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The Weekly Report showcases the activities and  accomplishments of the many Departments within 

Rutherford County Government. Click on the directory lists, headings and text in blue to be linked 

to more information. 

Department Directory 

Agriculture/Cooperative Extension 

Airport 

Board of Elections 

Building Inspections 

County Manager 

County Commissioners 

Economic Development 

Emergency Medical Services 

Fire Marshal 

Finance 

Human Resources 

Information Technology 

Library 

Public Works and Planning 

Register of Deeds 

Revenue 

Senior Center 

Social Services 

Soil and Water 

Solid Waste 

Transit 

Tourism Development Authority 

Veteran Services 

 

 

                               Weekly Report 

   Highlight of Departmental Activities  

December 21,  2015 

Agriculture/Cooperative Ext. 

County Extension Director - Jeff Bradley 

 Coordinated the shipment of two tractor trailer loads of value-added cat-

tle sold through the Mountain Cattle Alliance, valued at nearly 

$225,000. 

 Continued the Farm/City Program in Elementary schools teaching 4th 

graders about the importance of Agriculture to our everyday lives. Also 

awarded the school winners of the Farm/City poster contest (pictured 

below).  
 Continued to assist clients with technical advice through office visits, 

phone calls, emails, and farm visits. 

 

Family and Consumer Sciences - Tracy Davis 

 Participated in local foods webinar. 

 Attended professional development workshop. 

 Attended monthly meeting of Extension & Community Association. 

 Prepared for January 2016 programs  

 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/cooperativeextension
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/airport
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/boardofelections
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/buildinginspections
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/manager
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/Departments/governingbody
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/economicdevelopmentcommission
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/emergencyservices
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/finance
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/humanresources
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/informationtechnology
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/library
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/maintenance
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/registerofdeeds
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/tax
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/seniorcenter
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/socialservices
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/socialservices
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/soilandwaterconservation
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/socialservices
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/soilandwaterconservation
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/solidwaste
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/transit
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/tourismdevelopmentauthority
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/veteranservices3
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/cooperativeextension
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Ag/Coop Ext continued from page 1 

Farmer’s Market - Brenda Watson 

 

 9:30 a.m. to Noon on Saturday, December 19th, Santa will be at the Market to greet youngsters and go 

over their Christmas wish list.  There will be a "make and take" Christmas ornament workshop as well.  

 

 1:00 p.m. - The Farmers Market will be hosting an informative seminar on composting with guest speak-

ers, the Hollenbecks, as well as members of our Market.  They will have with them a very unique style 

composter that will fit in any size garden - from patio gardens to raised-bed gardens.  The composter will 

be available for purchase. What a wonderful Christmas gift for the gardener on your Christmas list! 

 

The Rutherford County Winter Market is located at 108 W Main Street (former Ol' Blues/Lanes Hog Heaven) 

building in downtown Forest City. Weekend hours are Friday evening from 5-9 p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m. 

to 9 p.m.!  Lots of great holiday treats and one-of-kind Christmas gifts all handmade by our local Farmers 

Market vendors. 

 

If you have any questions, contact Brenda Watson, RC Farmers Market Manager, 828.287.6080. 

 

Pictured below are photos of County Extension Director, Jeff Bradley’s Mountain Cattle Alliance pro-

gram.  
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Board of Elections 

 

County Manager and Commissioners 

The Commissioners’ and County Manager’s busy week began attending numerous meetings, luncheons, and 

various other events, including meetings with Planning and Projects, Airport Authority, and Information Tech-

nology, Fire Marshal, EDC and Transit Departments.   

 

The manager was involved in the Rutherford County Tenure Awards recep-

tion on Tuesday. He, along with the commissioners, congratulated many of 

the county employees for a job well done (pictured right). More pictures 

posted on pages 10-11. 
 

The Airport Authority met on Tuesday evening. Wednesday was filled with 

meetings consisting of discussions with the Health Department director, 

Chamber of Commerce director, and the weekly meeting with the County at-

torney. The Manager enjoyed a tour of 

the renovated Shiloh facility hosted by 

the Agriculture/Coop Extension director, 

Jeff Bradley. The retirement event, in 

honor of Marie Champion, Veterans Ser-

vices director, was held on December 

17th at the County Office Auditorium.  

 

Last week, Commissioner Bryan King enjoyed a visit with Senator Tim 

Scott and Congressman Patrick McHenry (pictured left).  

 

 The week progressed with additional duties, consisting of many calls, in-

teroffice meetings, conference calls, public relations, advising, preparation 

for various responsibilities and meetings with Department Heads. 

 

 

 

 

Staff has been working with candidates and treasurers on campaign finance requirements.  Filing has been 

slow but will continue until next Monday, December 21st at Noon.  Candidates that have filed to date can be 

seen on our website at: http://rutherfordcountync.gov/Departments/boardofelections/candidates  

The   

 

 

 

The holidays are such a special time for 

family and friends to gather and celebrate 

the gift of everlasting love.  We wish you a 

very Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year!  

From the County Manager,  

Commissioners, and staff:  

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/boardofelections
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/manager
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/Departments/governingbody
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/Departments/boardofelections/candidates
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Economic Development 

Human Resources 

Fire Marshal/Emergency Management 

Fire Marshal and staff: 

 

 completed annual Local Emergency Planning Committee documentation for funding.   

 participated in NC Emergency Management program committee meeting.   

 met with Isothermal Community College officials in regard to planning a table top exercise.   

 met with County Attorney regarding training facility and other related issues.   

 began work on Assistance to Firefighters grant application. 
 

This week, the Economic Development Department toured a vacant manufacturing building, responded to 

two industrial inquiries, and conducted two industrial site visits. Staff continues to follow up with multiple 

industrial recruitment and expansion prospects, working with the Department of Commerce and existing in-

dustry representatives regarding various grant reports and requests, and updating content on AccessNC and 

our EDC website. This week’s agenda also included attending the monthly EDC Board Meeting as well as 

numerous meetings with county departments and industry allies. 

 

The HR Director held meetings to discuss personnel issues, exit interviews, and retirements. The HR Director 

attended a webinar hosted by NCACC, attended a staff meeting at the Sheriff’s Department, and attended the 

retirement reception for Marie Champion.   

 

HR staff hosted the annual 

Tenure Award reception on 

Tuesday.  Congratulations to 

everyone for a job well done 

(pictured right)! 

 

HR staff continues working 

on the updates to the new per-

sonnel policy.  

 

Current vacancies are:  Eco-

nomic Development Director, 

and Solid Waste Mechanic. 

Applicants can apply at 

www.rutherfordcountync.gov. 

 

 

“From our hearts to yours, Brooke and I wish you all a very Merry Christmas.  We hope you have a time of 

enjoyment with your family and reflect on all that brings you peace and happiness.” Debra Conner 
   

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/manager
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/humanresources
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/Departments/emergencyservices/marshal
http://www.rutherfordcountync.gov
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Public Works and Planning 

Revenue Department 

Wishing everyone a joyful Christmas this week! The Director and Project Manager were involved in multiple 

meetings including a project’s update report, updates on Greyrock, Queens Gap, Solar development, Commu-

nity Projects Grants and communication tower/antennae research, in addition to preparation for the regular 

planning board meeting. The Garage completed multiple preventative maintenance service calls and repairs to 

the County’s motor vehicle fleet.  Maintenance has had a productive week in conducting repairs and preventa-

tive maintenance to the County’s facilities.  Merry Christmas! 

 

 The GIS Department has been working on the final stages of the new GIS web site which should be 

rolled out January 2016. 

 The Appraisal Department is working on value notices which were sent out last week. They did a good 

job with around 1,200 notices mailed out with approximately 12 having appealed. If anyone has ques-

tions about appeals on real property, please contact the office in January 2016. 

 Collections Department has been busy with end of the year coming up. Don’t forget that the 2015 taxes 

need to be paid before January 5, 2016 as they become delinquent and 2% interest will be added to the 

total.  

 Our Revenue Director has updated our web page with new information. If you need information after 

office hours, check out the county web page under Revenue. You’ll find forms and other information at 

your finger tips. 

 Congratulations to Richard, Lois, Philip, Jerry and Wanda from the Revenue Department with a com-

bined total of 60 years of  service to the county. Way to go and keep up the good work! 

 From everyone in the Revenue Department, we would like to wish you a very Merry Christmas. 

Don’t forget our office will be closed December 23, 24 and 25.  

Customer Service  

Phone Calls  422 

Info/Data Requests 307 

County Growth Indicators  

Building Permits Reviewed 20 

Deeds Recorded  30 

Collections Progress  

Deeds Certified/Prior Year Taxes 26 

Total Taxes Collected $1,445,454.15 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/planning
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/tax
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Senior Center 

The Senior Center hosted the monthly blood pressure clinic on Monday.   Representatives from Carolina 

Home Care conducted the Senior Center’s monthly blood pressure checks.  Forty-two clients took advantage 

of this service.   

On Tuesday, several seniors went on a trip 

to Hickory Mall to enjoy some Christmas 

shopping.   

 

The Senior Center also hosted our Christ-

mas party with our Spindale Elementary Pen 

Pals on Wednesday.  The Pen Pals came to 

the Center and had refreshments and craft 

time with the seniors.  The seniors were able 

to meet their Pen Pal face-to-face (pictured 

left and below).   
 

We were entertained by Chase Middle 

School Chorus with a special Christmas per-

formance on Thursday morning, and the 

Center held our annual Christmas recep-

tion on Thursday afternoon (pictured 

on page 7).  

 

Lastly, on Friday the Senior Shiners vis-

ited Oak Grove Health Care Center to 

spread some Christmas cheer to the resi-

dents. 

 

Upcoming: 

Zumba at 6:00 p.m. on December 21 & 

28 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/seniorcenter
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/seniorcenter
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Senior Center continued from page 6 

Senior 

Center 

Christmas 

Reception 
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Sheriff’s Department 

Sheriff's October 2015 Report 

Calls for Service 4,054 

Warrants Served/Total Arrest 163/147 

Domestic Calls 187 

Involuntary Commitments/Hours 30/30.15 Man Hrs. 

Civil Papers Served 313 

Ex parte Served 30 

Evictions 10 

Animals Pickup/Surrender 122 

Animals Returned to Owners or Rescued 131 

Animal Control Calls for Service 193 

New Cases Assigned to Detectives/Road Patrol 199/19 

Pill Drop Collections 6,628 Doses Units/16.0 ml Liquids 

Average Daily Inmate Confinement 176 

Gun Purchase Permits Issued 173 

Carry Concealed Permits Issued 119 

Project Lifesaver Clients/Contact Hours 4/5.0  Man Hrs. 

Registered Sex Offenders/Contact Hours 183/28.0 Man Hrs.  

Litter Control Calls/Cases Assigned/Closed 3/10/12 

Promotions  

Effective 11-23-2015 

F/Sgt. Lydia Waddell Lt. Detention 

Sgt. Justin Splawn F/Sgt. Detention 

Effective  12-17-2015 

 Cpl. Andy Millard, SRO, ICC Detective 

New Full-Time 

Effective 11-09-2015 

Carrie McBrayer, P-T, 911 911/Telecommunicator 

Effective 11-23-2015 

Steven James Deputy/Road Patrol 

Other Changes 

Effective 11-22-2015 

Lt. Mike Callahan, Detention Part-time/Detention 

Detention Officer Shaunda Hill, F-T  Part-time/Detention 

Effective 11-23-2015 

Detective Shane Ruppe Investigator Forensics 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/sheriffsoffice


9  

 

Soil & Water 

Solid Waste 
 

Customers served 353 

Loads hauled from convenience centers 54 

Loads shipped to Lenoir 36 

Recycling loads shipped to Conover 3 

Tire customers 20 

Community service workers 6 

Community service reports 1 

 

The director has had a busy week  that has included internal staff meetings, closing out of grants and attending 

the tenure award ceremony. Also, the director met with Steve Garrison to discuss our oil recycling. The office 

staff has been busy helping customers while completing payroll. The transfer station staff has been busy proc-

essing all the MSW and recycling tonnages that are coming in. We continue to wrap electronics for the next 

shipment. The C&D staff continues to handle all the tonnages  coming in while expanding the animal disposal 

site. The shop staff has been fixing equipment this week and performing preventative maintenance. They have 

replaced the clutch in the yard dog while changing out batteries in equipment and a radiator leak in the excava-

tor.  Work continues to be performed at the airport as needed while that crew is bush hogging the central land-

fill.  Also, the airport crew painted the wall around the fuel tanks. We should receive our new skid steer loader 

this Friday or Monday. We want to congratulate Brandon Campbell as he will now serve as lead mechanic. 

 

Please remember to recycle during the holidays.  The Solid Waste staff hopes that everyone will have a safe 

and happy holiday season. 

 

The Admin/Education Specialist: 

 worked on District Poster and Computer Generated Power Point Contest.     

 worked with Jeff Bradley with Cooperative Extension for the 4th grade Farm City Assemblies to present a 

lesson on the Importance of Agriculture in our Everyday Life and to present award checks and Certificates 

to school poster winners.   
  
The Ag. Cost Share Technician: 

 spent the week working on EAPs. 

 training with NRCS in Waynesville. 

 assisted NRCS with EQIP program.  
 

Social Services 

 

 

Best wishes to the lovely couple, Thomas and Ann Gerth (DSS).  As you both set out 

to start a new life of togetherness, here’s to wishing that you keep falling in love with 

each other time and time again in the future.  

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/soilandwaterconservation
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/solidwaste
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/socialservices
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   Transportation Services 

TYPE 

 
CURRENT WEEK WEEKLY 

AVG 

Emergency Calls 146 168 

Convalescent Calls 37 59 

TYPE CURRENT WEEK WEEKLY 

AVG 

Total Miles 9,664 9,566 

# of Local Trips 1,108 881 

# of Out of County Trips 93 66 

# Unduplicated Passengers 242 238 

Total Revenue $17,484 $14,549 

Emergency Medical Services:   

Staff is continuing to collect toys at Wall Mart on weekends, with this weekend completing our Stuff the Am-

bulance Toy Drive for DSS. The Director completed a grant request to Walmart for an additional $500 to be 

used for the Stuff the Ambulance Toy Drive.  As a 

note, we are still accepting cash donations which 

will be used to purchase gift cards for older chil-

dren.  Any employee wishing to make a donation 

can do so through the Finance Office.  EMS man-

agement staff members completed interviews on 

Tuesday of this week for potential full-time and 

part-time employees.  Administration is working 

toward getting a new vehicle ready to be placed on 

road. This will be the Community Paramedic vehicle received  from the RHI Legacy Foundation Grant . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transit Department:   

Transit has had a busy week with passengers needing to get to appointments before Christmas. The feedback 

that we have received concerning the County Commissioners approving Transit to operate the  Public Bus De-

viated Fixed Route service on a six-month FARE FREE pilot program has been extremely positive and well 

received by the citizens of Rutherford County. This service will begin on January 4, 2016 and continue until 

June 30, 2016. Consideration will be given at that time whether to continue the service FARE FREE. Many 

thanks to all the County Departments and staff that are assisting Transit with providing required documents for 

our upcoming Compliance Audit. 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/transit
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Mail In 25 

Mail Out 26 

Fax 105 

Phone Calls In/Out 60 

Veteran Contacts 210 

Veterans Services 

A Veteran’s Christmas Poem  
(Author unknown, submitted by Veteran’s Director, Marie Champion.) 

 

The embers glowed softly, and in their dim light, 

I gazed round the room and I cherished the sight. 

My wife was asleep, her head on my chest, 

My daughter beside me, angelic in rest. 

Outside the snow fell, a blanket of white, 

Transforming the yard to a winter delight. 

 

The sparkling lights in the tree I believe, 

Completed the magic that was Christmas Eve. 

My eyelids were heavy, my breathing was deep, 

Secure and surrounded by love I would sleep. 

In perfect contentment, or so it would seem, 

So I slumbered, perhaps I started to dream. 

 

The sound wasn't loud, and it wasn't too near, 

But I opened my eyes when it tickled my ear. 

Perhaps just a cough, I didn't quite know, 

Then the sure sound of footsteps outside in the snow. 

My soul gave a tremble, I struggled to hear, 

And I crept to the door just to see who was near. 

 

Standing out in the cold and the dark of the night, 

A lone figure stood, his face weary and tight. 

A soldier, I puzzled, some twenty years old, 

Perhaps a Marine, huddled here in the cold. 

Alone in the dark, he looked up and smiled, 

Standing watch over me, and my wife and my child. 

 

"What are you doing?" I asked without fear, 

"Come in this moment, it's freezing out here! 

Put down your pack, brush the snow from your sleeve, 

You should be at home on a cold Christmas Eve!" 

For barely a moment I saw his eyes shift,  

Away from the cold and the snow blown in drifts. 

 

 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/veteranservices3
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To the window that danced with a warm fire's light 

Then he sighed and he said "It’s really all right, 

I'm out here by choice. I'm here every night. 

It's my duty to stand at the front of the line, 

That separates you from the darkest of times. 

 

No one had to ask or beg or implore me, 

I'm proud to stand here like my fathers before me. 

My Gramps died at 'Pearl’ on a day in December," 

Then he sighed, "That's a Christmas Gram always remembers. 

My dad stood his watch in the jungles of 'Nam, 

And now it is my turn and so, here I am. 

 

I've not seen my own son in more than a while, 

But my wife sends me pictures. He's sure got her smile.” 

Then he bent and he carefully pulled from his bag, 

The red, white, and blue ... an American flag. 

“I can live through the cold and the being alone, 

Away from my family, my house and my home. 

 

 

 

I can stand at my post through the rain and the sleet, 

I can sleep in a foxhole with little to eat. 

I can carry the weight of killing another, 

Or lay down my life with my sister and brother. 

Who stand at the front against any and all  

To ensure for all time that this flag will not fall." 

 

So go back inside," he said, "Harbor no fright, 

Your family is waiting and I'll be all right." 

"But isn't there something I can do, at the least, 

Give you money," I asked, "or prepare you a feast? 

It seems all too little for all that you've done, 

For being away from your wife and your son." 

 

Then his eye welled a tear that held no regret, 

"Just tell us you love us, and never forget. 

To fight for our rights back at home while we're gone, 

To stand your own watch, no matter how long. 

For when we come home, either standing or dead, 

To know you remember we fought and we bled. 

Is payment enough, and with that we will trust, 

That we mattered to you as you mattered to us." 

Veterans Services continued from page 11 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://happydayquotez.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Merry-Christmas-Quotes-For-Soldiers2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://happydayquotez.com/merry-christmas-quotes-for-soldiers/&h=499&w=720&tbnid=nmMcpi9u5R9JtM:&docid=H2U8_0uojo
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2015 Rutherford County Tenure Awards Reception 
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2015 Rutherford County Tenure Awards Reception continued 
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County Commissioners County Office  

Bryan A. King, Chairman                Alan Toney, Vice Chairman Hazel Haynes, Clerk to Board 

Michael Benfield, Eddie Holland, Greg Lovelace Richard Williams, County Attorney 

Follow us online! 
www.rutherfordcountync.gov 

County Manager 

Steve Garrison 

http://www.rutherfordcountync.gov/default.aspx

