road, specifically including 
those located at 171 Fairground Road  The new waterline shall be located along Fairground Road 
with the agreement of the County and BRWA.  

Comment [m1]: Looks like a something left out 
here 

Comment [mt2]: BRWA asked if the specific 
address – 171 Fairground Road – be documented. 
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2. To the extent of BRWA’s permitted authority, BRWA shall be the exclusive 
provider of water to Fairground Road during the term of this agreement. 

3.  During the period of construction of the new ten inch (10”) waterline 
anticipated by this agreement and through its completion, to the extent allowed by State law and 
as authorized by appropriate permits issued by such agencies of the State as required by law, 
BRWA will continue to operate the existing six inch (6”) waterline, which shall remain in 
service to provide additional flow and pressure to the businesses along Fairground Road both 
during construction of the new waterline and following its completion. 

4. The County shall use its best efforts in a timely, but fiscally prudent, manner 
to obtain all permits and approvals for the construction and operation of the new waterline 
anticipated by this agreement, and to construct and operate the same in compliance with all laws 
and regulations.   

5. Following construction of the new water line, BRWA shall be the sole owner 
of the newly constructed water line. 

6. The parties hereto acknowledge that Federal, state and local laws and 
requirements governing the acceptance, treatment, and supply of water, including for 
environmental concerns, may be altered or modified during the term of this Agreement.  The 
parties agree to use their best efforts to fairly and equitably modify, amend, or change the terms 
and conditions of this Agreement from time to time to accommodate any such alterations or 
modifications to applicable law and other regulations, as well as for any unforeseen 
circumstances as may occur, in order to perpetuate this agreement within the term herein set out 
and to maintain appropriate fiscal responsibility and good environmental practices. 

  IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto, after receiving approval by their 
respective Boards, have signed and sealed this agreement to be effective the day and year first 
above written. 
 
County of Rutherford     Broad River Water Authority 
 
 
By: ___________________________________ By:_______________________________ 
 Board Chairman     Director 
 
 
Attest: _________________________________ Attest: _____________________________ 
 County Clerk       
 
(County Seal)        (BRWA Seal) 
 

Comment [m3]: What is the term?  Do we wish 
to add an escape hatch – a termination clause where 
the County can get out upon certain amount of 
notice? 

Comment [mt4]: BRWA asked that this line be 
added to the agreement. 

Comment [m5]: I see where you pulled the 
language from the example I sent you, but it’s not 
one I drafted, and I really didn’t like it, as you can 
tell.  Trying to say the same thing but in a more 
flexible (I hope) way. 
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-205, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Resolution to Authorize The County Manager To Complete And Submit A Grant Application  For
Industrial Development Funds For A Water Line Improvement Project To Serve Project APPI And

Other Businesses Along Fairground Road In Rutherford County And Provide The Required 25% Local
Matching Funds

Summary:

This resolution amends the December 2, 2013 resolution approved by the Rutherford County Board of
Commissioners and reflects the inclusion of a 25% required local match for the IDF grant in support of Project
APPI.  The resolution will authorize the County Manager to submit a revised application to reflect the 25%
local match.  The total project cost is approximately $200,000 with the required local 25% match equal to
$50,000.  A motion is requested to approve the resolution authorizing the County Manager to submit a revised
IDF application in support of Project APPI and appropriate the required 25% local match equal to $50,000.

Budget:

Contribution from Water and Sewer Revolving Loan Fund - $50,000

Contact Information:

Matt Blackwell, Economic Development Director
248-1716
matt.blackwell@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Approve resolution.
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RESOLUTION TITLE:  TO AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY MANAGER TO COMPLETE AND 
SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION  FOR INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS FOR A 
WATER LINE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT TO SERVE PROJECT APPI AND OTHER 
BUSINESSES ALONG FAIRGROUND ROAD IN RUTHERFORD COUNTY AND PROVIDE 
THE REQUIRED 25% LOCAL MATCHING FUNDS. 
 
WHEREAS, an industrial prospect, code name APPI, proposes an expansion in Rutherford 
County that will result in the creation of 20 new full-time jobs and an investment of at least $1.9 
million over three years; and 
 
WHEREAS, a grant from the Department of Commerce through the County of Rutherford be 
made to assist in Project APPI to provide a 10” replacement water line to serve existing 
businesses and potential industrial locations along Fairground Road; and 
 
WHEREAS, Rutherford County will administer this grant in accordance with the rules and 
regulations of the Department of Commerce; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County will administer this grant through the Rutherford County Economic 
Development Office; and 
 
WHEREAS, the grant will be monitored quarterly to assure compliance with this proposal and 
the Department of Commerce regulations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the estimated amount of the project is $200,000 with a grant application in the 
amount of $150,000. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners 
supports this industrial recruitment project, code name APPI, and authorizes the County 
Manager to complete and submit an Industrial Development Fund grant application in the 
amount of $150,000, and authorize the appropriation of the required 25% match equal to 
$50,000, which can be utilized to make improvements to the water infrastructure system along 
Fairground Road in support of Project APPI and other businesses in the area.  
 
Adopted this the 3st day of March 2014. 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Commissioners 
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-187, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Building Reuse and Restoration Grant in Support of Project VSC
Summary:

Rutherford County is the recipient of a Building Reuse and Restoration grant equal to $380,000, with a 5%
local match required, in support of Project VSC (Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc.)  The Building Reuse and
Restoration grant will be utilized to reduce certain capital costs associated with the upfit of the existing building
currently owned and occupied by the company.  A motion is requested to accept and appropriate the Building
Reuse and Restoration Grant in the amount of $380,000 and authorize the Chairman and/or County Manager to
execute all supporting documents.

Budget:

Budget Amendment - $380,000

Contact Information:

Matt Blackwell, Economic Development Director
287-6200
matt.blackwell@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Accept and appropriate the Building Reuse and Restoration Grant in the amount of $380,000 and authorize the
Chairman and/or County Manager to execute all supporting documents.
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-186, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Golden Leaf Grant Grant in Support of Project VSC

Summary:

Rutherford County is the recipient of a Golden LEAF Foundation Economic Catalyst grant equal to $200,000,
with no local match required, in support of Project VSC (Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc.)  The Golden
LEAF Economic Catalyst grant will be utilized to reduce certain capital costs associated with the purchase of
equipment utilized by the company.  The equipment will be purchased and owned by Rutherford County and
leased back to company as specified in the Lease Agreement as provided by the Golden LEAF Foundation.

Budget:

Budget Amendment - $200,000

Contact Information:

Matt Blackwell, Economic Development Director
248-1716
matt.blackwell@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Approve equest to accept and appropriate the Golden LEAF Economic Catalyst Grant in the amount of
$200,000 and authorize the Chairman and/or County Manager to execute all supporting documents
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-206, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Resolution To Appropriate The Required 25% Local Cash Match Contingent Upon Approval By The
Town Of Spindale To Complete And Submit A Grant Application  For Industrial Development Funds

For A Sewer Improvement To Serve Project Nathan.

Summary:

This resolution requests an appropriation of the required local match contingent upon approval by the Town of
Spindale to complete and submit an IDF grant application in support of Project Nathan.  The required local
match is equal to $29,645.  A motion is requested to approve the resolution authorizing the appropriation the
required 25% local match equal to $29,645.

Budget:

Budget Amendment for $29,645

Contact Information:

Matt Blackwell, Economic Development Director
248-1716
matt.blackwell@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Approve resolution.
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RESOLUTION TITLE:  TO APPROPRIATE THE REQUIRED 25% LOCAL CASH 
MATCH CONTINGENT UPON APPROVAL BY THE TOWN OF SPINDALE TO 

COMPLETE AND SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION  FOR INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT FUNDS FOR A SEWER IMPROVEMENT TO SERVE PROJCET 

NATHAN. 
 
WHEREAS, an industrial prospect, code name Nathan, proposes an manufacturing facility in 
Rutherford County that will result in the creation of 70 new full-time jobs and an investment of 
at least $2.0 million over three years; and 
 
WHEREAS, a grant from the Department of Commerce through the Town of Spindale be made 
to assist in Project Nathan and provide sanitary sewer improvement; and 
 
WHEREAS, if approved, the Town of Spindale will administer this grant in accordance with the 
rules and regulations of the Department of Commerce; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Spindale will administer this grant with assistance from the 
Rutherford County Economic Development Office; and 
 
WHEREAS, the grant will be monitored quarterly to assure compliance with this proposal and 
the Department of Commerce regulations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the estimated amount of the project is $118,580 with a grant application in the 
amount of $88,935. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners supports this industrial recruitment project, code name Nathan, and supports the 
Town of Spindale in the completion and submission an Industrial Development Fund grant 
application in the amount of $88,935, and authorize the appropriation of the required 25% match 
equal to $29,645, which can be utilized to make improvements to the sewer infrastructure system 
along in support of Project Nathan.  
 
Adopted this the 3st day of March 2014. 
 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Commissioners 
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-207, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Accept and Appropriate Building Reuse and Grant in Support of Project Cozy

Summary:

Rutherford County is the recipient of a Building Reuse and Restoration Program grant in the amount of $39,391
equal to one-half the total eligible improvement costs for Project Cozy.  The Building Reuse and Restoration
grant will be utilized to reduce certain capital costs associated with the upfit of an existing building in
Ellenboro purchased by the company.  An approved resolution on July 1, 2013 authorized the application and
approved appropriation of the required local 5% cash match equal to $1,970.  A motion is requested to accept
and appropriate the Building Reuse and Restoration grant in the amount of $39,392, along with the required
local 5% cash match of $1,970 and authorize the Chairman and/or County Manager to execute all supporting
documents.

Budget:

$39,392 - Grant Amount
$  1,970 - Local 5% Cash Match

Contact Information:

Matt Blackwell, Economic Development Director
248-1716
matt.blackwell@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Motion to accept and appropriate the Building Reuse and Restoration grant in the amount of $39,392, along
with the required local 5% cash match of $1,970 and authorize the Chairman and/or County Manager to
execute all supporting documents.
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File #: ID 14-203, Version: 1

Meeting Date:  March 3, 2014

Budget Amendments

Summary:

Budget Amendments are submitted for the Board’s consideration.

Budget:

Contact Information:

Carl Classen, County Manager
287-6060
carl.classen@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Approve budget amendments.
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Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-200, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2013

Flying Flags at Half Staff

Summary:

Following the death of Clerk of Court Robynn Spence, the Chairman directed that the flags at County facilities
be flown at half staff through the first business day following Ms. Spence’s funeral.  The day before the funeral,
the County received an inquiry whether such action was authorized under law and said only the President or
Governor could do this.  In the end, that information was found to be incorrect, but the County was told the
order to place flags at half-staff should be in writing.

In response and so as to be prepared for future events where an honor of this magnitude is appropriate, the
Commissioners should take action to delegate this authority to the Chairman or the Vice Chairman, in the
absence or incapacitation of the Chairman.

Budget:

None

Contact Information:

Carl Classen, County Manager
287-6060
carl.classen@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Approve a motion to delegate to the Chairman the authority to direct that flags at County owned or operated
facilities may be flown at half-staff so as to give very high honor in response to an appropriate event or
occurrence.  In the event the Chairman is generally unavailable or incapacitated, the Vice Chairman may act
with such authority.
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Office Building
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File #: ID 14-152, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Request for Property Exemption

Summary:

The Revenue Department has received an application that was submitted after the January 31 deadline to apply
for property exemption under NCGS 105-278.3 for religious purposes.  Per NCGS 105-282.1(a1), upon
showing good cause by the applicant for failure to make a timely application, an application for exemption or
exclusion filed after the deadline can be approved by either the North Carolina Department of Revenue, the
local Board of Equalization and Review, the Board of County Commissioners, or by the governing body of a
municipality, as appropriate.

The following is the name of the applicant filing late and their reason for filing after the deadline:

·· Forest City Church of the Nazarene - Application received February 17, 2014 for lot on Hardin Road
purchased by church on March 27, 2013 and has been used for parking by the church since its purchase.
Trustees were unaware that a one-time application is required for properties to be considered exempt
and that application has to be received during the regular listing period (January 2 - 31) of the year in
which the exemption is first requested.

Staff recommendation is to deny the application and let Revenue staff hold over application for 2015 tax year
timely submission.

Budget:

Contact Information:

Sherry Lavender, Revenue Director
287-6183
Sherry.lavender@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Motion to deny request for exemption for 2014 year.
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Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-165, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Public Awareness Campaign for Cell Phone Use When Calling 911

Summary:

Transportation Director Kerry Giles will provide information to the Board regarding a kick-off campaign
focused on cell phone use when calling 911.

Budget:

None

Contact Information:

Kerry Giles, Transit Director
288-4505
kerry.giles@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Information only.
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Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-166, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Daniel Morgan Water District Mid Atlantic/Hines Road Waterline Extension

Summary:

Bids were opened for the Daniel Morgan Water District Mid Atlantic/Hines Road Waterline Extension.  A
certified bid tab and a letter of recommendation of award are on the following pages.

Budget:

Contact Information:

Danny Searcy, Public Works and Planning Director
287-6300
Danny.searcy@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Approve recommended bid tab and authorize the County Manager to execute contracts and other documents in
support of the Board’s action.
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Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-163, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Request from Rutherford County Schools Education Foundation

Summary:

The Rutherford County Schools Education Foundation plans to construct a house to raise funds for the
Foundation.  The following letter requests that the county waive three (3) construction related county fees:

1) The septic permit fee of $350.00
2) The building permit fee, approximately $450.
3) The landfill fees to dispose of construction debris, estimated at less than $300.

Budget:

Contact Information:

Kevin Bradley, Executive Director, Rutherford County Schools Education Foundation
288-2260
kbradley@rcsedfoundation.org

Recommended Motion:

Approve request from Rutherford County Schools Education Foundation to waive three construction fees.
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Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-147, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

County Service Districts for Fire Protection

Subject:

Emergency Management Director Roger Hollifield will update the board on changes that are being proposed
for fire service districts.  Maps are being prepared.  It is requested that the Board call for a public hearing at the
April meeting on the changes proposed.

Budget:

Contact Information:

Roger Hollifield, Emergency Services Coordinator
287-6090
Roger.hollifield@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Call for a public hearing on fire service districts to be held at the April County Commissioners’ Meeting.
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289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-148, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Fire Training Facility

Summary:

The County has been saving funds since the 1990’s to build a Fire Training Facility.  The County now has
$1,299,740 saved and in the budget for this purpose.  Working with the Fire Chiefs throughout the County, the
location is planned in conjunction with Isothermal Community College (ICC) on ICC property behind the main
campus on Piney Ridge Road, Spindale.  The Facility is planned for the rear of his parcel and would require a
new access off Hawthorne Street.

Since the funding for the Fire Training Facility comes from the Outside Response Area (ORA) account, the fire
departments would contract with the County to provide a fire training facility while the County would contract
with the Fire Departments to provide fire and rescue services in the ORA, which does not have a fire
department.  This does NOT affect anyone’s fire insurance but simply allows for the project to be built and
operated under the existing funding streams.   The County would then contract with ICC to build and operate
the Fire Training Facility using funds available and in consultation with the County and the Fire Chiefs.

If the Commissioners approve, during March, staff and attorneys will develop the final language for the various
agreements between the parties and place the item(s) on the Commissioners April agenda for approval.  To the
extent possible, language in existing agreements will be used - especially between the County and the fire
departments.  A separate grant contract and operating agreement would be executed with ICC.

ICC has requested a $150,000 drawdown to get started on the planning, access way purchase, site preparation,
and purchase of burn building facilities.  President Dalton’s request is attached.

This project has been many years in development and the final plan came together with the help of fire chiefs
throughout Rutherford County, County Fire Marshall Roger Hollifield, the Board of ICC and President Walter
Dalton, County Attorney Richard Williams, and the UNC School of Government.  Without all their efforts, we
would not be in a position to move forward.

Budget:

Contact Information:

Roger Hollifield, Emergency Services Coordinator
287-6090
Roger.hollifield@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Recommended Motion:

Direct the County Manager to work with the County Attorney and affected parties to develop agreements,
contracts and other documents as may be needed to proceed with the construction, maintenance and operation
of a Fire Training Facility at Isothermal Community College which would serve the firefighters and fire
departments of Rutherford County.

Approve an initial grant award to ICC for the Fire Training Facility in the amount of $150,000 for payment by
the County for access way purchase, site preparation, and purchase of burn building facilities.  The grant award
would stipulate that funds spent by the College shall be done in consultation with the Rutherford County Fire
Service Advisory Council and the County.
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-164, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Tax Collector’s Report

Summary:

The Rutherford County Tax Collector’s Report is submitted for the Board’s information.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Sherry Lavender, Revenue Director
287-6183
Sherry.lavender@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

Information only.
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	0002_0_Agenda Summary Sheet
	0002_1_MeetingMinutes 20140203
	I.  Call to Order
	Chairman Eckler called the meeting to order.
	Present: 5 -  Chairperson Bill Eckler
	Vice Chairperson Eddie Holland
	Commissioner Greg Lovelace
	Commissioner Julius Owens
	Commissioner Roger Richard
	Absent: 0
	A. Pledge of Allegiance
	Commissioner Owens led in the Pledge of Allegiance.
	A motion was made by Commissioner Owens and seconded by Vice Chairperson Holland that the agenda be approved as amended. The motion carried by the following vote:

	A. Minutes of Regular Meeting of January 6, 2014
	B. Minutes of Special Meeting of January 6, 2014
	C. Tax Refunds and Releases - February, 2014
	Removed from agenda.
	Mr. Blackwell also told the Board that the Rutherford County Economic Development Commission requests approval of the exemption from NCGS 143-64.32 for the Daniel Road Economic Development Project and the proposal submitted by S&ME to complete subsur...
	The County Manager requests approval by the Board of Commissioners to exempt professional engineering, architectural, and survey services for the Daniel Road Economic Development Project from the request for qualifications process provided for in Sta...
	A motion was made by Commissioner Owens and seconded by Commissioner Lovelace to exempt the Daniel Road Economic Development Project from Chapter 143-64.32(a) of the North Carolina General Statutes, as amended, for the following reasons:
	a) Rutherford County has an extensive history of working with S&ME on projects requiring environmental review;
	b) S&ME has prior experience at the Daniel Road Economic Development Project and has specific knowledge associated with prior subsurface exploration on the project site; and
	c) Utilization of S&ME, with existing knowledge associated with prior subsurface exploration on the site, will result in a cost savings to Rutherford County.
	He further moved to authorize the County Manager to execute applicable agreements to complete work included in the proposal submitted by S&ME. The motion carried by the following vote.

	Rutherford County Economic Development requested approval of a Local Industrial Incentive Grant to induce an existing industry expansion including necessary renovations and improvements resulting in capital investments in real and personal property o...
	A second motion was requested to accept grant funds in the amount of $200,000 and authorize the Board of Commissioners Chairman and County Manager to execute all agreements in support of the Industrial Development Fund grant awarded on behalf of Proj...
	A motion was made by Commissioners and seconded by Commissioner Lovelace to approve the acceptance of grant funds in the amount of $200,000 and authorize the Chairman and County Manager to execute all agreements in support of the Industrial Developme...

	Included in the agenda was a resolution requesting authorization for the County Manager to prepare and submit a Building Reuse and Renovation Grant Application and appropriate the required 5% local match in support of Project Nathan.  Project Nathan,...
	Also included in the agenda was a resolution requesting approval of a Local Industrial Incentive Grant as a qualifying match for a One NC Fund Grant and authorizing the County Manager to submit a One NC Fund Grant application in support of Project Na...
	County Manager Carl Classen reviewed certain budget amendments for the Board.
	Sheriff’s Department – Animal Shelter – Salaries/Benefits  -  The Sheriff requests that funds be reallocated to convert a civilian position to a sworn position
	Farmer’s Market  -  The Rutherford County Farmer’s Market had requested a budget amendment to move the Farmers’ Market to a permanent location, 172 Depot Street, in Forest City. After a lengthy process of stakeholder, vendor, and public meetings, thi...
	Soil and Water – School Grant Expenditures  -  Grants have been received for Forest Hunt Elementary and ROC Outdoor   Environmental Learning Center.
	Social Services  -  Two plans have been presented for the additional Medicaid staff and the costs/savings   associated with each plan based on the 75% Federal Financial Participation.  The budget amendment is for Plan B.  Both are contingent on appro...
	A list of the updated revisions in the System Safety Program Plan for the Transit   Department that have been made since it was originally approved in August, 2011 was included in the agenda.  It is requested that the Board consider and approve these...
	Revenue Director Sherry Lavender provided an update on the newly organized and remodeled Revenue Department.
	 New office organization chart – March 2013
	 Name Change from Tax Dept. to Revenue Dept. – July 1, 2013
	 Office remodeled – September & October 2013 - Entire office relocated to Rutherford County Office Building
	 N.C. Vehicle Taxation system(NCVTS) – September 1, 2013
	 Dual billing on old County billing system including August renewals ongoing
	 Voice over Internet Protocol Phone system – January 6, 2014
	 New tax software (NCPTS) to be implemented – begin July 2014  -  Assessment, Billing, and Collections implemented July 2014
	 Land records/Computer Assisted Mass Appraisal implemented by December 2014
	Revenue Director Lavender asked for approval to advertise tax liens that are now on the website on March 14, 2014.  Second notices are being prepared.  Ms. Lavender also told the Board that tax collections were 1% above the rate on this date in 2013.
	County Attorney Richard Williams provided a proposed update to the present Rutherford County Code which relates to animal control.  He advised that he had held discussions with folks in both the District Attorney’s Office and the Sheriff’s Office reg...
	Chairman Eckler directed that the document be presented in ordinance form and posted on the website.  He also asked that a public hearing be held on the ordinance change at the March meeting.
	County Manager Carl Classen asked the Board to provide any goals that they would like to be presented to the North Carolina Association of County Commissioners as legislative goals for the organization to consider.  Commissioner Owens stated that he ...
	Manager Classen asked if the Board would like these goals be presented as resolutions at the March meeting.  Commissioner Owens asked that the goals be forwarded on to the North Carolina Association of County Commissioners.
	During its FY2012-13 budget deliberations, the County Commissioners voted to pursue construction of a Southeastern EMS Station in Henrietta.  The Commissioners approved adding convalescent transports to its EMS operations with the revenue expected to...
	Transportation Director Kerry Giles presented the 2013-2014 monthly budgets for the EMS.  Projects for this fiscal year show that the General Fund allocation to EMS will be approximately $100,850 less than anticipated.  There will be no additional pe...
	A motion was made by Commissioner Lovelace and seconded by Commissioner Owens that the change in the Rutherford County Commissioners Rules and Procedures be approved.  The motion carried by the following vote:

	The County Commissioners have a goal to encourage expansion of water, sewer, and telecommunications infrastructure.  Since last year’s General Assembly, staff has monitored changes in state water and sewer grant and loan programs.  Further, the Count...
	A draft revision of Article VI of Appendix A of the County Code was included in the agenda that would create a revolving loan program using available County General Fund reserves.  The revisions utilize existing Code structure but create a revolving ...
	Commissioner Lovelace asked that this be discussed at the upcoming retreat.
	Referred to staff to include with 2014-2015 recommended budget.
	Adjourned - 7:57 P.M.
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