
Board of Commissioners

Rutherford County

Meeting Agenda

Office Building

289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

Commission Chambers6:00 PMMonday, April 7, 2014

I.  Call to Order

A.  Pledge of Allegiance

B.  Agenda Approval

II.  Public Comments

Citizens who wish to speak must register with the Human Resources Director who will be located in the 

Board Meeting Room. Comments should be limited to three (3) minutes. Written comments submitted 

prior to the Board meeting will be copied and distributed to the County Commissioners.

III.  Public Hearings

Public Hearing - County Service Districts Amendment for Fire ProtectionA.

Public Hearing NoticeAttachments:

IV.  Consent Agenda

Minutes of Special Meeting of November 4, 2013A.

20131104 Special Meeting MinutesAttachments:

Minutes of Special Meeting of February 21, 2014B.

20140221MinutesAttachments:

Minutes of Special Meeting of February 27, 2014C.

20140227MinutesAttachments:

Minutes of Special Meeting of March 3, 2014D.

20140303 Special Meeting MinutesAttachments:

Minutes of March 3, 2014E.

20140303MinutesAttachments:

Minutes of Special Meeting of March 18, 2014F.

20140318MinutesAttachments:
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April 7, 2014Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda

Tax Refunds and Releases - March 3, 2014G.

Tax Refunds Releases Mar 2014Attachments:

Tax Refunds and Releases - April 7, 2014H.

Tax Refunds Releases April 2014Attachments:

V.  Commissioners/Appointments

Appointment to Cliffside Sanitary DistrictA.

VI.  Commissioner Reports

Alternates for the Board of Equalization and Review for 2014 - 

Commissioner Richard

A.

VII.  Old Business

County Service Districts Amendments for Fire ProtectionA.

Resolution Approving Insurance District Boundaries

FIRE 14C019 resolution petition update

FIRE 14C019 resolution update

Attachments:

Update on Fire Training FacilityB.

Update on Comprehensive Applied Science CenterC.

Comprehensive Applied Science MemoAttachments:

Report on Development of Litter Control ProgamD.

Litter FlyerAttachments:

Rutherford County Animal Code UpdateE.

Animal Control Ordinance 3Attachments:

Ruth School Adaptive Reuse PlanF.

Ruth School Reuse Plan Action OptionsAttachments:

VIII.  New Business

Proclamation - National Day of PrayerA.

Day of Prayer ProclamationAttachments:

Community Project GrantsB.

Community Project GrantsAttachments:

Request Regarding Safety at Board of Elections’ SiteC.
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April 7, 2014Board of Commissioners Meeting Agenda

Letter from Board of Elections

Letters from Legislators Board of Elections

Attachments:

Request exemption from NCGS 143-64.32 requiring the request for qualifications 

process for professional services where fees are in an amount less than $30,000

D.

Southeastern EMS Proposal LetterAttachments:

Request Exemption from NCGS 143-64.32 requiring the Request for Qualifications 

process for professional services where fees are in an amount less than $30,000

E.

Fairground Road Water Line Improvements Project Bid TabF.

Accept & Appropriate an Industrial Development Fund Utility Account Grant in Support 

of Project APPI

G.

County Service Area - Queen’s Gap WaterH.

Queensgap_TRACTSAttachments:

Budget Amendments - April, 2007I.

Budget Amendments 4-7-14Attachments:

Memorial for Robynn SpenceJ.

IX.  Information

Smoky Mountains Center Fiscal Monitoring ReportA.

Smoky Mountains ReportAttachments:

Tax Collector’s Report - April 7, 2014B.

Tax Collectors Report April 2014Attachments:

X.  Adjournment

RUTHERFORD COUNTY IS COMMITTED TO FULL COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH 

DISABILITIES ACT STANDARDS. TRANSLATION SERVICES, ASSISTANCE OR ACCOMMODATION 

REQUESTS FROM PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES ARE TO BE REQUESTED NOT LESS THAN 3 

WORKING DAYS BEFORE THE DAY OF THE EVENT. PLEASE CALL (828) 287-6045.
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-220, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Public Hearing - County Service Districts Amendment for Fire Protection

Summary:

Recommended Motion:

Budget:

Contact Information:

Roger Hollifield, Emergency Services Coordinator
287-6090
Roger.hollifield@rutherfordcountync.gov
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PROPOSED FOR NOTICE OF CHANGES IN FIRE SERVICE DISTRICTS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners will conduct a 

public hearing at 6:00 P.M. on April 7th at the Rutherford County Commissioner's 

Meeting Room, 289 N. Main Street, Rutherfordton, North Carolina. The purpose of the 

public hearing is to consider the changes in Fire Protection Service Districts pursuant to 

North Carolina General Statutes (§§153A-300 et. seq.). The report required by North 

Carolina General Statute Section 153A-304.3(b) and a map of the proposed districts are

available for public inspection in the office of the Clerk to the Board and at 

http://www.rutherfordcountync.gov. The public is invited to attend this hearing and 

offer comments relative to the proposed Fire Protection Service Districts.
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-143, Version: 1

Meeting Date: March 3, 2014

Minutes of Special Meeting of November 4, 2013

Summary:

Attached are the minutes of the Special Meeting of November 4, 2013.

Recommended Motion:

Approve minutes of Special Meeting of November 4, 2014

Budget:

Contact Information:

Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board
287-6045
hazel.haynes@rutherfordcountync.gov

Rutherford County Printed on 3/28/2014Page 1 of 1
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS HELD AT THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING IN THE COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS' MEETING ROOM ON NOVEMBER 4, 2013 AT 5:00 P.M.

PRESENT: CHAIRMAN JULIUS OWENS
VICE CHAIRMAN WILLIAM ECKLER
EDDIE HOLLAND
GREG LOVELACE
ROGER RICHARD

* * * * * * * * * * 

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Owens called the Special Meeting of the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners to order.

CLOSED SESSION/PERSONNEL/N.C.G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6)/ATTORNEY CLIENT NCGS 143-
318.11(a)(3) 

Vice Chairman Eckler moved that the Board go into Closed Session to discuss personnel and 
for consultation with the attorney.  Included in the Closed Session would be the County Manager, the 
County Attorney, and the Clerk to the Board.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no 
Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent. 

5:02 P.M. - The Board went into Closed Session.
5:45 P.M. - The Board returned to regular session.

APPOINTMENT/REVENUE DIRECTOR

County Manager Carl Classen recommended that Ms. Sherry Lavender be appointed as 
Revenue Director of Rutherford County for a term of two years.  This appointment would include the 
duties of Assessor and Collector in accordance with NCGS 105-294 .  There are certain qualifications 
which must be attained by Sherry in the next two years so that she may be appointed to a four-year 
term.

Vice Chairman Eckler moved to appoint Ms. Sherry Lavender as Revenue Director for a term 
of two years effective January 1, 2014 in accordance with NCGS 105-294.  This appointment would 
include the duties of Assessor and Collector.  Commissioner Holland seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, and Lovelace voting aye; Commissioner 
Richard voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent 
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Minutes of Special Meeting of Rutherford County Commissioners of November 4, 2013
Page 2 of 2

ADJOURNMENT

Vice Chairman Eckler made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard 
voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent. 

5:50 P.M. - Adjourned.

__________________________________________
Chairman, Board of Commissioners

__________________________________________
Vice Chairman, Board of Commissioners

Attest:

______________________________________
Clerk, Board of Commissioners
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-217, Version: 1

Meeting Date:  April 7, 2014

Minutes of Special Meeting of February 21, 2014

Summary:

Minutes of the Special Meeting of February 21, 2014 are presented for the Board’s consideration.

Recommended Motion:

Approve minutes.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board
287-6045
hazel.haynes@rutherfordcountync.gov

Rutherford County Printed on 3/28/2014Page 1 of 1
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS HELD AT THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING IN THE 
AUDITORIUM ON FEBRUARY 21, 2014 AT 4:30 P.M.

PRESENT: CHAIRMAN WILLIAM ECKLER
VICE CHAIRMAN EDDIE HOLLAND
GREG LOVELACE
ROGER RICHARD
JULIUS OWENS

* * * * * * * * * * 

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Eckler called the special meeting of the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners 
to order.

RETREAT/GOALS SETTING

County Manager Carl Classen told the Board that Ms. Lydian Altman of the School of 
Government who was scheduled to be the facilitator for the retreat was ill and would not be able to 
attend the meeting.

The Board agreed that goals were needed for long term planning and more short term 
planning such as the upcoming budget.  Therefore, Commissioners would begin meeting at 5:00 PM 
on Thursday afternoon prior to the regular County Commissioners’ meeting to discuss the items on 
the upcoming agenda and to discuss goals.  Each month the Chairman will call a special meeting on 
Monday prior to the regular County Commissioners’ meeting for this purpose.

ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Lovelace made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Vice Chairman Holland 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, Owens, 
and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no 
Commissioners absent. 

4:40 P.M. - Adjourned.

__________________________________________
Chairman, Board of Commissioners
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Minutes of Special Meeting of Rutherford County Commissioners of February 21, 2014
Page 2 of 2

__________________________________________
Vice Chairman, Board of Commissioners

Attest:

______________________________________
Clerk, Board of Commissioners
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-216, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Minutes of Special Meeting of February 27, 2014

Summary:

The minutes of the Special Meeting of February 27, 2014 are presented for the Board’s consideration.

Recommended Motion:

Approve minutes.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board
287-6045
hazel.haynes@rutherfordcountync.gov

Rutherford County Printed on 3/28/2014Page 1 of 1
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS HELD AT THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING IN THE 
AUDITORIUM ON FEBRUARY 27, 2014 AT 4:00 P.M.

PRESENT: CHAIRMAN WILLIAM ECKLER
VICE CHAIRMAN EDDIE HOLLAND
GREG LOVELACE
ROGER RICHARD

EXCUSED: COMMISSIONER OWENS

* * * * * * * * * * 

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Eckler called the special meeting to order.

COMMISSIONER OWENS/EXCUSED

Commissioner Lovelace moved to excuse Commissioner Owens who was unable to attend 
the meeting.  Vice Chairman Holland seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners 
Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners 
excused; and Commissioner Owens absent. 

MARCH 3, 2014 AGENDA

County Manager Carl Classen presented the agenda for the regular meeting of the Rutherford 
County Board of Commissioners to the Board and provided information on each item.

Economic Development Director Matt Blackwell spoke to the Board about economic 
development  items that were on the agenda and items that would be added prior to the meeting.

The County Manager pointed out that a request had been received from the Rutherford County 
Schools Education Foundation to waive certain fees for a house which the Foundation is building.  
The septic tank permit fee cannot be waived by the County Commissioners.  This is a function of the 
Rutherford-Polk-McDowell Health Department.

Chairman Eckler requested that the Board excuse him from discussion about the changes that 
are being proposed for the fire service districts.

Commissioner Lovelace moved to excuse Chairman Eckler.  Vice Chairman Holland seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting 
aye; no Commissioner voting no; Commissioner Owens excused; and no Commissioners absent. 
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Minutes of Special Meeting of Rutherford County Commissioners of February 27, 2014
Page 2 of 2

GOALS

Due to commitments of several Board members, the Board agreed to plan another meeting to 
discuss goals.

ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Lovelace made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Vice Chairman Holland 
seconded the motion. The motion passed with Commissioners Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and 
Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; Commissioner Owens excused; and no 
Commissioners absent. 

5:30 P.M. - Adjourned.

__________________________________________
Chairman, Board of Commissioners

__________________________________________
Vice Chairman, Board of Commissioners

Attest:

______________________________________
Clerk, Board of Commissioners
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-215, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Minutes of Special Meeting of March 3, 2014

Summary:

Minutes of the Special Meeting of March 3, 2014 are presented for the Board’s consideration.

Recommended Motion:

Approve minutes.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board
287-6045
hazel.haynes@rutherfordcountync.gov

Rutherford County Printed on 3/28/2014Page 1 of 1
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS HELD AT THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING IN THE COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS' MEETING ROOM ON MARCH 3, 2014 AT 5:00 P.M.

PRESENT: CHAIRMAN WILLIAM ECKLER
VICE CHAIRMAN HOLLAND
GREG LOVELACE
JULIUS OWENS
ROGER RICHARD

* * * * * * * * * * 

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Eckler called the meeting to order.

CLOSED SESSION/ATTORNEY CLIENT NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3)

Commissioner Owens moved to go into Closed Session for Attorney Client under NCGS 143-
318.11(a)(3) and to include Human Resources Director Debra Conner in a portion of the Closed 
Session.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners 
Owens, Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, and Richard voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no 
Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent. 

5:00 P.M. - The Board went into Closed Session
5:30 P.M. - The Board returned to regular session.

ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Owens made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed with Commissioners Eckler, Holland, Lovelace, Owens, and Richard 
voting aye; no Commissioner voting no; no Commissioners excused; and no Commissioners absent. 

5:30 P.M. - Adjourned.

__________________________________________
Chairman, Board of Commissioners

__________________________________________
Vice Chairman, Board of Commissioners
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Minutes of Special Meeting of Rutherford County Commissioners of March 13, 2014
Page 2 of 2

Attest:

______________________________________
Clerk, Board of Commissioners
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-214, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Minutes of March 3, 2014

Summary:

Minutes of the regular meeting of March 3, 2014 are submitted for the Board’s approval.

Recommended Motion:

Approve minutes.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board
287-6045
hazel.haynes@rutherfordcountync.gov

Rutherford County Printed on 3/28/2014Page 1 of 1
powered by Legistar™15
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Rutherford County
Board of Commissioners
Meeting Minutes

Monday, March 3, 2014 6:00 PM Commission Chambers
289 North Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC

I.  Call to Order

Chairman Eckler called the March 3, 2014 regular meeting to order.

Present: 5 - Chairperson Bill Eckler, Vice Chairperson Eddie Holland, Commissioner Greg
Lovelace, Commissioner Julius Owens and Commissioner Roger Richard

A. Pledge of Allegiance

Mike Dalton led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

B. Agenda Approval

Commissioner Richard asked that the following items be removed from the Consent Agenda as 
there were errors in the documents.

IV. Consent Agenda
C. Minutes of Special Meeting of November 4, 2013
D. Tax Refunds and Releases - March 3, 2014

A motion was made by Commissioner Greg Lovelace and seconded by Commissioner 
Julius Owens that this agenda be approved as amended.  The motion carried by the following 
vote:

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, Commissioner 
Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

II. Public Hearings

A. Rutherford County Animal Code Update

Chairman Eckler announced that speakers would be allowed three minutes to make comments 
during the Public Hearing regarding the proposed amendments to the Animal Control Ordinance.

At the February meeting County Attorney Richard Williams provided a proposed update to the 
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Minutes of Meeting of Rutherford County Commissioners of March 3, 2014
Page 2 of 18

present Rutherford County Code which relates to animal control. He had held discussions with folks in 
both the District Attorney’s Office and the Sheriff’s Office regarding issues involving the current code. 
It has been two decades since the Code was last substantively amended. Many new state laws have been 
passed during this time. Therefore some inconsistencies have been created. Attorney Williams’ draft 
would remove the inconsistencies and comply with the state law. 

6:07 P.M. Chairman Eckler opened the Public Hearing to hear comments regarding the 
Rutherford County Animal Code Update.

Mr. David Reno spoke to the Board about proposals in the draft that needed to be rewritten as he 
believed they were not clearly defined.

Ms. Rachel Hensley who is a member of the Board of Directors of the Community Pet Center 
asked that the proposed ordinance be tabled until members of the Community Pet Center have had the 
opportunity to provide input.

Ms. Sherry Bostic recited a quote which was, "If you have any men who will exclude any of 
God's creations from the shelter of compassion, you will have men who will deal likewise with their 
fellowman."

6:15 P.M. When no one else wished to speak, Chairman Eckler declared the public hearing 
to be closed.

Commissioner Owens made a motion to table the Animal Control Ordinance draft until the 
April meeting or until such time as the County Attorney had had time to address the concerns 
presented at the meeting and formulate these into the draft of the ordinance.  Commissioner 
Lovelace seconded the motion.

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, Commissioner 
Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

III. Public Comments

Mr. Hunter Damewood, a member of the Community Pet Center, read a press release from the 
Center stating that an eight acre tract of land had been purchased in Spindale.  Plans are to have a rescue 
transport facility, dog park and possibly an animal shelter.  Animals will be cared for there until they are 
moved to their rescue homes.  

Ms. Lynn Cole told the Board that action is needed as quickly as possible to define enclosures 
for dangerous animals.

Ms. Amy Drum said one-half year has passed since she had first talked with the Board about 
moving the Haynes Library back to its original location in Cliffside.  Since the library had resided in 
Henrietta for 40 years, she presented a yellow ribbon to the library's adopted home in Henrietta.

Mr. David Reno stated his approval of the newest version of the Public Comments Guidelines 
which would be considered later in the meeting.

17



Minutes of Meeting of Rutherford County Commissioners of March 3, 2014
Page 3 of 18

Recognition of Daily Courier Awards

Vice Chairman Holland recognized Mr. Matt Clark and the Daily Courier for the North Carolina Press 
Association Awards recently received by Mr. Clark and other members of the Daily Courier staff.

IV. Consent Agenda

Commissioner Owens made a motion to approve items on the Consent Agenda.  
Commissioner Lovelace seconded the motion.

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

Consent Agenda items approved.

o Minutes of February 3, 2014
o Minutes of February 11, 2014

Commissioner Richard moved to table two items on the Consent Agenda until the April 
meeting so inaccuracies could be corrected.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lovelace.

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

Consent Agenda items tabled until April meeting.

o Minutes of November 4, 2013
o Tax Refunds and Releases – March 3, 2014

V. Commissioners/Appointments

A. Board of Equalization and Review for 2014

The Board made appointments to the 2014 Board of Equalization and Review.

Vice Chairman Holland appointed Rodney Robbins.
Chairman Eckler appointed himself.
Commissioner Owens appointed Stephen Burns.
Commissioner Lovelace appointed John Ridley.
Commissioner Richard appointed himself.

18



Minutes of Meeting of Rutherford County Commissioners of March 3, 2014
Page 4 of 18

Commissioner Owens nominated Chairman Eckler to serve as the Chairman of the 2014 
Board of Equalization and Review.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the motion.

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

Commissioner Richard asked about appointing alternates to the Board.  County Manager Classen 
advised that there is not statutory authority for alternates.  It has been the policy of the Board to appoint 
alternates in the past, but the alternates are not voting members.  Chairman Eckler asked that the County 
Manager and the County Attorney provide background information on this.  

Commissioner Richard appointed Mr. Jeffrey Keller as an alternate.

B. Appointment to Isothermal Planning and Development Commission Board of Directors

A motion was made by Vice Chairperson Holland and seconded by Commissioner Lovelace 
to appoint Chairman Eckler to the Isothermal Planning and Development Commissioner Board of 
Directors. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

C. Appointment of Deputy Clerk

A motion was made by Commissioner Owens and seconded by Commissioner Lovelace that 
Ms. Adrienne Wallace be appointed as Deputy Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners. The 
motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

VI. Old Business

A. Ruth School Adaptive Reuse Plan

Ms. Jessica Trotman of Isothermal Planning and Development Commission gave an update on 
the Ruth School Adaptive Reuse Plan.  The purpose of the plan which was funded through the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation was to identify and analyze the issues associated with reusing the 
structure and campus, develop alternatives for consideration and provide an adaptive reuse for the site.

The Ruth School which is nearing 100 years old would need major repairs and upgrades to 
stabilize the structure for any future viability.  Planning and Public Works Director Danny Searcy 
provided rough estimates to stabilize the building. Minimizing the liability with such actions as boarding 
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Minutes of Meeting of Rutherford County Commissioners of March 3, 2014
Page 5 of 18

up windows would probably cost between $30,000 and $40,000.

County Manager Carl Classen asked that the Board accept the plan and hear a report from Mr. 
Searcy at the next meeting as to how to stop the degradation and unsafe use of the building and dollar 
amounts for this.

A motion was made by Commissioner Owens and seconded by Commissioner Lovelace to 
accept the plan and to instruct Mr. Searcy to bring back figures and recommendations at the next 
meeting.  The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

Letter of Appreciation to Ruth School Adaptive Reuse Plan Committee Members

Chairman Eckler asked that a letter of appreciation be sent to the members of the Ruth School 
Reuse Plan Committee.

B. Biggerstaff Hanging Tree Property

Mr. Blake Bostic of the Planning and Public Works Department provided an update on the 
Preservation Master Plan for the Biggerstaff Old Fields and Long Farmstead property which is believed 
to be where, on October 13th and 14th of 1780, following the Battle of Kings Mountain, Patriot troops 
under the command of Colonel Isaac Shelby encamped, and where the trials and executions of nine 
loyalists occurred.

Rutherford County acquired the 17-acre property in 2010 with the vision of developing the 
property into an educational center commemorating the Revolutionary War and the North Carolina 
patriots and Overmountain Men who were instrumental in the Patriot victory at Kings Mountain.

A preliminary budget was provided which divided the work into five possible phases.  The total 
probable cost for all phases is estimated to be approximately $1,041,280.

The County Manager recommended that the Board accept the plan, apply for site certification, 
and authorize the County Manager to apply for grant funds from all potential sources.

A motion was made by Commissioner Lovelace and seconded by Commissioner Owens to 
approve the recommendation. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

20



Minutes of Meeting of Rutherford County Commissioners of March 3, 2014
Page 6 of 18

C. Public Comments Policy

At the February 3 meeting, County Attorney Richard Williams recommended updates to the 
Public Comments Guidelines that were adopted in 2003.  Concerns were raised about the impact of the 
proposal which brought the current guidelines in line with new State law approved since the Public 
Comments Guidelines were last updated by the Board.

In response to the concerns, the County Attorney prepared a short FAQ and an alternative policy 
that references State law.

Commissioner Owens moved to approve the latest version of the Public Comments 
Guidelines.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the motion.

Commissioner Richard moved to amend the motion to change the 3 minute limit to 5 
minutes.  Commissioner Owens seconded the motion.

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Lovelace, Commissioner Owens and 
Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0 Commissioner Holland

The Commissioners voted on the amended motion.

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

Public Comments Policy

The Public Comments portion of the agenda allows people an opportunity to comment on public 
issues, events, and areas of concern relating to government.

1. Each person wishing to speak will sign in prior to the meeting, receive a copy of the Public 
Comments Guideline, and be asked to list the subject on which he/she wishes to speak.

2. A maximum of five (5) minutes will be allotted for each person to speak with an 
additional two (2) minutes allocated for questions of clarification by the Board of 
Commissioners if they so choose. A designated timekeeper shall be appointed to notify the 
Chairperson of each speaker’s time allotment 

3. The Chairperson will act as presiding officer of the Public Comments section of the agenda 
and recognize all speakers.

4. The provisions of N. C. Gen. Stat. 153A-52.1 are adopted and made a part of the Public 
Comments Guideline by reference hereto.
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VII. New Business

A. Interlocal Agreement between Rutherford County and Broad River Water Authority to 
Construct Waterline

Rutherford County is the recipient of an Industrial Development Fund Grant to improve the 
existing water supply system in support of Project APPI.  As the recipient of the grant, Rutherford 
County will be responsible for the design and construction of the water line improvements, as well as,
ownership through a period in which all grant requirements for job creation can be met. Upon 
completion of construction, Broad River Water Authority will operate and maintain the newly 
constructed water line.   When the grant requirements are fulfilled, the ownership of this infrastructure 
should be transferred to the Broad River Water Authority for continued operation and maintenance.

An Interlocal Agreement between Rutherford County and Broad River Water Authority for the 
Fairground Road Waterline Improvement Project that is required to accommodate the proposed Project 
APPI expansion was presented for the Board’s consideration.

A motion was made by Commissioner Lovelace and seconded by Commissioner Owens to 
authorize the County Manager to formalize an interlocal agreement with Broad River Water 
Authority to transfer ownership of the newly constructed infrastructure subsequent to achieving 
the job creation requirements of the IDF Grant. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, Commissioner 
Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

B. Resolution to Authorize the County Manager to Complete and Submit a Grant Application 
For Industrial Development Funds For A Water Line Improvement Project To Serve 
Project APPI And Other Businesses Along Fairground Road In Rutherford County And 
Provide The Required 25% Local Matching Funds

Economic Development Director Matt Blackwell presented a resolution which would amend the 
December 2, 2013 resolution approved by the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners and reflect
the inclusion of a 25% required local match for the IDF grant in support of Project APPI.  The resolution 
would authorize the County Manager to submit a revised application to reflect the 25% local match. The 
total project cost is approximately $200,000 with the required local 25% match equal to $50,000.  Mr. 
Blackwell requested that the Board approve the resolution.

Commissioner Owens moved to approve the resolution.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded 
the motion.

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   
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RESOLUTION 
Enactment No: RES 14-017

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY MANAGER TO COMPLETE AND 
SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION  FOR INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS FOR 
A WATER LINE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT TO SERVE PROJECT APPI AND 
OTHER BUSINESSES ALONG FAIRGROUND ROAD IN RUTHERFORD COUNTY 
AND PROVIDE THE REQUIRED 25% LOCAL MATCHING FUNDS.

WHEREAS, an industrial prospect, code name APPI, proposes an expansion in Rutherford 
County that will result in the creation of 20 new full-time jobs and an investment of at least $1.9 
million over three years; and

WHEREAS, a grant from the Department of Commerce through the County of Rutherford be 
made to assist in Project APPI to provide a 10” replacement water line to serve existing 
businesses and potential industrial locations along Fairground Road; and

WHEREAS, Rutherford County will administer this grant in accordance with the rules and 
regulations of the Department of Commerce; and

WHEREAS, the County will administer this grant through the Rutherford County Economic 
Development Office; and

WHEREAS, the grant will be monitored quarterly to assure compliance with this proposal and 
the Department of Commerce regulations; and

WHEREAS, the estimated amount of the project is $200,000 with a grant application in the 
amount of $150,000.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners supports this industrial recruitment project, code name APPI, and authorizes the 
County Manager to complete and submit an Industrial Development Fund grant application in the 
amount of $150,000, and authorize the appropriation of the required 25% match equal to $50,000, 
which can be utilized to make improvements to the water infrastructure system along Fairground 
Road in support of Project APPI and other businesses in the area. 

Adopted this the 3st day of March 2014.

C. Building Reuse and Restoration Grant in Support of Project VSC

Rutherford County is the recipient of a Building Reuse and Restoration grant equal to $380,000,
with a 5% local match required, in support of Project VSC (Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc.) The 
Building Reuse and Restoration grant will be utilized to reduce certain capital costs associated with the
upfit of the existing building currently owned and occupied by the company. EDC Director Matt 
Blackwell asked that the Board approve a motion to accept and appropriate the Building Reuse and 
Restoration Grant in the amount of $380,000 and authorize the Chairman and/or County Manager to
execute all supporting documents.
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Commissioner Owens moved to accept and appropriate the Building Reuse and 
Restoration Grant in the amount of $380,000 and authorize the Chairman and/or County 
Manager to execute all supporting documents.

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

D. Golden Leaf Grant Grant in Support of Project VSC

Rutherford County is the recipient of a Golden LEAF Foundation Economic Catalyst grant equal 
to $200,000, with no local match required, in support of Project VSC (Trelleborg Coated Systems US,
Inc.) The Golden LEAF Economic Catalyst grant will be utilized to reduce certain capital costs
associated with the purchase of equipment utilized by the company. The equipment will be purchased 
and owned by Rutherford County and leased back to company as specified in the Lease Agreement as 
provided by the Golden LEAF Foundation.

Commissioners Owens moved to approve the request to accept and appropriate the Golden 
LEAF Economic Catalyst Grant in the amount of $200,000 and authorize the Chairman and/or 
County Manager to execute all supporting documents.  Commissioner Holland seconded the 
motion.

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

E. Resolution to Appropriate the Required 25% Local Cash Match Contingent Upon 
Approval By The Town Of Spindale to Complete and Submit a Grant Application for 
Industrial Development Funds for a Sewer Improvement To Serve Project Nathan.

The Economic Development Director presented a resolution which requested an appropriation of 
the required local match for an industrial development fund grant contingent upon approval by the Town 
of Spindale to complete and submit an IDF grant application in support of Project Nathan. The required
local match is equal to $29,645.  A motion was requested to approve the resolution authorizing the
appropriation of the required 25% local match equal to $29,645.

Commissioner Owens moved to approve the resolution.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Lovelace.

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   
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RESOLUTION
Enactment No: RES 14-018

RESOLUTION TO APPROPRIATE THE REQUIRED 25% LOCAL CASH MATCH 
CONTINGENT UPON APPROVAL BY THE TOWN OF SPINDALE TO COMPLETE 

AND SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION  FOR INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS 
FOR A SEWER IMPROVEMENT TO SERVE PROJCET NATHAN.

WHEREAS, an industrial prospect, code name Nathan, proposes an manufacturing facility in 
Rutherford County that will result in the creation of 70 new full-time jobs and an investment of at 
least $2.0 million over three years; and

WHEREAS, a grant from the Department of Commerce through the Town of Spindale be made 
to assist in Project Nathan and provide sanitary sewer improvement; and

WHEREAS, if approved, the Town of Spindale will administer this grant in accordance with the 
rules and regulations of the Department of Commerce; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Spindale will administer this grant with assistance from the Rutherford 
County Economic Development Office; and

WHEREAS, the grant will be monitored quarterly to assure compliance with this proposal and 
the Department of Commerce regulations; and

WHEREAS, the estimated amount of the project is $118,580 with a grant application in the 
amount of $88,935.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners supports this industrial recruitment project, code name Nathan, and supports the 
Town of Spindale in the completion and submission an Industrial Development Fund grant 
application in the amount of $88,935, and authorize the appropriation of the required 25% match 
equal to $29,645, which can be utilized to make improvements to the sewer infrastructure system 
along in support of Project Nathan. 

Adopted this the 3st day of March 2014.

F. Accept and Appropriate Building Reuse and Grant in Support of Project Cozy

Rutherford County is the recipient of a Building Reuse and Restoration Program grant in the 
amount of $39,391 equal to one-half the total eligible improvement costs for Project Cozy. The 
Building Reuse and Restoration grant will be utilized to reduce certain capital costs associated with the 
upfit of an existing building in Ellenboro purchased by the company. An approved resolution on July 1, 
2013 authorized the application and approved appropriation of the required local 5% cash match equal 
to $1,970.  A motion is requested to accept and appropriate the Building Reuse and Restoration grant in 
the amount of $39,392, along with the required local 5% cash match of $1,970 and authorize the
Chairman and/or County Manager to execute all supporting documents.
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Commissioner Lovelace moved to accept and appropriate the Building Reuse and 
Restoration grant in the amount of $39,392, along with the required local 5% cash match of 
$1,970 and authorize the Chairman and/or County Manager to execute all supporting documents.  
Commissioner Owens seconded the motion. 

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

G. Budget Amendments

County Manager presented budget amendments for the Board’s consideration.

Commissioner Lovelace moved to approve the budget amendments.  Commissioner Owens 
seconded the motion. 

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

Expense Revenue

GENERAL FUND

Winter Storm Pax - Cleanup Supplies and Labor $ 2,290 

Fund Balance Appropriated $ 2,290 
The following items were incurred as a result of Winter 
Storm Pax:

   Solid Waste - Landfill Personnel Expenses $ 247 

   Solid Waste - Snow Removal at Convenience Sites $ 800 

   Solid Waste - Oil Dry/Supplies $ 123 

   Public Works - Parking Lot Clearing $ 320 

   Public Works - Snow Melt Supplies $ 800 

     Total - Winter Storm Pax Expenditures $    2,290 

Harris/Linders Park Expenditures $  127 

Donations - Linders Park $  127 
*donations received

Sheriff - Equipment Purchased with Seizure Funds $  446 

Sheriff - Drug Seizure Funds $  446 
*unauthorized substance tax distribution

EMS Professional Liability Claims/Legal Fees $ 19,493 

Fund Balance Appropriated $ 19,493 
*legal fees incurred 
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Expense Revenue

Animal Shelter - Professional Liability Claims $ 2,802 

NCACC Insurance Pool $ (2,802)

*deductible incurred for claim

Contribution to Grant Fund - Match $ 19,000 

Fund Balance Appropriated $ 19,000 
*5% local match for Project VSC (Trelleborg) - NC 
Commerce Building Reuse and Restoration Grant

GRANT FUND

CDBG - Scattered Site Housing 2012 Project Expenditures $ 3,634 

Program Revenues - Deferred Loan Payment $ 3,634 
*funds received from Deferred Loan Agreement; must be 
used for other CDBG project expenditures

GoldenLEAF Economic Catalyst - Project VSC 
(Trelleborg) Expenditures $     200,000 
GoldenLEAF Economic Catalyst - Project VSC 
(Trelleborg) Grant $     200,000 
*grant received for capital equipment utilized by the 
company

NC Commerce Building Reuse and Restoration Grant 
Expenditures $     399,000 

NC Commerce Building Reuse Grant $     380,000 
Contribution from General Fund - Local Match $ 19,000 
*grant received to assist with the upfit of the existing 
building currently owned and occupied by the

company - Project VSC (Trelleborg)

Contribution to Grant Fund - Match $ 1,970 

Fund Balance Appropriated $ 1,970 
*5% local match for Project Cozy (Sunrise USA) - NC 
Commerce Building Reuse and Restoration Grant; 
application 

resolution approved July 1, 2013

GRANT FUND

NC Commerce Building Reuse and Restoration Grant 
Expenditures 

$ 41,362 

NC Commerce Building Reuse Grant $ 39,392 

Contribution from General Fund - Local Match $ 1,970 
*grant received to assist with the upfit of the existing 
building currently owned and occupied by the

company - Project Cozy (Sunrise USA)
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Expense Revenue

NC Dept of Commerce - IDF Grant Alliance Precision 
Plastics Expenditures

$ 200,000 

NC Dept of Commerce - IDF Grant Alliance Precision 
Plastics Grant

$ 150,000 

Contribution from County Building Fund $ 50,000 
*grant received for waterline construction; revises 
amendment from February 3rd

Grant Matching Funds to Local Sewer Provider $ 29,645 

Contribution from County Building Fund $ 29,645 
*grant applied for Project Nathan sanitary sewer 
improvements;  Grant, if awarded, would be to the Sewer 
Provider
and the County would provide the matching funds required 
by the NC Commerce IDF grant

COUNTY BUILDING FUND

Contingency - Water/Sewer Bonds $ (50,000)
Contribution to Grant Fund - match for EDC infrastructure 
grants

$ 50,000 

*matching funds for Alliance Precision waterline

Contingency - Water Sewer Bonds $ (29,645)
Contribution to Grant Fund - match for EDC infrastructure 
grants

$ 29,645 

*matching funds for Project Nathan sanitary sewer 
improvements

H. Flying Flags at Half Staff

Following the death of Clerk of Court Robynn Spence, the Chairman directed that the flags at 
County facilities be flown at half-staff through the first business day following Ms. Spence’s funeral. 
The day before the funeral, the County received an inquiry questioning whether such action was 
authorized under law and stated that only the President or Governor could do this. In the end, that 
information was found to be incorrect, but the County was told the order to place flags at half-staff
should be in writing.

In response and so as to be prepared for future events where an honor of this magnitude is 
appropriate, County Manager Classen asked that the Board take action to delegate this authority to the 
Chairman or the Vice Chairman, in the absence or incapacitation of the Chairman.

Commissioner Owens moved to delegate to the Chairman the authority to direct that flags 
at County owned or operated facilities may be flown at half-staff so as to give very high honor in 
response to an appropriate event or occurrence.  In the event the Chairman is generally 
unavailable or incapacitated, the Vice Chairman may act with such authority.  Commissioner 
Lovelace seconded the motion.
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Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

I. Request for Property Exemption

The Revenue Department received an application that was submitted after the January 31 
deadline to apply for property exemption under NCGS 105-278.3 for religious purposes.  Per NCGS 
105-282.1 (a1), upon showing good cause by the applicant for failure to make a timely application, an
application for exemption or exclusion filed after the deadline can be approved by either the North
Carolina Department of Revenue, the local Board of Equalization and Review, the Board of County
Commissioners, or by the governing body of a municipality, as appropriate.

The application from the Forest City Church of the Nazarene was received on February 17, 2014 
for a lot on Hardin Road purchased by the church on March 27, 2013 and used for parking by the church 
since its purchase. Trustees were unaware that a one-time application is required for properties to be 
considered exempt and that application has to be received during the regular listing period (January 2 -
31) of the year in which the exemption is first requested.

The staff of the Revenue Department made a recommendation to deny the application and hold it 
over for 2015 tax year timely submission.

Commissioner Owens made a motion to deny the request for exemption for the 2014 year.  
Commissioner Lovelace seconded the motion. 

Aye: 4 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace and 
Commissioner Owens

Nay: 1 - Commissioner Richard

J. Public Awareness Campaign for Cell Phone Use When Calling 911

Transportation Director Kerry Giles provided information to the Board regarding a kick-off 
campaign focused on cell phone use when calling 911.

K. Daniel Morgan Water District Mid Atlantic/Hines Road Waterline Extension

Bids were opened for the Daniel Morgan Water District Mid Atlantic/Hines Road Waterline 
Extension. A certified bid tab and a letter of recommendation of award were provided for the Board’s 
consideration.

Bids were:

Double R. Utilities, Inc. $145,618.83
Two Brothers Utilities $159,991.14

29



Minutes of Meeting of Rutherford County Commissioners of March 3, 2014
Page 15 of 18

Commissioner Owens moved to approve the recommended bid tab of $145,618.83 of 
Double R. Utilities, Inc. and authorize the County Manager to execute contracts and other 
documents in support of the Board's action.

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

L. Request from Rutherford County Schools Education Foundation

The Rutherford County Schools Education Foundation plans to construct a house to raise funds 
for the Foundation. The Foundation requested that the county waive three (3) construction related 
county fees:  

1)  The septic permit fee of $350.00
2)  The building permit fee, approximately $450.
3)  The landfill fees to dispose of construction debris, estimated at less than $300.

County Manager Classen advised the Board that the County does not have authority to waive 
septic permit fees as this is an operation of the Health Department.

Commissioner Richard made a motion to approve the request from Rutherford County 
Schools Education Foundation to waive the building permit fee and the landfill fees.  Vice 
Chairman Holland seconded the motion.

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard.

Nay: 0   

M. County Service Districts for Fire Protection

Chairman Eckler asked that the Board vote to excuse him from discussion on the county service 
districts for fire protection as he has a conflict.

Commissioner Owens made a motion to excuse Chairman Eckler.  Commissioner Lovelace 
seconded the motion. 

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard.

Nay: 0   

7:32 P.M. - Chairman Eckler left the meeting.  Vice Chairman Holland assumed the 
chairmanship.

Emergency Management Director Roger Hollifield updated the Board on changes that are being 
proposed for fire service districts.  He requested that the Board call for a public hearing at the April 
meeting on the changes proposed.
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Commissioner Owens moved to call for a public hearing on fire service districts to be held 
at the April County Commissioners' Meeting.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the motion.

Aye: 4 - Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, Commissioner Owens 
and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   
Recused: 1 - Commissioner Eckler

7:38 P.M. - Chairman Ecker returned to meeting and assumed the chairmanship.

N. Fire Training Facility

The County has been saving funds since the 1990’s to build a Fire Training Facility and now has
$1,299,740 saved and in the budget for this purpose.  Working with the Fire Chiefs throughout the 
County, the location is planned in conjunction with Isothermal Community College (ICC) on ICC 
property behind the main campus on Piney Ridge Road, Spindale. The Facility is planned for the rear of 
this parcel and would require a new access off Hawthorne Street.

Since the funding for the Fire Training Facility comes from the Outside Response Area (ORA) 
account, the fire departments would contract with the County to provide a fire training facility while the 
County would contract with the Fire Departments to provide fire and rescue services in the ORA, which 
does not have a fire department.  This does NOT affect anyone’s fire insurance but simply allows for the 
project to be built and operated under the existing funding streams.  The County would then contract 
with ICC to build and operate the Fire Training Facility using funds available and in consultation with 
the County and the Fire Chiefs.

If the Commissioners approve, during March, staff and attorneys will develop the final language 
for the various agreements between the parties and place the item(s) on the Commissioners April agenda 
for approval. To the extent possible, language in existing agreements will be used - especially between 
the County and the fire departments. A separate grant contract and operating agreement would be 
executed with ICC.

ICC has requested a $150,000 drawdown to get started on the planning, access way purchase, 
site preparation, and purchase of burn building facilities. Mr. Classen said this project has been many 
years in development and the final plan came together with the help of fire chiefs throughout Rutherford 
County, County Fire Marshall Roger Hollifield, the Board of ICC and President Walter Dalton, County 
Attorney Richard Williams, and the UNC School of Government. 

Commissioner Lovelace moved to direct the County Manager to work with the County 
Attorney and affected parties to develop agreements, contracts and other documents as may be 
needed to proceed with the construction, maintenance and operation of a Fire Training Facility at 
Isothermal Community College which would serve the firefighters and fire departments of 
Rutherford County.  Vice Chairman Holland seconded the motion. 

Aye: 4 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace and 
Commissioner Owens

Nay: 1 - Commissioner Richard

31



Minutes of Meeting of Rutherford County Commissioners of March 3, 2014
Page 17 of 18

Commissioner Lovelace moved to approve an initial grant award to ICC for the Fire 
Training Facility in the amount of $150,000 for payment by the County for access way purchase, 
site preparation, and purchase of burn building facilities.  The grant award would stipulate that 
funds spent by the College shall be done in consultation with the Rutherford County Fire Service 
Advisory Council and the County.  Commissioner Owens seconded the motion.

Aye: 4 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace and 
Commissioner Owens

Nay: 1 - Commissioner Richard

VIII. Information

A. Tax Collector’s Report

A motion was made by Commissioner Lovelace and seconded by Commissioner Owens that the 
Tax Collector’s Report be accepted. . The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

IX. Adjournment

Commissioner Owens made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the 
motion.

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

8:18 P.M. - Adjourned.

__________________________________________
Chairman, Board of Commissioners

__________________________________________
Vice Chairman, Board of Commissioners
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ATTEST:

_______________________________________
Clerk, Board of Commissioners

33



Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-227, Version: 1

Meeting Date:  April 7, 2014

Minutes of Special Meeting of March 18, 2014

Summary:

Minutes of the special meeting of March 18, 2014 are presented for the Board’s consideration.

Recommended Motion:

Approve minutes of special meeting of March 18, 2014.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board
287-6045
hazel.haynes@rutherfordcountync.gov

Rutherford County Printed on 3/28/2014Page 1 of 1
powered by Legistar™34

http://www.legistar.com/


Rutherford County
Board of Commissioners
Meeting Minutes

Monday, March 18, 2014 6:30 PM Commission Chambers
289 North Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC

I.  Call to Order

Chairman Eckler called the March 18, 2014 regular meeting to order.

Present: 5 - Chairperson Bill Eckler, Vice Chairperson Eddie Holland, Commissioner 
Greg Lovelace, Commissioner Julius Owens and Commissioner Roger Richard

A. Agenda Approval

Commissioner Owens made a motion to remove the local industrial incentive grant for 
Project VSC (Trelleborg Coated Systems US, Inc.) and to approve the agenda with this 
amendment.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the motion.  

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

B. Interlocal Agreement with the Town of Forest City

County Manager Carl Classen told the Board that the County and the Town of Forest City had 
come together on an agreement for use of a Farmers’ Market facility on the old Florence Mill site in 
Forest City.  An Interlocal Agreement with the Town of Forest City was presented for the Board’s 
consideration.

Commissioner Owens made a motion to approve the Interlocal Agreement.  Commissioner 
Lovelace seconded the motion.  

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

A motion was made by Commissioner Owens to send a letter of appreciation to Danielle 
Withrow for her work on this project.  A second to the motion was made by Commissioner 
Lovelace.  
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Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

C. Goals for Rutherford County 

County Manager Carl Classen presented a list of goals that had been adopted at the 2013 Goals 
Setting Meeting and expounded on those goals.

 Infrastructure Planning:

Improve water and sewer system to meet current and anticipated needs
Capacity
Location
Coordinate with other systems
Service impacts
Financing
Health
Development

As Number 1 Goal, plan for location (prime areas for industry), financing assistance (to lower 
cost of capital), and facilitate direct delivery of services from others.

Other goals which are part of infrastructure:

1. Expand fiber

2. Extend cell coverage
(a) What is their barrier for entry?
(b) Suggest locations for service areas/towers
(c) Use financial incentives for locations; build other complementary infrastructure

Strategy:  County Manager with the assistance of staff will develop infrastructure planning and 
return to the Board with recommendations.  He will provide an overall strategy in budget 
message addressing financing, location, and health issues.

If the county desires infrastructure, this will incur debt.  

 Sense of pride in schools

1. Educate about the relationship between low education standards and higher costs of 
providing human services through the county (e.g. DSS, Truancy Court, etc.)

2. What can County Commissioners do to partner with schools and others to help this 
situation?
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 Coordinate PIO function

1. Media
2. Citizens:  what’s available to them; solicit their feedback on quality and type of services; 

close feedback loop from citizens to manager/department heads/Board of County 
Commissioners

3. Records requests

 Project Planning

1, Build new Library in southern end of County
(a) Consider in design of EMS building to share space
(b) Identify staffing and service implications.  What will it cost to staff and operate 

this facility?
2. Complete EMS planning in southern end of County

(Already underway)

3. Build in 911 redundancy
(a) Revisit prior plan
(b) Identify viability of that plan
(c) Explore with others (Polk, state regional backup center)

 Locate a Permanent Home for Farmers’ Market

The Commissioners identified the top three priorities which the Board had selected.

1. Infrastructure planning which includes cell, broadband, water and sewer
2. Coordinated public information
3. EMS site in southern end of county

The Commissioners elaborated on the Project Planning that should be a part of the goals.  The 
County Manager said since the EMS station in the southeastern portion of the county is moving forward, 
a library in this area is now on the forefront.  Commissioner Richard believed that the building which 
has been offered for sale to the county by Ms. Amy Drum is a real opportunity.  There are issues to be 
considered, according to the County Manager, such as transportation and population.  He suggested that 
a committee be formed with two Commissioners and two Library Board members to determine what is 
needed and where a library should be located.  Vice Chairman Holland asked for a cost estimate for 
building a library.

The Board also discussed the need for a 911 backup center.  Other topics included the need for 
site ready property for potential industries.

County Manager Carl Classen asked that the Board plan to provide direction at the next goal’s 
meeting about projects to be completed this year and projects to be completed in three years.  He said 
the staff needs prioritization.
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IX. Adjournment

Commissioner Owens made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Lovelace seconded the 
motion.

Aye: 5 - Commissioner Eckler, Commissioner Holland, Commissioner Lovelace, 
Commissioner Owens and Commissioner Richard

Nay: 0   

8:00 P.M. - Adjourned.

__________________________________________
Chairman, Board of Commissioners

__________________________________________
Vice Chairman, Board of Commissioners

ATTEST:

_______________________________________
Clerk, Board of Commissioners
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Tax Refunds and Releases are presented for the Board’s consideration.

Recommended Motion:

Approve tax refunds and releases.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Sherry Lavender, Revenue Director
287-6183
Sherry.lavender@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-228, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Tax Refunds and Releases - April 7, 2014

Summary:

Tax refunds and releases are presented for the Board’s consideration.

Recommended Motion:

Approve tax refunds and releases.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Sherry Lavender, Revenue Director
287-6183
Sherry.lavender@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-246, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Appointment to Cliffside Sanitary District

Summary:

Mr. Chad Radford has resigned from the Cliffside Sanitary District Board of Directors.  Ms. Lynne Starr-
Vasquez who is a resident of the district is willing to serve on this Board.

Recommended Motion:

Appoint Ms. Starr-Vasquez to the Cliffside Sanitary District board of Directors.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Barry Jones
657-9209
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-232, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Alternates for the Board of Equalization and Review for 2014 -
Commissioner Richard

Summary:

Commissioner Richard asked that alternates on the Board of Equalization and Review be discussed at this
meeting.

Recommended Motion:

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Commissioner Roger Richard
bo.richard@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-236, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

County Service Districts Amendments for Fire Protection

Summary:

Following the public hearing held earlier in the meeting, the Board may wish to consider the amendments to the
County service districts for fire protection.

Recommended Motion:

Approve amendments.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Roger Hollifield, Fire Marshall
287-6090
roger.hollifield@rutherfordcountync.gov
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RUTHERFORD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
R E S O L U T I O N

APPROVING INSURANCE DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

WHEREAS, Chapter 153A-233 of the North Carolina General Statutes authorizes the Board of 
Commissioners of any County to designate the boundaries of fire insurance districts for the 
purpose of insurance grading; and

WHEREAS, the fire district boundaries in the unincorporated portion of Rutherford County 
need to be revised to reflect changes; and

WHEREAS, the Rutherford County Fire Marshal has caused to be created new fire insurance 
district maps using the GIS system as shown in Exhibit “A”; 

NOW, THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED that the Rutherford County Board of 
Commissioners approves the boundary lines of the fire insurance districts as shown in Exhibit 
“A”, exclusive of current or future municipal town limits, and as represented in the GIS 
produced maps certified by the County Fire Marshal.

ADOPTED this the 7th day of April, 2014.

Approved: _________________________
                  Chairman William Eckler
                  Rutherford County Board of Commissioners

  ATTEST: _____________________________
                    Clerk to the Board

                                                                                                                (Seal)
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COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD
NORTH CAROLINA

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the County of Rutherford (hereinafter referred to as County) has established county 
service districts pursuant to Article 16 of Chapter 153A of the North Carolina General Statutes 
for the purposes of fire protection (hereinafter referred to as County Service Districts); and

WHEREAS, these county service districts were established on the basis that would maximize the 
number of individual tracts of real property located within Rutherford County that would be 
located within six (6) miles of an established fire department; and

WHEREAS, in order to implement this purpose, each individual tract of real property was placed 
within the six-mile radius of the nearest said fire department as best as could be determined using 
tax maps, aerial photographs, and other methods by County staff; and

WHEREAS, petitions have been received from the owners of individual tracts of real property 
requesting that their respective individual tracts be adjusted to a different county service district; 
and

WHEREAS, the petitions as approved herein reflect changes that keep all tracts within the six-
mile radius of an established fire department and such adjustment maintains the integrity and 
purpose of the county service districts.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

That pursuant to the authority in N. C. Gen. Stat. §153A-304.3(a), the Board of Commissioners 
for the County does hereby declare that the boundaries of certain county service districts 
established pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. 153A, Article 16, be amended and adjusted between 
respective adjoining county service districts as follows:

One parcel identified as Tax PIN 1634279, presently a part of Cliffside Fire Protection Service 
District, to be placed in the adjoining Ellenboro Fire Protection Service District.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the County of Rutherford has caused this instrument to be signed in
its corporate name by its Chairman, attested by its Clerk to the Board, and its corporate Seal 
affixed, this ________  day of _________________, 2014.

COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

By: ________________________________
Bill Eckler, Chairman
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Attest:

__________________________________
Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board
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COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD
NORTH CAROLINA

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the County of Rutherford (hereinafter referred to as County) has established county 
service districts pursuant to Article 16 of Chapter 153A of the North Carolina General Statutes 
for the purposes of fire protection (hereinafter referred to as County Service Districts); and

WHEREAS, these county service districts were established on the basis that would maximize the 
number of individual tracts of real property located within Rutherford County that would be 
located within six (6) miles of an established fire department; and

WHEREAS, in order to implement this purpose, each individual tract of real property was placed 
within the six-mile radius of the nearest said fire department as best as could be determined using 
tax maps, aerial photographs, and other methods by County staff; and

WHEREAS, certain individual tracts of real property were erroneously placed into the wrong 
county service district due to such factors as access being through other property served by a 
different fire department or by simple error or inadvertence; and

WHEREAS, certain other individual tracts of real property have subsequently entered into the 
six-mile radius of the nearest said fire department and may now be included in that relevant 
county service district; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the County to both correct any errors and to include tracts 
subsequently entering the six-mile radius by changing the boundaries of adjoining county service 
districts in such a manner as to ensure that each such tract is actually served by the appropriate 
fire department .

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

That pursuant to the authority in N. C. Gen. Stat. §153A-304.3(a), the Board of Commissioners 
for the County does hereby declare that the boundaries of certain county service districts 
established pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. 153A, Article 16, be amended and adjusted between 
respective adjoining county service districts as follows:

1. Certain parcels identified on Exhibit “C” attached hereto, presently a part of the Outside 
Response Area Service District, to be placed in the adjoining Cliffside Fire Protection 
Service District as shown in Exhibit “B” attached hereto.

2. Certain parcels identified as Tax PIN 1646068 and part of 418339 and 424737, presently 
a part of the Sandy Mush Fire Protection Service District, to be placed in the adjoining
Forest City Rural Fire Protection Service District.

3. Certain parcels identified as Tax PIN’s 1639342, 1609806, 808984 and 1639343, 
presently a part of the Outside Response Area Service District, to be placed in the 
adjoining Green Hill Fire Protection Service District.
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4. Certain parcels identified as Tax PIN’s 1605812, 1402968, 1605369, presently a part of 
Danieltown Fire Protection Service District six mile area, to be placed in the same service 
district’s five mile area as shown in Exhibit “B” attached hereto.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the County of Rutherford has caused this instrument to be signed in
its corporate name by its Chairman, attested by its Clerk to the Board, and its corporate Seal 
affixed, this ________  day of _________________, 2014.

COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD

By: ________________________________
Bill Eckler, Chairman

Attest:

__________________________________
Hazel Haynes, Clerk to the Board
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-237, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Update on Fire Training Facility

Summary:

An update will be provided to the Board on the Fire Training Facility that was approved at the March meeting.

Recommended Motion:

Report and discussion only.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Carl Classen, County Manager
287-6060
carl.classen@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-239, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Update on Comprehensive Applied Science Center

Summary:

At the October 7, 2013 meeting, the Board directed the County Manager to work with the School
Superintendent and the President of Isothermal Community College to discuss, investigate, and report back to
the County Commissioners on creating an Applied Sciences Center that will prepare Rutherford County
students for trade and technical careers serving industry in Rutherford County and surrounding region.  The
Board further directed and authorized the County Manager to apply for and execute grant funding to further the
discussion and investigation of an Applied Sciences Center. Commissioner Lovelace  seconded the motion.
The role in education that had traditionally been called vocational education and is presently called applied
sciences. has become increasingly important due to high-tech manufacturing jobs and the specialized
knowledge and skills required to design, operate, and maintain modern manufacturing equipment.  Recent
discussions at the State and local level have sought to find a cost-effective way to best train Rutherford County
students to take advantage of these career opportunities and to educate skilled employees for current and future
local manufacturers.

The Manager has been meeting with Rutherford County School Superintendent Janet Mason and Isothermal
Community College President Walter Dalton regarding the Applied Science Center and will provide an update
to the Board on these discussions.

Recommended Motion:

Report and discussion.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Carl Classen, County Manager
287-6060
carl.classen@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-238, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Report on Development of Litter Control Progam

Summary:

The Solid Waste Director will make a presentation to the Board on the development of a Litter Control
Program.

Recommended Motion:

Report and discussion.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Carl Classen, County Manager
287-6060
carl.classen@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Solid Waste 

 

The Solid Waste Department Landfill served 309 

customers, hauled 62 containers from Conven-

ience Centers and shipped 32 loads to Lenoir. 

James and Tony spent Monday morning showing 

Debra seven different convenience sites. The Di-

rector attended a litter meeting with the County 

Manager and Steve Nanney. The Director attended 

a meeting with Debra (HR), had a meeting with a 

tire representative, and met with Danny Searcy 

and Jeff Bradley to discuss a water situation at 

Shiloh. The Director has been busy working on 

the recycling contract, estimates for the Daniel-

town fence and septic problems at the Golden Val-

ley Convenience Center. All employees continue 

to perform everyday job duties. Staff sent out an-

other electronics truck this week and two recy-

cling trucks. The Solid Waste Department  has 

been awarded another grant from the State that 

will allow them to install two more recycling com-

pactors at the Avondale and Colfax Convenience 

Sites. We hope to start these projects in July once 

all paper work is complete.  The Solid Waste Code 

Enforcement Officer has been busy finishing a 

presentation for the Carolina Recycling Confer-

ence next week. He also installed a camera mount 

at Golden Valley Convenience Center to help 

identify who is leaving trash outside the gates over 

the weekends. The Department had five commu-

nity services workers this week and the report as-

sociated with it was turned in. 

 
   

Click this here to view the Governor’s Litter Free 

NC Kick Off announcement. 
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-218, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Rutherford County Animal Code Update

Summary:

At the February meeting County Attorney Richard Williams provided a proposed update to the present
Rutherford County Code which relates to animal control.  He had held discussions with folks in both the
District Attorney’s and the Sheriff’s Offices regarding issues involving the current code.  It has been two
decades since the Code was last substantively amended.  Many new state laws have been passed during this
time.  Therefore some inconsistencies have been created.  Attorney Williams’ draft would remove the
inconsistencies and comply with the state law.  A public hearing was held on the proposed update to the
Rutherford County Code at the March 3 meeting.  The Board tabled the Animal Control Ordinance draft until
the April meeting or until such time as the County Attorney had had time to address the concerns presented at
the meeting and formulate these into the draft of the ordinance.

Recommended Motion:

Approve ordinance changes.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Richard Williams, County Attorney
288-1844
richard.williams@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Proposed

An Ordinance of the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners

Relating to Dangerous Animals

Proposal 1: Under Article I, Section I, delete current definition of “Dangerous Dog” 
including Exception, “Keeper”, and “Owner”

Proposal 2: Under Article I Section I, add new definitions for “Animal control director”, 
“Animal control officer”, “Appellate Board”, “Dangerous Animal”, “Domestic Animal”, 
“Potentially Dangerous Animal”, “Owner”, “Owner’s real property”, and “Secure 
Enclosure” as follows

Animal control director: sworn deputy of the Rutherford County Sheriff’s Office 
appointed by the Sheriff of Rutherford County to direct animal control matters within 
Rutherford County and to perform such duties as defined under this ordinance.

Animal control officer: any sworn deputy of the Rutherford County Sheriff’s Office 
assigned by the Sheriff of Rutherford County to perform animal control duties.  The 
animal control director shall be considered an animal control officer for the purposes 
of this ordinance.

Appellate Board: the board established herein to hear appeals of any designation of 
an animal as a potentially dangerous animal or for any other such matters as set 
forth herein.

Dangerous Animal:  any animal that:
A. Without provocation has killed or inflicted severe injury on a person; or
B. Has been determined by the person or board designated by the County to be 

potentially dangerous because the animal has, on another occasion, engaged in 
one (1) or more of the behaviors deemed potentially dangerous as set forth in the 
definition of “potentially dangerous animal” herein; or

C. Any dog that is harbored primarily or in part for the purposes of dog fighting, or 
any dog trained for dog fighting; or

D. An animal that has been declared a potentially dangerous animal without the 
animal owner appealing such determination within the prescribed time.

Domestic Animal: any of various animal species such as domestic dogs, domestic 
cats, horses, sheep, cattle, goats, hogs, poultry, et al, traditionally kept, cared for, 
sheltered, fed or harbored for use as a companion animal or otherwise domesticated 
by man so as to live and breed in a tame condition.

Potentially Dangerous Animal: any animal that has been determined to have:
A. Inflicted a bite on a person that resulted in broken bones or disfiguring 

lacerations or required cosmetic surgery or hospitalization; or
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Proposed

B. Killed or inflicted severe injury upon a domestic animal when not on the owner’s 
real property; or

C. Approached a person when not on the owner’s real property in a vicious or 
terrorizing manner in an apparent attitude of attack.

Owner: any person, group of persons, firm, partnership or corporation owning, 
keeping, having custody or control over, sheltering, feeding, harboring or allowing 
animal to remain on or about their property for more than  seventy-two (72) consecutive 
hours.  Owner does not include veterinarians or commercial kennel operators 
temporarily maintaining on their premises for a period of less than thirty (30) days 
animals owned by other persons.  In the event that the owner is a minor, for the 
purposes of this ordinance, the parent or legal guardian of such minor shall be 
considered the owner.

Owner’s real property: any real property owned or leased by the owner of the 
animal, but does not include any public right-of-way or a common area of a 
condominium, apartment complex, or townhouse development. 

Secure enclosure:  a fence or structure from which an animal cannot escape by 
any means unless freed by the owner and which has been approved by animal control 
officer.  None of the following shall be considered a secure enclosure: a chain or leash 
attached to any fixed object or any form of non-physical restraint system, including but 
not limited to electronic fence or shock collar.

Proposal 3:  Rename certain Section titles of Article IV as follows:

Sec. I – Designation of potentially dangerous animal.
Sec. II – Owner appeal of potentially dangerous animal designation
Sec. III – Preventive measures and control of dangerous animal and potentially 

dangerous animal

Proposal 4: Amend Article IV Section I (1) as follows:

(1) If the animal control director, after investigation supported by the evidence, 
finds that any animal fulfills any section of the definition for “dangerous animal” or for 
“potentially dangerous animal”, then that animal shall be designated or declared a 
potentially dangerous animal.

Proposal 5: Amend Article IV Section I (3) as follows:

(3) The owner may appeal the determination by filing written objections with the
animal control director within three (3) days.  If the owner does not appeal the 
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determination within three (3) days of the communication of the animal control director’s 
decision, then the determination shall be final.

Proposal 6: Amend Article IV Section 1(4) as follows:

(4) The owner must allow animal control officers to make whatever inquiries are 
deemed necessary to assure compliance with this ordinance which includes giving any 
details of the dangerous animal or potentially dangerous animal, including but not 
limited to the incident being investigated or such others as disclosed in the course of 
such investigation, dates, names, addresses, telephone numbers, and accounts by 
witnesses.  An Inspection of the owner’s real property or such other premises where the 
dangerous animal or potentially dangerous animal is confined must be allowed to the 
animal control officer or other appropriate authority.

Proposal 7: Amend Article IV Section 1(5) as follows:

(5) Any animal that has been designated as a dangerous animal or as a 
potentially dangerous animal under this ordinance may not be offered for sale or 
adoption.

Proposal 8: Add new Article IV Section 1(6) as follows:

(6) For the purposes of this ordinance, there shall be no determination of 
dangerous dog or potentially dangerous dog for the following:

(a). A dog being used by a law enforcement officer to carry out the law 
enforcement officers official duties; 

(b)  A domestic animal where the injury inflicted by the domestic animal 
was sustained by a person who, at the time of the injury, was committing a willful 
trespass or other tort, was tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the domestic animal, had 
tormented, abused, or assaulted the domestic animal, or was committing or attempting 
to commit a crime; or

(c)  A domestic animal where the said domestic animal inflicted the injury 
upon another domestic animal while in defense of an attack by that other domestic 
animal upon itself or upon its young.

Proposal 9: Move Article IV Section II (1) to create a new Article IV Section III (1) and 
amend as follows:

(1) If the owner of an animal that has been designated as a potentially 
dangerous animal or meets the definition of a dangerous animal is unwilling or unable to 
comply with the requirements set forth in this ordinance for keeping a dangerous animal 
or a potentially dangerous animal then the owner must, within three (3) working days of 
receipt of the communication of such designation, surrender possession of the animal to 
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an animal control officer or have the animal humanely euthanized by a licensed 
veterinarian approved by the health director.

Proposal 10: Renumber all subsections of Article IV Section II to reflect the removal of 
subsection (1).

Proposal 11:  Amend Article IV Section II (1) [formerly (2)] as follows:

(1) Any appeal of the determination of potentially dangerous animal pursuant 
to Article IV Section I (3) received by the animal control director will be considered an 
appeal to the Appellate Board.  The Appellate Board shall consist of three members, 
including: two individuals appointed by the Board of Commissioners of Rutherford 
County, one of whom must be a licensed veterinarian; and the health director, who shall 
serve as the chair of the Appellate Board.  The hearing shall be scheduled within ten 
(10) days of the filing of the written objections by the owner with the animal control
director.  The hearing shall be conducted pursuant to the provisions of N.C. Gen. Stat. 
67-4.1 et seq.

Proposal 12: Amend Article IV Section II (2) [formerly (3)] as follows:

(2) Owner shall make any appeal from the final decision of the Appellate 
Board by filing notice of appeal and a petition for review to the Rutherford County 
Superior Court, with copy sent to the animal control director, within ten (10) days of the 
final decision of the Appellate Board.  If the owner fails to make such appeal of the 
decision of the Appellate Board, then the decision of the Appellate Board shall be final.

Proposal 13: Redesignate Article IV Section III as Article IV Section III (2) and amend as 
follows:

(2) It shall be unlawful for any owner to keep any dangerous animal or 
potentially dangerous animal within the county, unless it is confined within a secure 
enclosure at all times, or, if beyond the owner’s real property,it is securely restrained by 
leash or chain, muzzled and under control of an individual physically able to restrain the 
animal at all times. In addition to these requirements, the animal control director shall 
have authority to require the owner of a dangerous animal or an animal designated a 
potentially dangerous animal to comply with specific preventive measures, including but 
not limited to the following, which measures not intended as a comprehensive or 
exclusive listing of measures which may be required by the animal control director or by 
any animal control officer acting at the direction of the animal control director:

(a) Necessary repairs or improvements of any type or kind to any fence or 
structure forming a part of the secured enclosure to ensure its 
effectiveness in preventing the dangerous animal’s or potentially 
dangerous animal’s escape, including but not limited to measures 
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against escape by digging under or jumping over such fence or 
structure.

(b) Measures to ensure that any gate forming part of the secured 
enclosure will remain secure against escape of the dangerous animal 
or potentially dangerous animal and/or against entrance children.

(c) Requiring owner to permanently identify the the dangerous animal or 
potentially dangerous animal by means of tattooing or insertion of 
microchip by a licensed veterinartian.

(d) Posting of signage of no less than twelve inches by eight inches (12” x 
8”) in stating “Beware of Dog” or “Beware of Dangerous Animal” or 
similar warning approved by the animal control officer.

(e) Requiring the animal to be spayed or neutered.
(f) Such other requirements to ensure that the dangerous animal or the 

potentially dangerous animal will not escape the secured enclosure or 
ensure the public safety.

The animal control director shall deliver a written order to the owner including any such 
requirements for the keeping and maintenance of the potentially dangerous animal or 
dangerous animal.  Owner shall have ten (10) calendar days to comply with the written 
order.  The written order shall further state that failure to comply within the time period 
prescribed may result in the assessment of civil penalties and/or seizure of the animal.  
The animal control director shall have the authority to allow reasonable extensions of 
time limits based on good faith progress of implementation of the preventive measures, 
which extensions of time must be in writing.  An animal control officer may confiscate 
and impound the dangerous animal or potentially dangerous animal until the owner 
completes the required preventive measures.  The owner of the dangerous animal or 
potentially dangerous animal will be responsible for all fees and costs incurred to house, 
feed, and care for said animal during such impoundment.

Proposal 14: Add new Article IV Section III (3) as follows:

(3) It shall be unlawful for the owner to fail to comply with the written order to 
take preventive measures within the designated time for compliance stated in the 
written order or any written extension thereof.  Any animal control officer shall have the 
authority to seize and impound the dangerous animal or potentially dangerous animal if 
the owner fails to comply with the written order.  Each day of non-compliance shall 
constitute a new violation.

Proposal 15: Add new Article IV Section III (4) as follows:

(4) Any animal control officer shall have the authority at any time and from 
time to time to inspect the owner’s real property or any such premises upon which any 
dangerous animal or potentially dangerous animal is confined to ascertain and 
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determine owner’s compliance with the requirements of the written order and any other 
requirements of this ordinance or of N.C. Gen. Stat. 67-4.1 et seq.

Proposal 16: Add new Article IV Section III (5) as follows:

(5) The owner must notify an animal control officer of any change in status of 
any dangerous animal or potentially dangerous animal within twenty-four (24) hours of 
learning, or hearing, that it is loose, unconfined, has attacked another person or 
domestic animal, or has died.

Proposal 17: Add new Article IV Section III (6) as follows:

(6) Any animal previously designated a potentially dangerous animal that is 
subsequently found by the animal control director to have engaged in a new incident 
that meets the definition of potentially dangerous animal as defined in this ordinance 
shall be impounded and euthanized in a humane manner.

Proposal 18: Redesignate Article IV Section V as Article IV Section II (4) and amend as 
follows:

(4). In the event an owner appeals the determination of the animal as a 
potentially dangerous animal the said animal may be impounded by any animal control 
officer at the owner’s expense pending the outcome of the appeal process unless the 
owner complies with the written order for preventive measures by the animal control 
director.  Any such expense undertaken by the owner to comply with such written order 
shall be solely at owner’s expense with no compensation by the County no matter the 
outcome of the appeal.

Proposal 18:  Renumber and redesignate Article IV Section VI as Article IV Section V 
and renumber and redesignate Article IV Section VII as Article IV Section VI.

Proposal 19:  Delete Article IV Section VI [old Section VII] and replace with new 
language as follows:

(1) Notwithstanding any civil penalties outlined herein, any person violating 
the provisions of this ordinance may be found guilty of a misdemeanor under N.C. Gen. 
Stat. 14-4 and as provided in N.C. Gen. Stat. 153A-123, and may be subject to a civil 
penalty of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment, or both, for 
each offense.  For a continuing violation, each day’s violation may be deemed a 
separate offense.
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(2) This ordinance may be enforced by an appropriate equitable remedy, 
injunction or order issuing from a court of competent jurisdiction pursuant to N.C. Gen. 
Stat. 153A-123(d) and (e).

(3) Use of any remedy herein shall not preclude those penalties and strict 
liability as set forth in N.C. Gen. Stat. 67-4.3 and 4.4.

(4) Animal control officers may issue civil penalty citations in accordance with 
the civil penalty and fee schedule which is adopted by resolution of the Board of 
Commissioners and is incorporated herein by reference.  Any such civil penalties may 
be appealed to the Appellate Board.

Proposal 20:  Amend final paragraph of Article V Section II as follows:

Any animals that exhibit fierce, dangerous, or aggressive behavior or which may 
be a dangerous animal or has ever been designated a potentially dangerous animal 
shall not be offered for adoption from the county animal shelter.

__________________________
Chairman, Board of Commissioners

ATTEST:

______________________________________
Clerk, Board of Commissioners
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-219, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Ruth School Adaptive Reuse Plan

Summary:

The County’s Staff reviewed this plan and the concepts which offer several alternatives to how the Ruth School
property could be reused.  After thorough review of these alternatives, it is the Staff’s recommendation to
prioritize these varying scenarios based on the estimated expenses in ascending order as noted with a brief
explanation. The Executive Summary of the Ruth School Adaptive Reuse Plan is in each binder and online.

Recommended Action:

See attached sheet.

Budget:

The estimates on the following page are provided in the reuse plan.

Contact Information:

Danny Searcy, Public Works and Planning Director
287-6300
Danny.searcy@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Ruth School Reuse Plan Action Options

In accordance with The Ruth School Adaptive Reuse Plan as accepted by this Board in March 
2014, the County staff reviewed the specific concepts and alternatives. The following items are 
recommendations from County staff.  The logic for this prioritization is based upon minimizing 
expenditures while improving the safety of risks posed on the property. 

a) Concept 1B: The first concept as stated in the reuse plan suggests divesting the 
County of the Ruth School property. Alternate Scenario 1B under the first concept 
is to sell the school and land.  It is recommended to offer the School and grounds 
for sale for a period of 30-180 days working with a local realtor for this offering.  
This alternative would require little to no County funding. 

b) A combination of Concepts including basic stabilization to prevent entry/access 
into the Main building and gymnasium along with shoring up the roof damage of 
the Main building while demolishing the annex facility which is beyond repair.  
This option would essentially safe the property until such time that the future 
Hwy 221 expansion interchange is constructed, at which time the County could 
offer the property for sale. 

- Remove environmental hazards & demolish annex facility     

   $170,000

- Shore up Main building and gym: $30,000

   Total: $200,000

c) Concept 1A: Remove environmental hazards, demolish the Ruth School and 
grade site. 

- Demolish annex facility: $170,000

– Demolish Main building $350,000

– Demolish gymnasium: $65,000

     Total $585,000

d) Concept 2A Stabilize the Ruth School as a future asset with a tenant. Under this 
option, it is recommended that the County petition proposals from the private 
development sector for a partner to improve the property.  This option would 
place the responsibility on the private developer to develop the most effective 
strategy for the property. Options could potentially include rehabilitation and 
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restoration, or renovation, etc. This Board of County Commissioners would have 
final approval of any subsequent strategies along with partnering in the financial 
process if this approach is considered.  Any budget impacts would be considered 
at the time private partners present development strategies. At this time no private 
development partners have been identified.  

e) Concepts 3A and 3B are to upgrade and rehabilitate the Ruth School and each 
alternative are in excess of $1,000,000. This concept is not fiscally feasible at this 
time without significant funding from private donors/grants. At this time no 
private funds have been identified. 

These priorities are based upon the concepts noted in the reuse plan while coupled with a 
financially conservative approach and mitigating safety risks posed on the property. 
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-226, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Proclamation - National Day of Prayer

Summary:

The following proclamation is presented for the Board’s consideration.

Recommended Motion:

Approve proclamation.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Carl Classen, County Manager
287-6060
carl.classen@rutherfordcountync.gov
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A Proclamation

By the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners

Whereas, from the earliest days of our county’s history, people have turned to Almighty God for 
help and guidance; and

Whereas, in times of national crisis when the country is striving to strengthen the foundations of 
peace and security, citizens stand in special need of divine support; and

Whereas, the Congress, by a joint resolution approved on April 17, 1952 (66 Stat. 64), has 
provided that the President "shall set aside and proclaim a suitable day each year, other than a 
Sunday, as a National Day of Prayer, on which the people of the United States may turn to God 
in prayer and meditation"; and

Whereas, the first Thursday of May has been designated, by the Congress of the United States,
as the National Day of Prayer; and

Whereas, the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners recognizes that distinction; and

Whereas, the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners recognizes the need for our citizens 
to join in this prayer effort; and

Whereas, the If My People Ministry has organized a National Day of Prayer Rally, at Crestview 
Baptist Church, at 6:30 PM on May 1st; and

Whereas; the 2014 National Day of Prayer theme is ONE VOICE UNITED IN PRAYER.

Now, therefore, be it hereby resolved that the Rutherford County Board of Commissioners
encourages Rutherford County citizens to unite in prayer on that date.

Adopted this the 7th day of April, 2014

____________________________________
Chairman, Board of Commissioners

ATTEST:

________________________________________
Clerk, Board of Commissioners

113



Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-223, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Community Project Grants

Summary:

The Community Project Grant period has concluded for fiscal year 2013-2014.  The Community Project Grant
Committee evaluated a total of eleven submitted grant applications.  These applications were reviewed and
recommended for funding contingent upon meeting the required criteria.  The Committee will make a thorough
examination of each applicant and will make recommendations to the Board of Commissioners at the April
meeting

Recommended Motion:

Approve community project grant as submitted.

Budget:

Contact Information:

Blake Bostic
287-6052
blake.bostic@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-229, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Request Regarding Safety at Board of Elections’ Site

Summary:

The Board of Elections received letters from both Rep. Hager and Sen. Hise asking that the Elections office be
moved because of safety concerns.  The Board of Elections responded to both and to the County explaining that
this would be a budgetary decision and therefore must be determined by the County Commissioners.  A copy of
this letter is attached.

Recommended Motion:

Discussion

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Carl Classen, County Manager
287-6060
carl.classen@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-222, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Request exemption from NCGS 143-64.32 requiring the request for qualifications process for
professional services where fees are in an amount less than $30,000

Summary:

Per NCGS 143-64.32, the County Manager requests approval by the Board of Commissioners to exempt
professional engineering, architectural, and survey services for the Southeastern EMS/Library Project from the
request for qualifications process provided for in State law.  Counties may elect to provide this exemption
where estimated professional service fees are in an amount less than $30,000.

Recommended Motion:

In accordance with NCGS 143-64.32 Rutherford County exempts the Southeastern EMS/Library Project from
Article 3D of Chapter 143 of the North Carolina General Statutes, as amended, for the following reasons:

a) Rutherford County has established a working history with The Patterson Design Group on
projects requiring architectural review;

b) The Patterson Design Group has prior experience with the Southeastern EMS/Library Project
and has specific knowledge of the site, surveys, plans and programs on the project; and

c) Utilization of The Patterson Design Group, with existing knowledge of the site, surveys, plans
and programs will result in a cost savings to Rutherford County.

Additionally, approval of this action will authorize the County Manager to execute applicable agreements to
complete work included in the proposal submitted by The Patterson Design Group.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Danny Searcy, Public Works and Planning Director
287-6300
Danny.searcy@rutherfordcountync.gov
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704.487.1120 • 704.487.1139 fax | P.O. Box 1407 • Shelby, NC  28151 | 108 W. Warren St. • Suite 311 • Shelby, NC  28150 
 

                                                                  

March 24, 2014 

 

Mr. Danny Searcy 

Public Works and Planning Director 

Rutherford County 

174 Fairground Road 

Spindale, NC 

 

Re:  New Henrietta EMS building with Library for Rutherford County 

Dear Mr. Searcy, 

 I have received the topographical map of the site for the referenced project.  With this 

new and more detailed information and by combining the Civil design work with my contract I 

am able to provide the Architectural and Civil construction documents together for a total cost of 

$29,872.00.  The new information provided by the topo allows us to refine and reduce our fee. 

 

The EMS building would be approximately 4,400 square feet constructed using a pre-

engineered steel building at the Henrietta location.  The estimated cost including the site work 

and design fees is approximately $700,000.00.  I still suggest the schematic design for the library 

be incorporated into the design for the EMS building now so that the library can be added 

correctly in the future.  There would not be any increase in designs fees for this.  Fees for 

bidding and construction administration would be handled at the appropriate time. 

 

 The library addition would be an additional 4,000 square feet.  Assuming today’s 

construction cost we estimate the cost of construction of the library to be around $520,000.00.  

The cost of construction for the library will be more expensive if the library is added later instead 

of being built at the same time as the EMS. 

 

 I look forward to working with you.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

  

Sincerely, 

 
Mark B. Patterson, AIA, LEED AP 
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-245, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Request Exemption from NCGS 143-64.32 requiring the Request for Qualifications process for
professional services where fees are in an amount less than $30,000

Summary:

Rutherford County Economic Development requests approval of the exemption from NCGS 143-64.32 for the
Daniel Road Economic Development Project and the proposal submitted by STV/Ralph Whitehead Associates,
Inc. to complete a “Cultural Resources Literature Review” at the proposed site to determine whether potentially
protected cultural resources are present on or near the project study area.  Approval of the described due
diligence activity is necessary to ensure the ability to develop the project site for future industrial opportunities.
Approval of the action request will include authorization for the County Manager to execute the appropriate
agreements to complete the professional services described above.  Duke Energy will provide matching funds,
in the amount up to $10,000, as a 1:1 match to Rutherford County expenditures associated with due diligence
required to prepare the property for industrial development.

Recommended Motion:

In accordance with the NCGS 143-64.32, the Rutherford County approves a motion is to exempt professional
engineering, architectural, and survey services for the Daniel Road Economic Development Project from
Chapter 143-64.32(a) of the North Carolina General Statues, as amended, for the following reasons:

1. STV/Ralph Whitehead Associates, Inc. has extensive knowledge and experience in the field of
“Cultural Resources Literature Review”; and

2. Utilization of STV/Ralph Whitehead Associates, Inc. will result in a cost savings to Rutherford County

Additionally, approval of this action will authorize the County Manager to execute applicable agreements
required to complete the work included in the Scope of Services as submitted by STV/Ralph Whitehead
Associates, Inc.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Matt Blackwell, Economic Development Director
248-1716
matt.blackwell@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-244, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Fairground Road Water Line Improvements Project Bid Tab

Summary:

Rutherford County has been awarded a $150,000 Industrial Development Fund (IDF) Utility Account grant to
install a water line that will generate enough pressure to support the required fire suppression infrastructure for
Project APPI, an existing industry expansion project, and create opportunities for future industrial growth in the
vicinity of the improvement project.  A resolution was approved by the Board of Commissioners on the March
3, 2014 authorizing the County Manager to complete and submit a IDF grant application for the water line
improvement project with an estimated cost of $200,000 and approved an appropriation of the required local
25% cash match equal to $50,000.  On March 27, 2014 at 2:00 pm a bid opening was held at the Rutherfordton
Town Hall where bids were received, opened and publicly read aloud.  The project engineer, Odom
Engineering, PLLC, has reviewed the bids and has provided a bid opening tabulation and letter of
recommendation for approval of the low bid (see attached).

Recommended Motion

Approve the bid tab and authorize the County Manager to execute contracts and other documents with the
recommended low bidder in support of the Board of Commissioners action

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Matt Blackwell, Economic Development Director
248-1716
matt.blackwell@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-243, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Accept & Appropriate an Industrial Development Fund Utility Account Grant in Support of
Project APPI

Summary:

Rutherford County has been awarded a $150,000 Industrial Development Fund (IDF) Utility Account grant to
install a water line that will generate enough pressure to support the required fire suppression infrastructure for
Project APPI, an existing industry expansion project, and create opportunities for future industrial growth in the
vicinity of the improvement project.  A resolution was approved by the Board of Commissioners on the March
3, 2014 authorizing the County Manager to complete and submit a IDF grant application for the water line
improvement project with an estimated cost of $200,000 and approved an appropriation of the required local
25% cash match equal to $50,000.

Recommended Motion:

Accept and execute the IDF Utility Account grant dcuments in the amount of $150,000, along with the required
25% local cash match of $50,000 and authorize the Chairman and/or the County Manager to execute all
supporting document.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Matt Blackwell, Economic Development Director
248-1716
matt.blackwell@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-224, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

County Service Area - Queen’s Gap Water

Summary:

In 2015, Board River Water Authority (BRWA) water service to Queens Gap Subdivision may be started but
very few homes will have been built to pay for the service, which requires flushing and line maintenance.
These costs, which could add up to $$30,000 (but are hoped to be much lower), need to be the responsibility of
eligible property owners and not general County taxpayers or BRWA ratepayers.

The tax value of property in Phase 1 is $2,488,800 (of which $855,000 is for foreclosed lots presently owned by
the County); for Phase 3, $1,513,500 for a total of $4,002,300

If the first tax levy occurs in FY2015-16 and if the County has sold the foreclosed parcels beforehand, the tax
rate to generate $30,000 would be $0.781 per $100 assessed value (96% collection rate) to generate the
$30,000. This rate is very high but would come down when homes start being built as the roads and water
system are installed in FY2014-15 (or land appraisals reflect the available improvements).  The rate come close
the statutory aggregate maximum rate of $1.50 when the County rate and the County Service District - Fire
Service rates are added.  Again, as private improvements are made, the water service property tax rate would
drop.  Also, as homes use BRWA water service, the cost would decrease as that cost is covered by BRWA fees.

As such, the County Manager recommends that the County proceed with creation of a County Service District
for Water Service in the Queens Gap Subdivision (map attached) and the County Commissions schedule a
public hearing on the statutorily-required report and proposal in conjunction with the June 2, 2014 regular
Commissioners meeting.  The public hearing requires substantial public notice.

Recommended Motion:

Direct the County Manager to prepare a report as required and call a public hearing in conjunction with the
June 2, 2014 regular Commissioners meeting for the creation of County Service for Water Service in the
Queens Gap Subdivision

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:
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File #: ID 14-224, Version: 1

Carl Classen, County Manager
287-6060
carl.classen@rutherfordcountync.gov

Rutherford County Printed on 4/2/2014Page 2 of 2
powered by Legistar™127

http://www.legistar.com/


1645005

1640007

1629802

1644966

1645916

1115305

1622077

1622078

1620437

1618722

1625390

1645917

1641649 1618209

QUEENS GA
P

THERMAL CITY RD

PINNACLEPKWY

DE
VIN

RI
DG

E LN

PAINTERS GAP RD

SHIRE LN

MIKES MOUNTAIN RD

TRALEE DR

DOUBLEVIEW DR

PINNACLE LN

CL
OU

D NIN
E TR

L

EAMON DR

CIAN DR

PRIVATE DR

ARDAL ST

BLAINE DR

MARY ANN LN

CARRICK NOLL DR

TIGHTRUN
LOOP RD

LABRAS DR

GLA
GH

ORN TR
L

GA
LW

AY
DR

BOBBY MCKINNEY RD

A LAST AR
DR

ST
RA

WB
ER

RY
 H

OL

LOW ER SWITCH BACK
RD

DUBLI N W AY

WATERFORD
WAY

CRAIGEN DR

CHALK CREEK PKWY

PRIVATE POINTE

CULL EY DR

ISAB EL
LE

DR

CLAIRE CT

SE
TTLERS VIEW

KILIA NDR

SHIRE EXTENSION

SUNSHINE FARM LN

TUCK BACK COVE

QUEENSGAP PHASE 1, 3 AND ALL OTHER TRACTS

µ

Legend
Roads

County Lines

Other_Parcels

Queensgap_subdivision_Ph1
SUBDIVISIO

QUEEN'S GAP CHALETS

QUEEN'S GAP PH 1

Queensgap Ph3

128



Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-248, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Budget Amendments - April, 2007

Summary:

Solid Waste Options - MSW Lined Landfill; Incinerator
Coming out of the briefings regarding solid waste finances, Commissioners showed an interest in exploring the
County’s 2000’s discussion and planning of a lined MSW landfill and/or investigation an incinerator.
Documents and materials from the past MSW lined landfill discussions were located, plus Solid Waste Director
James Kilgo and engineer David Odom have checked with the State regarding the County’s past efforts, which
may still have bearing towards an eventual permit if that is the way the Commissioners want to proceed.

To determine whether to proceed with either option requires extensive studying of what would be involved with
construction, operation, and (for a lined landfill) post-closure care.  If the County joins with Henderson County
in the fall/winter of 2014/15 on a joint MSW hauling Request for Proposal (RFP), it would be good to have this
information the lined landfill/incinerator timing and costs beforehand so as to better judge the costs of a new
disposal contract.

The budget amendment as presented establishes a budget allowance of $25,000 to allow for a thorough
financial analysis of the feasibility of developing a lined MSW Landfill as an alternative to shipping waste off
site.  This figure was determined in conjunction with S&ME who recently completed a similar project in
Lincoln County.  This analysis will consider and provide costs and time frames design, permitting and
construction of the facility along with any additional capital or equipment and personnel needs.  It will also
evaluate the feasibility of an incinerator for comparison.

Watershed Commission Agenda Summary
The Watershed Commission is requesting $5,500 for special maintenance on the watershed dams to keep the
watershed dams maintained to reduce liability.  The dams need to be sprayed in May to reduce briars and
woody vegetation.

Duke Energy Incentive
Amendment to reserve incentive payment to Duke Energy for the Cliffside Unit #6 Generation Facility.  Per the
incentive agreement, payment is to be made annually as requested between July 31st and September 30th.

Reallocation for New Service Districts
As a result of  implementation of the State’s NCVTS Tax and Tag Together Program and timing of utility
valuations by NC Department of Revenue, personal property and utility tax collected as compared to budgeted
for the new Service Districts has been lower than anticipated.  We have discovered much of the values we
previously anticipated to be reallocated to the new districts have not yet been reallocated. The Revenue
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File #: ID 14-248, Version: 1

Department is continuing to monitor motor vehicle data through NCVTS to correct situs variances.  Also, since
utilities are valued in the fall by the NC Department of Revenue, values received for Spindale and Forest City
Rural are lower than projected.  Since the majority of the situs items are still showing in the Outside Response
Area District, a budget amendment is presented to reallocate ad valorem collected by ORA on this property to
the new districts.   For the upcoming 2014-2015 budget, staff has requested that the Districts use the lower
values (which are currently being seen through NCVTS and NCDOR) when completing their budget requests.

Recommended Motion:

Approve budget amendments.

Budget:

As presented.

Contact Information:

Paula Roach, Finance Director
287-6348
paula.roach@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Budget Amendments
April 7, 2014

Expense Revenue
GENERAL FUND

Professional Services - MSW Landfill Feasibility Study 25,000$                              
Fund Balance Appropriated 25,000$                              
*establish funds to complete feasibility study for MSW landfill and incinerator

Sheriff - Professional Liability Claims 5,000$                                
NCACC Insurance Pool (5,000)$                              
*deductible incurred for claim

Watershed - Special Maintenance 5,500$                                
Fund Balance Appropriated 5,500$                                
*funds needed for special maintenance on the watershed dams.

Contribution to DSS Fund 41,941$                              
Fund Balance Appropriated 41,941$                              
*County share to be transferred to Vehicle Replacement Fund 

Economic Development Incentives 333,048$                            
Fund Balance Appropriated 333,048$                            
*reserve incentive payment due to Duke Energy for the Cliffside Unit #6 per incentive agreement; payble July 31st 
and September 30th 2014

DSS FUND

Contribution to Vehicle Replacement Fund 41,941$                              
State Aid to Administration 20,971$                              
Contribution from General Fund 20,970$                              
*funds to be transferred for FY13-14 Vehicle Replacement Program

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program Expenditures 21,632$                              
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program Revenues 21,632$                              
Crisis Intervention Program Expenditures 17,699$                              
Crisis Intervention Program Revenues 17,699$                              
LIEAP and CIP Administration Expenditures 2,873$                                
LIEAP and CIP Administration Revenues 2,873$                                
*additional funding authorizations received

SERVICE DISTRICTS FUNDS

Contr from Outside Response Area - Lake Lure Rural 6,849$                                
Contr from Outside Response Area - Fairfield Fire 13,014$                              
Contr from Outside Response Area - Broad River Fires 5,755$                                
Contr from Outside Response Area - Edneyville Fire 1,228$                                
Contr from Outside Response Area - Forest City Rural 8,227$                                
Contr from Outside Response Area - Spindale Rural 5,054$                                
Contr to Other Service Districts - Outside Response Area (40,127)$                            
*Reallocation from Outside Response Area to New Service Districts
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-221, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Memorial for Robynn Spence

Summary:

At the March meeting Commissioner Owens requested that an appropriate honor for Robynn Spence be placed
at the Rutherford County Courthouse.  An update will be provided to the Board on the development of the
project.

Recommended Motion:

Update and discussion.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Commissioner Julius Owens
Julius.owens@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-231, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Smoky Mountains Center Fiscal Monitoring Report

Summary:

Submitted for information.

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Carl Classen, County Manager
287-6060
carl.classen@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

No action. Information only.
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Rutherford County

Legislation Text

Office Building
289 N. Main Street

Rutherfordton, NC 28139

File #: ID 14-230, Version: 1

Meeting Date: April 7, 2014

Tax Collector’s Report - April 7, 2014

Summary:

The Tax Collector’s Report is submitted for the Board’s information

Budget:

N/A

Contact Information:

Sherry Lavender, Revenue Director
287-6183
Sherry.lavender@rutherfordcountync.gov

Recommended Motion:

No action. Information only.
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