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The Weekly Report showcases the activities and  accomplishments of the many Departments 

within Rutherford County Government. Click on the directory lists, headings and text in blue to 
be linked to more information. 

Department Directory 

Agriculture/Cooperative Extension 

Airport 

Board of Elections 

Building Inspections 

County Manager 

County Commissioners 

Economic Development 

Emergency Medical Services 

Fire Marshal 

Finance 

Human Resources 

Information Technology 

Library 

Public Works and Planning 

Register of Deeds 

Revenue 

Senior Center 

Social Services 

Soil and Water 

Solid Waste 

Transit 

Tourism Development Authority 

Veteran Services 

 

 

   Weekly Report 

Highlight of Departmental Activities  

August 8, 2016 

Airport 

 

The Airport sold 1,543.0 gallons of Jet A to 7 aircraft and 969.3 gallons of 

100LL to 25 aircraft last week. 

 

PHOTOS: 

Close-up photos of the sign that was presented to the Rutherford County 

Airport by the Tourism Development Authority.  We are very proud of our 

new sign and would like to thank all the staff of the TDA for making this 

possible! 
 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/cooperativeextension
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/airport
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/boardofelections
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/buildinginspections
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/manager
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/Departments/governingbody
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/economicdevelopmentcommission
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/emergencyservices
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/finance
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/humanresources
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/informationtechnology
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/library
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/maintenance
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/registerofdeeds
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/tax
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/seniorcenter
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/socialservices
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/socialservices
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/soilandwaterconservation
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/socialservices
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/soilandwaterconservation
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/solidwaste
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/transit
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/tourismdevelopmentauthority
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/veteranservices3
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/airport
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Agriculture/Cooperative Extension 

Reported by Jeff Bradley, Tracy Davis, Cynthia Robbins, Hannah Bundy 
 

 Chaired Partnership for Children board meeting. 

 Taught Extension Master Food Volunteer training. - photo below right. 

 Taught Living Healthy with Chronic Disease class. 

 Attended Community Health Council meeting. 

 Taught CATCH nutrition & physical activity class. 

 Facilitated 5-2-1-AN project planning team meeting. 

 Deer Valley Farm visit - photos on page 3 

 Attended Polk County’s Master Gardener class - canning photo below  

 Rutherford County Master Gardener meeting—photo below left. 

 Rutherford County Master Gar-

dener meeting 

 WNC Green Team meeting  

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/cooperativeextension
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/cooperativeextension
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Building Inspections 

Board of Elections 

On July 29, a panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit struck down photo ID requirements 

and other elections procedures enacted under S.L. 2013-381 and amended by S.L. 2015-103.  Barring any 

alternative outcome on appeal, the following are no longer enforceable: 

 

 Photo ID requirement contained in Part 2 of Session Law 2013-381, as amended by Session Law 2015-

103; 

 Removal of preregistration contained in Part 12 of Session Law 2013-381; 

 Elimination of same-day registration contained in Part 16 of Session Law 2013-381; 

 Changes to early voting contained in Part 25 of Session Law 2013-381; and 

 Elimination of out-of-precinct voting contained in Part 49 of Session Law 2013-381. 

 

Our Board and Staff will be attending training with the State next week where we will learn how we will 

adapt our procedures after this change. 

Building Inspections has taken $42,350 in permit payments and conducted 161 inspections in the last 

week.  Among those permits issued were a replacement of the concrete slabs in the White Oak Carpet 

building in Spindale, the Lincoln Solar Farm on Wells Mill Rd in Bostic, and three new house starts con-

sisting of 10,065 SF and valued at $647,000 for all three together.   

 

We are reviewing commercial plans for a remodel of the Rite-Aid in Rutherfordton and a total remodel of 

an existing office building in downtown Rutherfordton.   

 

The Fire Inspector is working diligently to get all the senior care homes inspected and has started inspect-

ing the preschools housed in our county schools.  Our department is “muddling through” while our director 

is on a cruise to Alaska!!   

Agriculture/Cooperative Extension continued from page 2 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/buildinginspections
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/boardofelections
https://s3.amazonaws.com/dl.ncsbe.gov/Training/NAACP%20v%20McCrory%E2%80%94Fourth%20Circuit%20Opinion.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/SessionLaws/HTML/2013-2014/SL2013-381.html
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/SessionLaws/HTML/2015-2016/SL2015-103.html
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Economic Development 

County Manager and Commissioners 

The following are several events and activities in which the County Manager, Commissioners and staff 

were involved over the last few days: 

  

 Meetings with several departments including, Planning and Projects, Solid Waste, EDC, Sheriff's 

Department, and Finance. 

 Meeting with Rutherford Town Manager 

 2016 Local Government Legislative Review Webinar 

 Flag Presentation honoring the late  Ellenboro Alderman Mike Rhyne 

 Board of Commissioners' Meeting 

 County Attorney meeting regarding various projects 

 Luncheon with Dean of UNC School of Government 

 ARC Rutherford County Planning Meeting - IPDC 

 Community Health Council meeting at hospital 

 

Other activities, meetings, and events that took place this week were Ruth, Bostic, Forest City, Ellen-

boro and Rutherfordton Town Council meetings, Board of Education meeting, meetings with citizens, 

numerous calls, interoffice meetings, conference calls, public relations, advising, and preparation for 

various responsibilities. 

This week, the Economic Development Department attended the Rutherford County Board of Commis-

sioners monthly meeting, responded to an industrial RFI, met with an industrial prospect, and updated 

content on the Rutherford County Economic Development, Gateway West Commerce Park, and Ac-

cessNC websites.  

 

Staff continues to be busy following up with multiple industrial recruitment and expansion prospects, 

communicating with the Department of Commerce and existing industry representatives regarding vari-

ous grant reports and requests, and working to increase our social media presence.  

 

This week’s agenda also included various meetings and conference calls with county departments and 

industry allies. 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/manager
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/manager
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/Departments/governingbody
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Human Resources 

Fire Marshal/Emergency Management 

Finance Department 

The Fire Marshal: 

 received a report of a diesel fuel spill and coordinated with Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources for follow-up on cleanup and site remediation.   

 met with Steven Matheny with Isothermal Community College regarding the emergency services 

training facility.   

 assisted County Fire Rescue Association with administrative support.   

 attended regional workshop sponsored by North Carolina Public Health in Asheville.   

 attended several other meetings and training.  

The HR Director held meetings to discuss personnel issues, exit interviews, and retirements.   

 

Welcome aboard new hires Jeremy Keever (Solid Waste), Yeconia Ponce (p/t 911), Jeffry Murphy (p/t 

911), Ryan Bailey (Sheriff), Melissa Beheler (DSS), Tabitha Smolzer (DSS), Scott Moore (DSS), Jessica 

Alexander (p/t 911), and Elizabeth Sarrat (DSS). Employees who have left the service of Rutherford Coun-

ty are James Suber (Transit), Sonya Grace (911),  Zac Crowder (SW), and Andrew Owens (911).   

 

Interviews for the Utility Worker at Solid Waste have been conducted. The HR Director attended the NC 

Legislative webinar, attended the monthly Board of Commissioners meeting, and met with Deneene Cook 

from Rutherford Regional.  

 

Congratulations to Sonny (EMS) and Rachael Gobble on the birth of their precious baby boy, Jacksonn 

Yona, weighing in at 7 lbs. 8 oz. and 21 inches long.    

 

Job opportunities are Tax Collection Tech and Appraisal I.  Apply at www.rutherfordcountync.gov.   

 

See flyers for ‘Mammogram Day’ and ‘Live Free, Smoke-Free’ on pages 6 and 7. 

The Finance Office processed payroll and accounts payable. Director Paula 

Roach attended interdepartmental  meetings.  The Director and Assistant Di-

rector Apryl Tessener attended the 2016 Local 

Government Legislative Review Webinar.  

 

PHOTOS: Director  Paula Roach shared pic-

tures of her son, Benjamin,….a loyal, devoted 

Owls fan, pictured with his favorite players, Dustin 

Dye and AJ Bumpass. 

 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/humanresources
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/Departments/emergencyservices/marshal
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/tax
http://www.rutherfordcountync.gov
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We have been given permission to share a story with you.  Last year during the 

County Mammogram Day, employee Dawn Lovelace was diagnosed with breast 

cancer.  She stated she probably would not have been examined had the county/

hospital not hosted this day.  Dawn has gone through surgery and chemo since this 

day last year.  She has asked us to share her story to encourage others to take ad-

vantage of this opportunity.  Please don’t put off being examined. 

Human Resources continued from page 5 
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Human Resources continued from pages 5 - 6 
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Rutherford-Polk-McDowell Health Department 

Meet The Newest Members of the RPM Team: 
 

Maria Hankinson, RN, Public Health Nurse  

I am the new supervisor for Family Planning/ Maternal 

health- employed since January 2016.  I have been a nurse 

for over eight years, experience in Internal Medicine, 

Family Medicine, and community health. I am originally 

from just outside of Niagara Falls, NY.  I have been living 

in North Carolina for over 6 years and I love it! I love be-

ing outside, playing sports, cheering on the Carolina Pan-

thers and spending time at Lake Lure.  I am a newlywed, 

married in May 2016.  I love being part of RPM Health 

District and excited for the future! 

Jennifer Robbins, RN, BSN, Public Health Nurse  

I am a Public Health Nurse for the Family Planning/Maternity 

programs and started on April 11, 2016.  

Renee Souther, RN, BSN, Public Health Nurse 

Hi, my name is Renee Souther. I am a graduate for Gardner-Webb 

University. I graduated in 2005 with my ADN and 2014 with my 

BSN. My start date was 5/23/16. My position is a Public Health 

Nurse I. My role is focused primarily with the Maternity and Fami-

ly Planning Clinic; the majority of my time is spent with Maternity. 

For fun I enjoy spending time with my family! 

Lena Effler, Processing Assistant 

Lena Effler is a Processing Assistant in clinic at our McDowell County 

office.  Mrs. Effler is currently enrolled at McDowell Tech and will grad-

uate in the Spring of 2017 with a degree in Health Information Manage-

ment.  She has already earned a degree in Office Administration and pos-

sesses certificates in Medical Billing and Coding and Medical Transcrip-

tion.  In her spare time, Lena enjoys drawing and painting. 

http://www.rpmhd.org/
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Information Technology 
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Library 

April Young / Director – April placed orders for  patron requested mater ials for  all three librar ies. 

April has also spent time working on employee schedules for the new library hours that will go into effect 

September 6, 2016. April attended various community meetings. We are excited about the upcoming new 

hours and hope that the community, and especially Rutherford County employees, will be able to take ad-

vantage of all the Library has to offer. 

 

Stephanie Long / Circulation Manager – Stephanie placed educational posters around the library 

for everyone’s enjoyment. Stephanie proofed the patron requests before they went to April; this included 

DVD and book requests.  

 

Maria Davis / Adult Programming – Maria is wrap-

ping up the Adult Summer Reading Program by encour-

aging everyone to get finished with their Challenge 

Cards and get everything turned in so that they may be in 

the drawing for the Grand Prize of the Kindle. Chef Paul 

was a success with his Compressed Pickled Watermelon 

Salad demonstration and tasting. We had approximately 

25 people in attendance. Posted right - photo of Chef 

Paul. 
 

Kenneth Odom / IT – The  Second Annual Summer  

MakerCamp has wrapped up for the year and the campers had a GREAT time. As their final project, they 

made carbonated ice cream and it was delicious! Contact Kenneth for the recipe if interested. (Photos on 

page 11 – playing with the dry ice used to make the ice cream.) 

 

Nicole Morse / Children & Youth Librarian – Nicole wrapped up the enter tainers for  Summer  

Reading Program this week. Acrobats from AcroEntertainment ab-

solutely amazed us with their feats (pictured below).  

 Next Tuesday will be the Celebration Party where the children will 

turn in their reading logs and choose what prize they would like to 

be entered into for the drawing. 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/library
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Library continued from page 10 

Kenneth Odom / IT – 

The  Second Annual 

Summer MakerCamp 

has wrapped up for the 

year and the campers 

had a GREAT time. As 

their final project, they 

made carbonated ice 

cream and it was deli-

cious! Contact Kenneth 

for the recipe if interest-

ed. (Photos of children 

playing with the dry 

ice used to make the 

ice cream.) 
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Revenue Department 

Senior Center 

Customer Service Totals 

Phone Calls 768 

Info/Data Requests 72 

County Growth Indicators  

Building Permits Reviewed 60 

Deeds Recorded 12 

Collections Progress  

Deeds Certified/Prior Year Taxes 18 

Total Taxes Collected $366,696.45 

2016 Tax Bills are in the mail. If you have not received you bill within the next two weeks, please call the 

office at 287-6000.  

 

Your mortgage company will receive your bill electronically if they pay your tax bill. You will receive a 

paper copy of the bill. This lets you know how much the mortgage company has paid. If you need to know 

if the mortgage company has paid your taxes, please wait until the second or third week of September to 

check with our office. We should have that information by that time and have it posted. 

 

The Revenue Department would like to congratulate Richard Lawson for being promoted to the new Ap-

praisal Coordinator position for Rutherford County  

The Senior Center Director attended the 2016 SHIIP Coordinators’ Training Conference in Greensboro on 

Tuesday and Wednesday.   

 

The “Living Healthy with Chronic Illness” workshop continued on Wednesday.  This workshop is de-

signed to help participants learn skills and tools to better manage chronic conditions.   

 

We also celebrated National Watermelon Day on Wednesday with trivia, decorating cupcakes like a wa-

termelon, and watermelon slicing (donated by Willow Ridge Rehabilitation Center).   

 

Lastly, on Thursday several seniors enjoyed a trip to Gaffney for lunch and shopping. 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/tax
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/seniorcenter
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/seniorcenter
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Social Services 

The Director and staff attended several regular meetings over the past two weeks, including NC FAST 

conference calls and the Statewide DSS Director's conference call.   

 

The Director also attended the Youth Empowerment Board Meeting; the Community Engagement Team, 

the Partnership for Children of the Foothills board meeting, and the Department Head meeting on the 

27th.   

 

The Director and Social Work Program Manager met with the County Manager, Finance Director, and 

Shelly Foreman, Senior Director for Planning and Public Affairs with Smokey Mountain Center, to dis-

cuss local mental health issues.   

 

The Director and several other staff attended the Western Regional Director's Meeting in Asheville on 

Thursday and Friday.    

 

The DSS Board held its monthly meeting on July 20.  County Commission Chair, Bryan King, was sworn 

in as the newest board member.  Steve Wright was elected Chairman, and Julius Owens, Vice Chairman, 

for 2016-17.   

 

In addition to the regular agenda items, the Board reviewed and approved the following: 

 

 2015-16 staff turnover report.  

 approved the annual Energy Programs Out Reach Plan. 

 approved changes in the agency's General Protocol. 

 received an update on the current Medicaid audit. 

 received a legislative update.  

 

Income Maintenance Caseworker, Ashley Porter, represented the agency at Kistler's Chapel United Meth-

odist Church's Health Fair this past weekend.  She provided information about Food and Nutrition Ser-

vices, including healthy recipes for kids, coloring pages, educational games, and community resources for 

healthy foods. 

 

Social Work Program Manager, Amanda McGee, and Income Maintenance Administrator, Kandi Bridges, 

met with the new client executive and several others, including the CEO, Gary Heinz, of Northwoods to 

discuss new product offerings and other issues that could enhance our use of the case management and 

document system.    

 

Welcome new employee:  Beth Sarratt, IM Caseworker 

 

Raffle tickets are available for North Carolina Child Support Council.   Tickets can be purchased from any 

child support worker at the Department of Social Services from now until  August 22, 2016. Tickets are 

$1 each or six tickets for $5.  The Drawing will be on August 26, 2016.  You do not have to be present to 

win prizes. They will be sent via certified mail.  You must be 18 years of age or older to win.  SEE FLY-

ER ON PAGE 14. 
 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/socialservices
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Social Services continued from page 13 
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Soil & Water 

Solid Waste 
 

Customers served 404 

MSW loads shipped to Lenoir 37 

Loads hauled from convenience centers 56 

Recycling loads shipped to Conover 4 

Tire customers 39 

 

The director’s week consisted of holding interviews with Human Resources, meeting on a trash complaint 

from Bill’s Creek, hosting McDowell Solid Waste for a tour of our facilities and continuing to work with 

a vendor on our county ordinances.  

 

The office staff has been busy assisting customers while continuing to work on reports. The transfer sta-

tion staff continues to process all the MSW and recycling tonnages that are coming in. The C&D staff 

have stayed busy continuing to haul dirt while processing 

the tonnages that are coming in. The shop staff’s week con-

sisted of working on a roll off truck, the trash compactor 

and performing normal preventative maintenance. The air-

port crew worked at the airport cutting grass three days this 

week and then returned to the south landfill to continue 

bush hogging and cleaning out around the monitoring wells.  

 

Please continue to recycle!!!!! 

 

 

PHOTOS  (Pages 15-16): The Town of Rutherfordton 

shot a video for recycling at the transfer station. The pic-

tures to the right and on page 16 are from the video.  

The Admin/Education Specialist:  

 Completed District Agenda and Information folders for District Meeting and attended Meeting 

 Worked on information for the Annual Report 

 Worked on Field Day planning and Education Program planning 

 

The Ag. Cost Share Technician:  

 Worked with landowners to develop plans 

 Attended Board meeting 

 Attended meeting with ICC 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/soilandwaterconservation
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/solidwaste
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Solids continued from page 15 
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Tourism Development Authority 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/tourismdevelopmentauthority
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Tourism continued from page 17 
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   Transportation Services 

Emergency Medical Services:   

 

Employees attended In-Service Training this week through a class 

being taught by Medtronic.  It is a Medtronic Capnography Work-

shop, and we were blessed to be able to host them and offer it to 

other local public safety agencies.   

 

Director also attended the annual NC EMS Administrators Confer-

ence in Asheville.  Congratulations to Director Kerry Giles and 

Compliance Officer Jill Jones for completing the “Meet Me At the 

Fountain” 5K race in Forest City this past Saturday (pictured 

right). Both employees medaled in their  age group and was 

Kerry’s first competitive 5k race.   

 

Also a group of 15-20 employees will be participating in the 5k 

Color Run in Asheville this Saturday.  These events support EMS’ 

overall fitness efforts for the year and are a part of many employ-

ees’ personal annual fitness goals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transit Department:  

  

Operations Manager and Office Coordinator conducted interviews with several applicants for vacant part-

time driving positions. A tentative job offer has been given to one applicant and staff will conduct more 

interviews.  

 

Staff and drivers conducted their 3-month safety equipment inspection on all vehicles. This inspection is 

conducted to ensure that all safety items are accounted for and in satisfactory condition that are contained 

in the vehicles. This also includes the opening and closing of all emergency escape hatches and windows to 

ensure that they are operational. Two vans were delivered to the garage to make final preparations for their 

sale. Transit learned that our three (3) replacement vehicles for 2016 should be here by mid to late August. 

The previous two (2) new vans fulfilled our 2015 replacement schedule. 

 

Transit has said good-bye to two long time and devoted part-time drivers as they have elected to enjoy re-

tirement with their families at home. James Suber, pictured right on page 20, and Earl Crowder (Santa 

Clause), pictured left on page 20, have collectively worked for Transit for 24 years. We wish them Happy 

Retirement. 

TYPE 

 
CURRENT WEEK 

Emergency Calls 157 

Non-Emergency Calls 27 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/transit
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Transportation Services continued from page 19 

TYPE CURRENT 

WEEK 

WEEKLY 

AVG 

Total Miles 9,388 9,135 

# of Local Trips 1,104 1,153 

# of Out of County Trips 57 67 

# Unduplicated Passengers 224 211 

Total Revenue $16,365 $17,522 

 

Mail In 

 

102 

 

Mail Out 

 

30 

 

Fax 

 

173 

 

Phone Calls In/Out 

 

78 

 

Veteran Contacts 

 

140 

Veteran Services 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/veteranservices3
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August 12-14 

Lake Lure Olympiad 
Three days of competitive sports races and family fun in Lake Lure and Chimney Rock. Register 

your events before July 27 and snag a free t-shirt. For more information, call The Welcome Center 

at 800-849-5998 or visit our website - www.LakeLureOlympiad.com 

 

August 19-20 

Dirty Dancing Festival 
Lake Lure, NC: A tribute to the classic movie filmed in and around Lake Lure, the 7th annual Dirty 

Dancing Festival features a weekend of live bands, dance performances by the Asheville Ballet, les-

sons and even a "lake lift" competition. Enjoy local food vendors, watermelon carrying games, mer-

chandise and more. Funds are also raised to benefit pancreatic cancer research in honor of the film's 

late star, Patrick Swayze. For more information call The Welcome Center at 800-849-5998 or visit 

www.DirtyDancingFestival.com. 

 

 

August 20 

Hot Nights, Cool Rides Auto Show - 9:30 a.m. - 8:00 pm. 
Admire and compare this incredible collection of more than 400 vehicles lining Main Street in For-

est City. Roam historic downtown while dining on local eats from food vendors, jamming to live 

bands and stargazing classic rides. 

 
  

August 26 

4TH FRIDAYS ON MAIN - 6:00 -  9:00 p.m. 
Street vendors, live music, artists. Fun for the whole family. Downtown Forest City, NC 

 
 

August 23 - September 23 

Celebration of the Arts 
Dale McEntire will judge the show, including paintings, photography, sculpture, pottery, wood, tex-

tiles, glass, metal and jewelry.  

The Visual Arts Center, 160 N. Main Street, Rutherfordton 

Entry fee - Guild members or enrolled art students: $25 Non-members: $35 

Applications are available at The Visual Arts Guild or www.rcvag.com. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001he4oLC5Qq2kflLFKl2NxJiILVNrMGVyRQyYseoDzS8rAyOoQhuieBSMJBGS9n4IYQSykV4dt5cVwnHLGokQigIHDggcG4M8Kof2m2gbJ2ss37tAG03sZhbubDwuTIE8o9bGWjtaFA5Uehb-3Iqpp12gsxG8NvjBThcRslrmfxFh645DLa7uxKg==&c=sAJOKTWndjWXTfeYfIGRO7onZf7AwL4olMBtWGLMU
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001he4oLC5Qq2kflLFKl2NxJiILVNrMGVyRQyYseoDzS8rAyOoQhuieBSMJBGS9n4IY-CLcVUp6dG8a8vpahCJQkrk-WYECSBMtO6EcYIWRfjcQNW0-EdCozCy8EkPszIELLhtGgp8oguGpyVh84u3pecpyreq5bb5cRtJYGbtEKbhXvLtMb9BIjw==&c=sAJOKTWndjWXTfeYfIGRO7onZf7AwL4olMBtWGLMU
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qqJ9hWb7BVRgOXtyxFvyZUT25tV7xmsE86PqMza7QtIefc9rhGvSC8PvDQ2ykr1jiIuURHtOCFCJh8nkrzz9f8EMLvWOv58mj6k2qMJoizSgnDambZcqFzlze3_KcR8xyp_wMAtT1E5CFCt0aT50cqGJsOYo9HZfXdd2K0ImI_c=&c=vBNnJy5Z8SH2EJJUodqKNhTTE369kZfhcAOCdS_FvG1BTzmCIZFwV


22  

 

 

The first Sunday in August is an unofficial holiday, National Sisters Day! 

This year it falls on August 7th and is set aside to celebrate sisters and the 

special bond they share. Take the opportunity to show appreciation for that 

special family relationship. If you have a sister, acknowledge the joy and 

love that she brings to your life and make sure she knows you appreciate 

and cherish her.  

Pictured above: Kim Aldridge (County 

Office) and her golfing partner, best 

friend, partner in crime, and amazing 

sister, Maryrose Turner!  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fs-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com%2F236x%2F93%2F83%2F1a%2F93831a610494d156012512408bc17cc3.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fexplore%2Fsister-quotes%2F&docid=z4QB3kd_BKiMjM&tbnid=epgMRBj1YNUP_M%


23  
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ROC Group Float on Broad River Sections 2 and 3 

 
On July 23rd, we had 18 people join us on our group Broad River 

float on sections 2 and 3 in Rutherford County. This section was 

full of fun rapids and everyone had a great time. Thank you all for 

joining us! 

 

More information about the Broad River can be found  

at  Broad River Group Float Photos. 
 

Thermal Belt Rail Trail 
 

Things are moving forward with Forest City's plans to install an 

additional 5 miles of Rail Trail. The new section will extend 

from Oakland Road to Forrest Hunt Elementary and will give us 

a total of 13 miles of trail. Forest City has applied for a grant to 

help fund this project and we should have more updates coming 

soon. 

   

Rail Trail Map and Information  

Buffalo Creek Park 
 

Heavy rain storms brought down several trees along the trail re-

cently. ROC volunteers have removed these fallen trees and the 

trail is looking great. This biking/hiking trail offers a 3.5-mile 

loop with an optional, mile-long extension at the top. Ken's 

Rock, Bald Mountain Lake, and Lake Lure can be seen from 

various parts of this beautiful trail.  

ROC Races 

 
We had 127 racers participate in the ‘Meet Me at the Fountain’ 

5K on July 30th! 

Upcoming Races: 

 Friday, August 12th: ROC Race Series: Olympiad Dam 

Run 10K in Lake Lure. 

 Sunday, August 14th: ROC Race Series: Olympiad Race to 

the Rock 5K in Chimney Rock. 
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UmvFYwMriYk49o6rcN9xE-aXVFYxbnxXwT4c6rpAQLKYR8emKVCGNYmRVFu3--OA2zx0Za69rYl3oge1O1_i5af8g-XhAFUP1XhxHeFbGF5p5wgUBjX_MNxkrWISwOGyBQEVl-FchfSkAL4t-KPnk2aeMd_H8KSLeN_8G4hkIjP_duxvIFYyXA==&c=bjv3sEfviOStjwYyrAXypVx-xT2XUHjcjMIW6Iq0A
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UmvFYwMriYk49o6rcN9xE-aXVFYxbnxXwT4c6rpAQLKYR8emKVCGNdW9REOhucvWbgSaOrrkhDdJikI73dNAF8ldtXxNaRgERNr1Z9ZWU3THaVugEZWcEG0PYLXYdtsk6Dce_iAcKULyCuRngB57iqpdYvbSu7ZPh3HOf9OTknkXxtsiDrAu-38avQFMmR68HwILo4qO1BQFZSh1xZEQGw==&c=bjv3sEfvi
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ROC Schedule continued from page 24 

 
Monday 8/1:  
 PAC's Kudzu Warriors - Join the PAC "Kudzu Warriors" from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. to help erad-

icate Kudzu at the PAC protected Norman Wilder Forest located off of HWY 176. Call PAC 
at (828) 859-5060 or email landprotection@pacolet.org if you are interested or would 
like more information. 

Tuesday 8/2:  
 Crafts Gone Batty -11 a.m. at South Mountains State Park. Learn some bat facts and enjoy 

making crafts. 
Wednesday 8/3:  
 Family Animal Encounters - 2 p.m. each day this month at Chimney Rock State Park, in-

cluded park admission. Meet some of Grady's woodland friends! 
Thursday 8/4:  
 Crafts Gone Batt - 11 a.m. at South Mountains State Park. Learn some bat facts and enjoy 

making crafts. 
Friday 8/5: 
 Summertime Boat Tour  - 9:45 a.m. at Lake James State Park . Reserve your spot by calling 

the park at (828) 584-7728. 
Saturday 8/6:  
 PAC Program - Dr. Bill Stringer, a retired professor of crop science at Clemson University, 

will present "Native Grasses in the Carolina Foothills" at the Anne Elizabeth Suratt Nature 
Center at Walnut Creek Preserve at 10:30 a.m. 

 Jump, Hop, Leap - 11 a.m. at South Mountains State Park. Learn some facts about frogs and 
see how far you can jump. 

 Bats - 2 p.m. at South Mountains State Park. Come learn some fun facts about bats. 
Sunday 8/7: 
 Animals of the South Mountains - 2 p.m. at South Mountains State Park . Learn what ani-

mals call the park home. 
 

Email us at trails@rutherfordoutdoor.org or call (828) 625-9983 ext. 505 if you would like to 
sign up for any of the ROC workdays, clean-ups, or group hikes/river floats. 

http://www.rutherfordcountync.gov/default.aspx
mailto:landprotection@pacolet.org
mailto:trails@rutherfordoutdoor.org

