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The Weekly Report showcases the activities and  accomplishments of the many Departments within 
Rutherford County Government. Click on the directory lists, headings and text in blue to be linked 
to more information. 

Department Directory 

Agriculture/Cooperative Extension 

Airport 

Board of Elections 

Building Inspections 

County Manager 

County Commissioners 

Economic Development 

Emergency Medical Services 

Fire Marshal 

Finance 

Human Resources 

Information Technology 

Library 

Public Works and Planning 

Register of Deeds 

Revenue 

Senior Center 

Social Services 

Soil and Water 

Solid Waste 

Transit 

Tourism Development Authority 

Veteran Services 

 

 

            Weekly Report 

Highlight of Departmental Activities  

May 30, 2016 

 

Memorial Day was or iginally called 

Decoration Day and was initiated to 

honor the soldiers for the Union and 

Confederate armies who died during the 
American Civil War. In 1971, Memori-

al Day became a federal holiday, and 

was given the floating date of the last 

Monday in May. 

 

Some of the most common Memorial 

Day traditions that are practiced in the 

United States today include: 

 Every Memorial Day, the U.S. flag is quickly raised to the tops of flagpoles, slowly 

lowered to half-mast, and then raised again to full height at noon. The time at half-

mast is meant to honor the million-plus fallen U.S. soldiers who have died for their 

country over the years. Re-raising the flag is meant to symbolize the resolve of the 

living to carry on the fight for freedom so that the nation’s heroes will not have died 

in vain. 

 It is very common to visit cemeteries, particularly military cemeteries, at this time of 

year to decorate the graves. Small American flags, flowers, and wreathes are com-
monly placed by the tombstones. 

 On the U.S. Capitol Building’s West Lawn, a Memorial Day concert is held annual-
ly.  

 There are literally thousands of Memorial Day parades all across the country in cit-

ies small and large.  

 Many will wear or display red poppies on this day as a symbol of fallen soldiers. 

This tradition grew out of the famous poem by Canadian John McCrae known as In 

Flanders Fields, which he was inspired to write upon seeing red poppies growing 

over the graves of World War I soldiers. You may well hear this poem’s opening 

lines quoted on Memorial Day: 

 

“In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row.” 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/cooperativeextension
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/airport
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/boardofelections
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/buildinginspections
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/manager
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/Departments/governingbody
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/economicdevelopmentcommission
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/emergencyservices
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/finance
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/humanresources
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/informationtechnology
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/library
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/maintenance
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/registerofdeeds
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/tax
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/seniorcenter
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/socialservices
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/socialservices
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/soilandwaterconservation
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/socialservices
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/soilandwaterconservation
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/solidwaste
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/transit
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/tourismdevelopmentauthority
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/veteranservices3
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Building Inspections 

Airport 

 

Agriculture/Cooperative Extension 

Board of Elections 

The Airport sold 532.0 gallons of Jet A to 3 aircraft and 387.4 gallons of 100LL to 8 aircraft last week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO: 

A Pilatus PC-7 trainer on the ramp at Rutherford 

County. 

This week the Director continued working on a panel with the State Board to document the business rules 

for the new software system. A Board meeting was held on Tuesday to approve absentee applications.  One-

Stop early voting will be held started on Thursday at our office only and the dates and hours can be found 

here:  http://rutherfordcountync.gov/_fileUploads/files/one-stop%20hours_Congressional_2016(3).pdf  

Reported by Jeff Bradley, Tracy Davis, and Cynthia Robbins 

 

 Orientation for summer intern. 

 Assisted 4-H'er in developing foods presentation. 

 Taught Take Control nutrition class. 

 Attended training for summer nutrition program. 

 Taught food preservation workshop. 

 Assisted 4-H'er with developing a presentation. 

 Taped monthly radio program. 

 Submitted monthly news column to Daily Courier. 

 Attended Extension Master Food Volunteer agents' training. 

Over the past week, Building Inspections has issued 44 permits with 1 new house start and has con-
ducted 171 inspections with 5 of those resulting in Certificates of Occupancy.  We are continuing to 
work with the Town of Rutherfordton on getting all the nursing home routine fire inspections com-
pleted. 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/buildinginspections
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/airport
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/cooperativeextension
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/cooperativeextension
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/boardofelections
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/_fileUploads/files/one-stop%20hours_Congressional_2016(3).pdf
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Economic Development 

County Manager and Commissioners 

Fire Marshal/Emergency Management 

Finance Department 

This week, the Economic Development Department responded to an industrial RFI. Staff continues to be 

busy following up with multiple industrial recruitment and expansion prospects, and communicating 

with the Department of Commerce regarding various grant reports and requests. This week’s agenda also 

included attending numerous meetings and conference calls with county departments and industry allies. 

SEE PRESS RELEASE on page 4 on Site Readiness Program.  

The Finance Office processed accounts payable. Director Paula Roach attended 

several interdepartmental  meetings.  Finance staff attended State Retirement 

meeting in Lake Lure (pictured left).  

The following are several events and activities in which the County Manager, Commissioners and staff were 

involved over the last few days: 

  

 Meetings with several County departments, including Planning and Projects, Economic Development, 

Building Inspections, and Finance. 

 Relay for Life  

 EMS Appreciation Breakfast 

 County Attorney meeting regarding various projects 

 Broad River Board meeting 

 Mayors/Managers Meeting held in Lake Lure this quarter 

 Smoky County Commissioner Advisory Board meeting 

 NCACC Peer Review Task meeting 

 Firemen’s Training Center meeting 

 IPDC Economic Development discussion 

 Webinar - NCACC Manager's Weekly Legislative Update 

 Lake Lure Arts & Crafts Festival 

 

The week continued with additional duties, consisting of numerous calls, interoffice meetings, conference 

calls, public relations, advising, preparation for various responsibilities and meeting with citizens.  

Fire Marshal and staff: 

 conducted one origin and cause fire investigation and followed up on open cases.   

 participated in disaster preparedness regional meeting held in Caldwell County.   

 attended worker’s compensation training class.   

 met with ICC representatives, architect and other County officials regarding plans for the emergency 

services training center.   

 attended other meetings and training. 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/manager
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/manager
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/Departments/governingbody
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/Departments/emergencyservices/marshal
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/tax
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Duke Energy selects Rutherford Coun-

ty location for Site Readiness Program 

RALEIGH, NC – Duke Energy has selected eight North Carolina properties for participation in 

this year’s Site Readiness Program to prepare them for business and industrial development. 

 

Duke Energy’s award-winning endeavor identifies high-quality industrial sites in its service are-

as then collaborates with county leaders and local economic development professionals to devel-

op a strategy for providing water, sewer, natural gas and electricity to the parcels.  

 

Among the eight properties selected to participate in Duke Energy’s Site Readiness Program is 

the Wade Matheny Farm site in Rutherford County. This 153-acre site located next to Forest 

City is adjacent to the US 74 Bypass with excellent access to both I-85 and I-26. The site also 

offers the potential for rail service. 

 

Rutherford County Economic Development appreciates the opportunity to partner with Duke En-

ergy for this economic development initiative. 

 

Click here to view Duke Energy's Press Release in its entirety  

 

“Rutherford County has benefited in the past from Duke's building readiness and site readiness 

programs. We look forward to continuing our partnership with Duke to examine and promote 

our properties,” said Tom Johnson, interim executive director, Rutherford County Economic De-

velopment. “Duke’s engagement in the rural parts of North Carolina is unique and very much 

appreciated and more specifically this program directly led to the location of a $500,000,000 

project a few years ago."  

 

Economic Development continued from page 3 

http://news.duke-energy.com/releases/releases-20160525-3853574
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Rutherford-Polk-McDowell Health Department 

The Rutherford-Polk-McDowell Health District is encouraging ALL women to have regular screenings for 

breast and cervical cancers. As we know, early detection is your best protection!! (*Please see flyer below 

that provides more information.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  
 

http://www.rpmhd.org/
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Rutherford-Polk-McDowell Health Department continued from page 5 

The Rutherford-Polk-McDowell Health District participated in Red Nose Day, which took place on Thurs-

day, May 26, 2016. Red Nose Day is a national event with the purpose of using fun to raise money for 

poverty-stricken children. In honor of the 

event, employees of the Health District  

came together and donated to an organi-

zation in our community that helps those 

in need.  We collected non-perishable 

frozen food items during the month of 

May and these will be given to Sisters in 

Christ Restoration and Recovery Ministry 

in Spindale. Employees were asked to wear Red in honor of such a 

special day. (Flyer below is what we used to advertise.) 
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Human Resources 

The HR Director held meetings to discuss personnel issues, exit interviews, and retirements.   

 

Welcome aboard new hires Michelle Wood 

(DSS), Kayley Hargett (TDA), Kim Austin 

(EMS), and Samantha Velez (DSS).  

 

Also welcome Alan Toney, Jr., as he completes a 

summer internship with the County Administra-

tion staff (pictured right).    

 

Employees who have left the service of Ruther-

ford County are Kim Logan (Revenue), Melanie 

Hunt (DSS), Patsy Brown (DSS), Dorothy Med-

ford (DSS), Donald Gowan (Solid Waste), and 

Debra Blanton (Maintenance).    

 

The Director attended several meetings with em-

ployees and department heads this week, attend-

ed a NC Retirement Systems meeting at Lake 

Lure (photos below), and attended a DOL webi-

nar regarding the new FLSA rules.   

 

The HR Specialist met with representatives from EBA, attended the NC Retirement Systems meeting in 

Lake Lure and attended the DOL webinar.   

 

Employment opportunities are Solid Waste Truck Driver.  Apply at www.rutherfordcountync.gov.   

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/humanresources
http://www.rutherfordcountync.gov
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Information Technology 
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Library 

Director April Young continues to work with all her staff regarding ongoing projects, programs, 

grants, and ideas for the Library. April ordered patron requests for books for all three libraries this week 

and helped sort the Summer Reading Program flyers that are being sent to local schools to advertise the 

program. 

 

Circulation Manager Stephanie Long processed and cataloged 25 books on CD to send to the Haynes 

Branch for their new audiobook collection. 

 

Marketing and Programming Coordinator, Maria Davis  had another successful Adult Coloring Ses-

sion on Wednesday at Rutherford County Library. Everyone seems to love sitting down and relaxing while 

coloring.  Maria continues to work on the very first Adult Summer Reading Program at Rutherford County 

Library. We will have a BINGO-type Challenge Card to that might help pull our patrons out of their 

“reading comfort zone.” April continues to research ideas and help Maria to pull this together. Drawings 

will be held for some great prizes donated by local businesses. (If you would like to donate a prize for the 

Adult Summer Reading Program to highlight your business, please contact Maria at 287-6118.) 

 

An adult college financial aid, college selections, and career tool workshop is in the works. Skip Watson 

from College Foundation, Inc. will be coming from Raleigh to work with adults who are interested in be-

ginning or finishing their college career. The proposed date is June 28, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. Please mark your 

calendars now to save the date. More information will be coming soon. 

 

Nicole Morse is working hard to bring the Summer Reading Program together for this year. She has 

her performers/entertainers lined up and we can’t wait to be amazed by them. Registration will take place 

June 14 – June 28, 2016. Stayed tuned for more Summer Reading information! Nicole will be getting flyers 

out to each elementary school in the county to announce Summer Reading this week. Flyer on page 11.  

 

This week is the last week of Preschool Story Time. The children have had a BLAST at Haynes, Moun-

tains, and County Libraries with Miss Nicole! 

 

Kenneth Odom – Allstate Insurance has provided Rutherford County Library with a grant to resupply the 

DBU Makerspace in order to keep all projects free to the public. We plan to replenish the filament for the 

3D printer that stays busy most days, yard for the looms, art supplies, etc. We thank Allstate for their sup-

port! 

 

The State Library of North Carolina has awarded Rutherford County Library a grant to purchase 20 Launch 

Pads from Play Away. These Launch Pads will be available at all 3 libraries for checkout later this summer. 

The Launch Pads are mainly for children and will be loaded with educational games, but a few of the 

Launch Pads may be adult oriented.  

These products are supported by grant funds from the Institute of Museum and Library Services under the 

provisions of the federal Library Services and Technology Act as administered by the State Library of 

North Carolina, a division of the Department of natural and Cultural Resources. 

 

Joy Sharp has processed lots of new books and Angie Turner is working on an online class sponsored 

by the State Library. They are continuing to accept book donations for the upcoming Friends Big Book 

Sale and Cake Auction to be held June 2nd, 3rd, 4th from 10-5. Cake Auction on Saturday June 4th. Flyer on 

page 10.  

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/library


10  

 

Library continued from page 9 

Flyer submitted by Maria Davis, Rutherford County Library 
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Library continued from pages 9-10 
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Library continued from pages 9-11  

Did you know that you can receive FREE music lessons through Rutherford County Library? That's 

right...FREE!! Visit our website (www.rutherfordcountylibrary.org), scroll down, and click on the 

"ArtistWorks for Libraries" link.  You will need your library card number to set up your account as well as an 

email address. Once you have set up your account, click on the instrument you would like to learn to watch 

lessons from Grammy and award-winning artists. The lessons go from beginners to intermediates. There is 

NO COST for this service!! Where else can you get FREE music lessons from nationally recognized artists? 

Call Maria Davis at 828-287-6115 if you have questions about the FREE ArtistWorks program. 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rutherfordcountylibrary.org%2F&h=YAQGWNvuSAQFsJUMLVc1P5KpuQQXNFyVLIcFtF_D96x1yHg&enc=AZPVHcfHNXJaVlbKx0HJjB7fNEP7CPKHWbfWdbJ1pXPMMy1EEb7w-TA51pYpkdJr91KLjgNcJ2m5XsFT_eRfHA9SHhFx2wMuxlQbnzx2OpwYbShG4vEp3ku1RwydOT8
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Public Works and Planning 

Revenue Department 

Senior Center 

Customer Service Totals 

Phone Calls 516 

Info/Data Requests 6 

Website Hits 685 

County Growth Indicators  

Building Permits Reviewed 15 

Deeds Recorded 25 

Collections Progress  

Deeds Certified/Prior Year Taxes 27 

Total Taxes Collected $184,461.47 

Collected Prepayments $39,415.70 

The Revenue Department is working on pre-billing processes that must be completed before bills can be gen-

erated. The Board of E & R met on Thursday for a final session for 2016. We encouraged you to use the new 

GIS website. It is great having more information at our fingertips. If anyone needs help or has a problem 

with the website, contact Katie Doherty at 287-1226. 

The Senior Center is celebrating “Older American’s Month” the entire month of May.   This year’s theme, 

“Blaze a Trail”, emphasizes the ways older adults are reinventing themselves through new work and new pas-

sions, engaging their communities, and blazing a trail of positive impact on the lives of people of all ag-

es.  The May calendar is packed with special programs, speakers, and fun activities to celebrate Older Ameri-

cans Month.  

  

Jane Armstrong, former owner of De-Clutter for Real Life, discussed “How to Start the De-cluttering Pro-

cess” on Tuesday morning.  The Center provided a trip to Hamrick’s for shopping and then ice cream on 

Tuesday afternoon.  The seniors visited their pen pals at Spindale Elementary on Wednesday to say their final 

good-bye before this school year is finished.  On Thursday, Nancy Milleman, master gardener, presented in-

formation about daylilies.     

 

Upcoming: 

Zumba at 6:00 p.m. June 6, 20, 27 

We consistently keep up high tempo operations despite the changing seasons and demands on all facets of 

our department: Garage, Maintenance, Grounds keeping, Planning and Project management. All of our guys 

work very hard and are dedicated to getting the job done and keeping all of the County’s vehicles, facilities, 

parks and projects in good condition. Thanks to all the maintenance and garage staff for their hard work!   

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/planning
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/tax
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/seniorcenter
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/seniorcenter
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Sheriff’s Department 

  

Below is a letter to the Daily Courier editor that I wanted to share with you this week. Police officers can 

always benefit from some encouragement from members of the community. They spend each day doing a 

great job guarding our lives and property, often at risk to themselves. Take time to let them know how 

much you appreciate their efforts by speaking an uplifting word of appreciation, or write a letter of com-

mendation and appreciation and send  to the chief of police. Their service goes above and beyond the call 

of duty.  
Kim Aldridge 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/sheriffsoffice
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Social Services 

On Saturday, May 21, the "Fostering Together Event" was held at Second Baptist Church in Rutherfordton 

(pictured below).  This event was organized by several foster families who share a passionate desire to 

raise awareness about the need for more foster families in our county and for the need to support foster par-

ents.  About 300 people were in attendance, in ad-

dition to many service providers and ven-

dors.  Several DSS staff members were involved in 

the planning of the event and were part of the pro-

gram on Saturday.  The central message at the 

event was, "We are not all called to foster, but we 

are all called to do something".  Foster parents need 

support, which can be in the form of emotional 

support, tutoring, respite care, help with expenses 

for spe-

cial 

events 

for the 

children in care, and there are many other ways to show sup-

port.  If you know of anyone interested in learning more about 

adoption and foster parenting and how they can help, or would 

like for someone to speak to your church, civic group, etc., 

please contact Angela Black at DSS at 287-6295 or Ange-

la.Black@rutherfordcountync.gov. 

 

Earlier this month, Children's Services staff received the training, 

Connecting with Families:  Family Support in Prac-

tice.  Staff from 

surrounding 

county DSS 

agencies were 

also in attend-

ance at the train-

ing, which was 

held at Ruther-

ford Hospi-

tal.  This is a 

state training 

curriculum that 

was provided by 

trainers, Susan Gasman, Deborah Moore, and Billy Poindex-

ter (pictured above and right).  

 

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day is June 15.  DSS, in conjunction with the Senior Center, will be hosting 

a special event on that day at the Senior Center consisting of guest speakers on important topics for older 

adults, music, and lots of fun and fellowship.  More information will be forthcoming about this event.  The 

DSS Board held its regular monthly meeting on Wednesday of last week, with all Board members pre-

sent.  In addition to their regular agenda items, the Board heard updated information on welfare reform for 

Food and Nutrition Services, and updated legislation regarding Medicaid, as well as, other proposed bills in 

the House and Senate that will affect the provision of services and our workload.  Several of the supervisors 

and managers participated in the Worker's Comp training last week, as well as, attended other regularly 

scheduled meetings and webinars.   

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/socialservices
mailto:Angela.Black@rutherfordcountync.gov
mailto:Angela.Black@rutherfordcountync.gov
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Soil & Water 

Solid Waste 
 

 

Customers served 355 

Loads hauled from convenience centers 61 

Loads shipped to Lenoir  35 

Recycling loads shipped to Conover 2 

Tire customers 26 

 

The director has been busy this week with reports, internal meetings and trying to purchase items for the 

landfill. The office staff are waiting on customers while finishing up some reports that will be due in the near 

future. The transfer station staff are staying active processing all the MSW and recycling tonnages that are 

coming in.  The airport staff continues to mow the grass at the airport when the weather allows. The C&D has 

been extremely busy in the last several weeks with an increased volume coming in from local demolition pro-

jects. The shop employees have completed the track loader under carriage rebuild and has worked  on several 

item at the convenience centers. The staff at the landfill has met With Peter Gaulin several times trying to 

purchase a new scale system. The landfill has several job openings including a truck driver position and con-

venience center supervisor position. Please continue to remember Tony Bumgarner.  

 

Please continue to recycle!!! 

 
 

The Admin/Education Specialist: 

 worked on District and Farmland minutes and meeting notices.   

 worked on end of year reporting and Farmland Ordinance updates.   

 

The Ag. Cost Share Technician: 

 conducted annual spot checks. 

 finalized and submitted end of year reports. 

 worked with NC NRCS leaders for national resource inventory points. 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/soilandwaterconservation
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/solidwaste
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/sweep
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Tourism Development Authority 

TDA By the Numbers: April 

Media Impressions 

7,453,242 people saw our news stories 

(compared to April 2015, where 21,675,658 peo-

ple saw our news stories) 

Social Media Impressions 
57,371 people saw our Facebook posts 

9,600 people saw our Twitter posts 
149 people engaged on Pinterest posts 

108 posts viewed on Instagram  

Visitor Traffic  
5,554 visited the Welcome Center 

4,050 visited RutherfordTourism.com 
1,040 viewed calendar of events online  

Travel Guide Orders  
101 guides mailed 

82 guides ordered online  

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/tourismdevelopmentauthority
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Tourism continued from page 17 

Rutherford County Tourism's Welcome Center Goes Mobile 
 

 
  

Catch the mobile unit at Tryon International Equestrian Center where it will be stationed for the summer 

to help promote tourism in Rutherford County. The mobile unit will be open during competition days and 

for each Saturday Night Lights event.  

http://rutherfordtourism.us10.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=b4b9a1f29276a26adbb954c56&id=591187f920&e=b4761bfb71
http://rutherfordtourism.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4b9a1f29276a26adbb954c56&id=550085a027&e=b4761bfb71
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   Transportation Services 

TYPE 

 

CURRENT 

WEEK 

Emergency Calls 147 

Convalescent Calls 21 

Emergency Medical Services:   

Staff have worked diligently this week to complete the required paperwork for  Medicare Revalida-

tion.  Revalidation is required every five years. Thanks to Rutherford Regional for hosting a wonderful 

breakfast this past Friday morning for EMS Appreciation Week. A special thank you to Major Kaleb John-

son for providing paramedic coverage for the Relay For Life event this past Friday night.  

Transit Department:   

Transit received an update on the possible delivery dates of our new Transit vans. It is possible that we will 

receive all approved replacement vehicles by the end of June. Transit drivers are encouraging passengers to 

offer video comments concerning how Transit has affected their lives. We plan to share these comments 

with NCDOT in response to their request for success stories across the state from all Transit agencies. 

Transit staff is also gathering data to share with the Board of Commissioners at their next meeting on the 

impact that the FARE FREE service has had on ridership since it was put in place in January of 2016. We 

anticipate approval to continue this service indefinitely. Operations Manager attended informational meet-

ing at County Annex concerning Workers’ Compensation Insurance. Transit also provided transportation, 

signage, and logistic support to Relay for Life on Friday night. Even though the event was shortened due to 

rain, please remember that the fight goes on for a cure and individuals that are currently battling cancer have 

many rainy days. Transit would also like to thank the Rutherford County Schools Transportation Depart-

ment for providing two activity buses and drivers, Spencer Baptist Church for a bus and driver, and to First 

United Methodist Church in Forest City for providing their bus for use during this event. We also want to 

thank Rutherford County Traffic Control for their assistance as well. 

TYPE CURRENT WEEK WEEKLY AVG 

Total Miles 9,972 9,848 

# of Local Trips 1,138 1,072 

# of Out of County Trips 67 75 

# Unduplicated Passengers 221 221 

Total Revenue $12,987 $16,450 

PHOTO: Congratulations to EMS employee, 

Jackie Street, on the birth of her eighth grand-

child.  Zelda Angel Harris was born Saturday at 6:10 

p.m. and weighed 7 lbs. 12 ozs.   

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/transit
x-apple-data-detectors://0
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Mail In 101 

Mail Out 22 

Fax 100 

Phone Calls In/Out 60 

Veteran Contacts 110 

Veteran Services 

http://rutherfordcountync.gov/veteranservices3
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Veteran Services continued from page 20 

 

 

 

 

 

Megan joined the Veteran Services Department on May 

9th, and she is doing an internship for The Golden Leaf 

Leadership program. She is a junior at Gardner Webb 

University. She has been a tremendous help to us already 

and will be with our department throughout the summer. 

Welcome Megan! 
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Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs Holds 
Hearing On Five Tillis-Sponsored Bills 

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Tuesday, May 24, 2016 
  
CONTACT: Daniel Keylin | (202) 224-6342 
  
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs held a hearing on pending legislation to improve veter-
ans’ health care and benefits, five of which were bills co-introduced by Senator Thom Tillis (R-NC). 
  
“Today’s hearing demonstrates how members of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee constantly check their partisan labels and 
ideologies at the door in order to improve the quality of life for the brave men and women who have served our nation,” said Sena-
tor Tillis. “It’s been an honor to work across party lines to advance commonsense legislation aimed at reducing wait times at the VA 
and ensuring that all veterans have access to the health care and support they need and deserve.” 
  
Watch Senator Tillis’ remarks here.  
  
The pending Tillis-sponsored legislation discussed at today’s hearing included:  
  
The Helping Veterans Exposed to Burn Pits Act, which was introduced by Senators Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) and Thom Tillis (R
-NC). The legislation directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to establish a center of excellence within the VA to address the preven-
tion, diagnosis, mitigation, treatment, and rehabilitation of health conditions relating to exposure to toxic burn pits. Senators 
Klobuchar and Tillis recently penned a Fox News op-ed in support of their legislation. 

 The Newborn Care Improvement Act, which was introduced by Senators Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) and Thom Tillis (R-NC). The 
legislation doubles the length of care the VA provides to newborn children. Currently, when women veterans give birth, their new-
borns are covered for care by the VA for only 7 days or less. If the female veteran does not get private care for the newborn, they will 
not have health coverage after 7 days. The Klobuchar-Tillis legislation would double the period of coverage from 7 days to 14.  
  
The Female Veteran Suicide Prevention Act, which was introduced by Senators Barbara Boxer (D-CA), Thom Tillis (R-NC), Rich-
ard Blumenthal (D-CT), Mazie Hirono (D-HI), and Jon Tester (D-MT). The legislation directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
identify mental health care and suicide prevention programs and metrics that are effective in treating women veterans as part of the 
evaluation of such programs by the Secretary. 

  
The Janey Ensminger Act of 2016, which was introduced by Senators Richard Burr (R-NC), Thom Tillis (R-NC), and Bill Nelson 
(D-FL). The legislation amends the Public Health Service Act with respect to the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry’s 
review and publication of illness and conditions relating to veterans stationed at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, and their family 
members. The bill is named in honor of Master Sergeant Jerry Ensminger’s daughter Janey, who was only nine-years-old when she 
died from a rare form of leukemia after being exposed to toxic water at Camp Lejeune.  
  
The Care Veterans Deserve Act of 2016, which introduced by Senators John McCain (R-AZ), Thom Tillis (R-NC), Kelly Ayotte (R-
NH), John Cornyn (R-TX), Ted Cruz (R-TX), Joni Ernst (R-IA), Jeff Flake (R-AZ), and Lindsey Graham (R-SC). The legislation aims 
to improve access to timely care for veterans by expanding access to care at the VA while enhancing choice and flexibility for veter-
ans’ health care options. The legislation supplements and expands on the major reforms enacted by the Veterans’ Access to Care 
through Choice, Accountability and Transparency Act of 2014, which was signed into law in the wake of the scandal of denied and 
delayed care at VA hospitals around the country. 
  

### 

Veteran Services continued from pages 20-21 

mailto:daniel_keylin@tillis.senate.gov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YWA63BcPDm8
http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2016/05/09/sens-klobuchar-and-tillis-can-t-let-burn-pits-become-new-agent-orange.html
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2016 Relay for Life Event 

May 20th in Forest City 

Survivors’ Walk 

Commissioner Eddie Holland 

Dawn Lovelace and the girls! 

‘Singing in the rain….” 

Balloon Release 

Survivors’ Walk 

The rain didn’t 

dampen spirits of  

attendees at the 

Relay for Life 

event last Friday 

night! 

“Bravery is knowing what’s ahead of you and doing it anyway.” 
         Requoted by Kay Kerbyson, PhD 



24  

 



25  

 

Lake Lure Arts & Crafts Festival 
Saturday, May 28, 2016 - Sunday, May 29, 2016 

9:00 AM - 7:00 PM 
Arcade Plaza across from 

Lake Lure Beach 
Arts, crafts, food vendors and kids activities 

Forest City Owls Baseball Season 
Opener- Tuesday, May 31 2016 

7:05 - 10:00 PM 
McNair Field, Forest City 

Coastal Plain Collegiate League 
Donate Life & NASCAR Night  

Memorial Day Weekend Family Fun 
Saturday - Monday, May 28-30, 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Chimney Rock at Chimney Rock State Park 

Explore, hike and view miles of beauty  

Lure of the Dragons Boat Festival 
Saturday, June 11, 2016 

9:00 am - 6:00 pm 
Morse Park, Lake Lure 

30-foot Dragonboats paddle 250M down the 
 Rocky Broad River  

Fridays Unplugged On Central 
Friday, June 3rd, 7:00 - 10:00 pm 

Central Street, downtown Rutherfordton 
Music series the first Friday of each month 

Live Music, games, brews, and kids activities  

Music On Main 
Friday, June 24, 2016 

6:00 - 9:000 pm 
Main Street, Forest City 

Live music, local artists, kids activities and more!  

http://rutherfordtourism.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4b9a1f29276a26adbb954c56&id=ab05576bdd&e=b4761bfb71
http://rutherfordtourism.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4b9a1f29276a26adbb954c56&id=42a31081ba&e=b4761bfb71
http://rutherfordtourism.us10.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b4b9a1f29276a26adbb954c56&id=bde91f14b7&e=b4761bfb71
http://rutherfordtourism.us10.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=b4b9a1f29276a26adbb954c56&id=e2061fb1a0&e=b4761bfb71
http://rutherfordtourism.us10.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=b4b9a1f29276a26adbb954c56&id=05f66ecf77&e=b4761bfb71
http://rutherfordtourism.us10.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=b4b9a1f29276a26adbb954c56&id=1800480944&e=b4761bfb71
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County Commissioners County Office  

Bryan A. King, Chairman                Alan Toney, Vice Chairman Hazel Haynes, Clerk to Board 

Michael Benfield, Eddie Holland, Greg Lovelace Richard Williams, County Attorney 

Follow us online! 
www.rutherfordcountync.gov 

                                                         County Manager       
Steve Garrison 

Kimberly Aldridge, Weekly Report Editor  

828.287.6060 

 
 
 
 
 
Saturday 5/28: 

 Memorial Day Weekend Family Fun at Chimney Rock State Park: Family Animal Encounters, 2 pm Sat-Mon 
and Climbing Tower open 11 am-4 pm Sat & Sun 

 Stream-side Hike: 11 am at South Mountains State Park . Join a Park Ranger at the Jacob Fork Parking Area 
for a stream-side hike along the Jacob Fork River. 
 The 10 Essentials: 2 pm at South Mountains State Park . 
 

Sunday 5/29: 
Animals of the South Mountains: 2 pm at South Mountains State Park .   
 

Upcoming Events: 
Sunday, June 12th: ROC Group Hike to Catawba Falls. This will be a 3-mile roundtrip, moderate hike to 
the spectacular lower falls. Bring a lunch and some water. Meet at the County Annex (289 N. Main 
Street, Rutherfordton) at 9 am to carpool.  
 

Email us at trails@rutherfordoutdoor.org or call (828) 625-9983 ext. 505 if you would like to sign up 

for any of the ROC workdays, clean-ups, or group hikes.    

 

http://www.rutherfordcountync.gov/default.aspx
mailto:trails@rutherfordoutdoor.org

