September 12, 2016

Weekly Report

Highlight of Departmental Activities

The Weekly Report showcases the activities and accomplishments of the many Depart-
ments within Rutherford County Government. Click on the directory lists, headings and text in

Department Directory

Agriculture /Cooperative Extension

Airport
Board of Elections
Building Inspections
County Manager
County Commissioners
Economic Development

Emergency Medical Services
Fire Marshal

Finance

Human Resources

Information Technology
Library

Public Works and Planning
Register of Deeds

Revenue
Senior Center
Social Services
Soil and Water
Solid Waste

Transit

Tourism Development Authority

Veteran Services

blue to be linked to more information.

Airport

The Airport sold 588.0 gallons of Jet A to 2 aircraft and 1,505.2 gallons of
100LL to 40 aircraft last week.

PHOTOS: Photos of aircraft that e

staged at the Rutherford County Air-
port for a ceremonial fly over at the
Tryon International Equestrian Cen-
ter this past weekend.

Additional photos on page 2.

Yak departure.

Yak fly by!
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Airport continued from page 1

T-34 and Yak aircrafts
pictured right and below.

Agriculture/Cooperative Extension

Hannah Bundy:

e completed county farm visits

» attended reception on Thursday for everyone from 4-6

» traveled to Harvest conference in Asheville

o attended WNC Farm school planning meeting in Union Mills

Tracy Davis:

o attended SET-V planning meeting at [IPDC.

o taped monthly radio program.

e delivered 521 AN materials.

e judged at Mountain State Fair.

e met with planning committee for ECA's recruitment event.
o prepared for National Conference.

See flyer for “5-2-1 Almost None” health message on page 3.


http://rutherfordcountync.gov/cooperativeextension
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/cooperativeextension

Agriculture and Coop Extension continued from page 2

Watch for the “5-2-1-Almost None” health message circulating around the county during the month of
September. You may see it in the form of a sticker, bookmark, news article, note pad, brochure, poster,
rack card, outdoor sign, etc. See how many different locations you can find this message. There's a prize
for the person who sees it in the most places, so get out there and search for it! Make a list and report
your findings to Tracy Davis at Cooperative Extension. You might be the prize winner!



Board of Elections

Absentee Voting by Mail will begin on Friday with over
200 ballots going out the first day. Staff has been busy this
week printing forms for the precincts and making prepara-
tions for training of the poll workers.

A team will be visiting rest homes to assist with absentee

requests and we are scheduling voter registration at the
High Schools.

County Manager and Commissioners

The following are several events and activities in which the County Manager, Commissioners and staff were
involved over the last few days:

e Meetings with several departments including Projects and Planning, Library, Revenue, and Senior Cen-
ter

e Board of Commissioners’ monthly meeting

e Meeting with County Attorney

e Community Health Council meeting

e TAC/TCC meeting at IPDC

e NCACC Manager's Weekly Legislative Update Webinar

o EDC meeting

e Airport Agenda review

e SET V Plan review

e Rails to Trails Committee meeting

e Queen’s Gap Water System meeting

e County-ICC Construction/Financing Review Meetings

Chairman Bryan King and Commissioners presented the Finance Department with a certificate of Achieve-
ment for Excellence in Financial Reporting at the Board of Commissioners’ meeting on Tuesday evening.
(Press Release on page 6.)

Several of Courthouse staff used the Commissioners’ Chambers on Friday due to a scheduled power outage
at the courthouse.

Events that took place this week were Rutherfordton and Ellenboro Town Council meetings. Other activi-
ties, meetings, and events were meetings with citizens, numerous calls, interoffice meetings, conference
calls, public relations, advising, and preparation for various responsibilities.


http://rutherfordcountync.gov/boardofelections
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Economic Development

This week, the Economic Development Department attended the Set V Meeting in Rutherfordton as well
as various meetings with county departments and industry allies. Staff continues to be busy following up
with multiple industrial recruitment and expansion prospects and working with the Department of Com-
merce and existing industry representatives regarding various grant reports and requests. This week’s
schedule also included securing advertising space in the Economic Development Partnership of North
Carolina’s 2016-17 Economic Development Guide.

Finance Department

The Finance Office processed accounts payable. Director Paula Roach and Assistant Director Apryl Tes-
sener attended several interdepartmental meetings.

An Award of Financial Reporting Achievement was presented to our Finance Director and staff at the
Board of Commissioners’ meeting Tuesday evening. Congratulations to the Finance Department for this
exceptional accomplishment. (See Press Release on page 6.)


http://rutherfordcountync.gov/manager
http://rutherfordcountync.gov/tax

Finance Department continued from page 5

Contact:

Kim Aldridge

Public Information Coordinator
Rutherford County, North Carolina
828-287-6060
Kim.Aldridge@rutherfordcountync.gov

For Immediate Release

FINANCIAL EXCELLENCE AWARD

Rutherford County----The Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting has been award-
ed to the County of Rutherford by Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada
(GFOA) for its comprehensive annual financial report (CAFR). The Certificate of Achievement is the highest
form of recognition in governmental accounting and financial reporting, and its attainment represents a signif-

icant accomplishment by a government and its management.

An Award of Financial Reporting Achievement (AFRA) is awarded to the individual(s), department, or agen-
cy designated by the government as primarily responsible for its having earned the award-winning CAFR. We
are pleased to announce that Rutherford County Finance Department qualifies for the Certificate of Achieve-

ment of Excellence in Financial Reporting. This was presented to:

Finance Director Paula Roach and her staff at the Board of Commissioners Monthly Meeting on September 6, 2016.
The CAFR has been judged by an impartial panel to meet the high standards of the program including demon-
strating a constructive “spirit of full disclosure” to clearly communicate its financial story and motivate poten-

tial users and user groups to read the CAFR. The GFOA is a nonprofit professional association serving ap-

proximately 17,500 government finance professionals with offices in Chicago, Illinois and Washington, D.C.

HH



Fire Marshal/Emergency Management

The Fire Marshal:

o responded to assist Rutherfordton and S.D.O. fire department on two structures fires (pictured be-
low).

o performed maintenance on utility vehicles and picked up the command trailer from Polk County.

o attended Commissioners’ meeting.

e began preparations for fire prevention activities.


http://rutherfordcountync.gov/Departments/emergencyservices/marshal

Human Resources

The HR Director held meetings to discuss personnel issues, exit interviews, and retirements. The next two
months will be filled with open enrollment periods. Colonial open enrollment is the week of September 19,
and the State Health Plan is the month of October. HR staff has been working closely with Rutherford Re-
gional to offer extra programs for County employees. September 22 is Mammogram Day. The Wellness
Fair, held this past Thursday, was a huge success with many employees participating. Please be watching
for email blasts! Positions available are EMS Billing and Compliance Tech.  Apply at
www.rutherfordcountync.gov.



http://rutherfordcountync.gov/humanresources
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Information Technology

Traffic Summary - BamacudaSF rutherfordountync.gov [172.16.10.20]

From 2018-08-22 00:00:00
To 2016-08-23 23.58:00
Inbound Traffic
Day Rate| Blocked: Bad|  Blocked:| Blocked:|  CQuaranfined|  Allowed:|  Allowed Total
Controlled|  Recipient Spam Virus Tagged Received
2018-08-22 177 i 5l 18 : 374 1T
2018-08-23 255 10 00 2] L1 4806
2018-08-24 1147 130 it 16 4 0 ialin
2018-08-25 104 108 i 0 3308 4248
2018-08-28 0 132 i Y, 2841 5a0
2018-08-27 1434 108 47 2 2 1558
2018-08-28 480 78 482 2 2 A03 1474
Total 4047 750 304 101 18234 28820
Outbound Traffic
Day Rate| Blocked: | Blocked:| Blocked:| Quarantined| Sent| Encrypted| Redirected| Authenfication Total
Controlled|  Policy]  Spam|  Virus Failure| Received
201808-22 3 0 2 0 1450 328 12
2018-08-23 1 0 k) 0 78 4E 211
2018-08-24 il 0 £l 0 112 B35 2038
2018-08-25 47 0 3 0 zill 1 13
2018-08-28 i 0 1 0 1080 4 1578
2018-08-27 ) 0 0 0 BT i 1243
2018-08-28 183 0 0 0 380 428 o
Total 101 0 B 0 8807 3830 11820




Library

Miss Nicole is starting a Mini-Maker Lego Club at Rutherford County Library on Mondays and at Moun-
tains Branch Library on Tuesdays. How fun will that be?? This FREE Mini-Maker Lego Club will begin the
week of September 12, 2016. This FREE club is aimed at 4 - 12 years olds but is appropriate for anyone to
attend. If the attending child is 4 - 9 years old, they are required to have a parent/guardian over the age of 16
present for the entire program.

(Flyer submitted by Maria Davis, Library.)
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http://rutherfordcountync.gov/library

Public Works and Planning

Aubrey Clay, Project Manager, presenting comments on the NC Arts Council

Grassroots grant and Community Project grant at the Board of Commissioners

meeting on Tuesday evening, September 6th.

NC Arts Council Grassroots Committee Recommendations

Approved recommended grants listed below.

2

Organization Name Amount Requested Rating R;?ﬁﬁz%ied Reclglirrll?iir;ded
Foundation of Performing Arts $5,105 4.33 100% $5,105
Symphony of Rutherford County $5,000 4.42 100% $5,000
Rutherford Life Services $3.,000 3.58 100% $3,000
Visual Artists Guild $1,100 3.83 100% $1,100
Rutherford Chamber Consort $3,250 3.00 86% $2,810
Rutherford County Arts Council $5,090 3.08 91% $4,560
Total $22,455 $21,575

11

Community Project Grants
Approved Community Project Grants listed below.

Applicant Recommendation
Golden Valley Community Club $1,000
Mt. Vernon Club House $1,000
Gilkey School Community Center $1,000
Union Mills Community Club House $315
Town of Lake Lure $1,000



http://rutherfordcountync.gov/planning

Revenue Department

e The Revenue Staff would like to welcome our
newest employee Cornelia Atchley. Cornelia will
be working in the Collections Department.

e The Revenue Department is a little quieter since
the discount period has ended, but remember, you
can still make payments each month. This provides
a way where you are not paying the whole amount
in December. Collections will accept payments of
any amount during the year (not just August and
December).

Customer Service Totals

Phone Calls 388

County Growth Indica-

tors
Building Permits Reviewed 46
Deeds Recorded 24
Collections Progress

Deeds Certified/Prior Year
Taxes 23
Total Taxes Collected $895,961.59

Senior Center

September is National Senior Center Month. This year’s theme is “Find Balance at Your Center!” Every
day we want to help provide ways for older adults to find balance and whole person wellness at our senior
center. Our goal is to provide ways for seniors to be engaged physically, mentally, and emotionally in our
community. During the month of September we will have a variety of programs and activities to celebrate

National Senior Center Month.

The Senior Center hosted “Use It or Lose It” on Tuesday. We encourage seniors to engage in thinking
games as well as learning new skills and hobbies to continually keep the brain functioning and alert. Stud-
ies show that the brain requires a consistent workout to stay sharp just like the body does to stay
strong. Our seniors enjoyed the Center’s version of “Family Feud” on Wednesday. On Thursday we had
a “Name That Tune” activity sponsored by Rodney Greene. Lastly, on Friday we held our second annual

“Cruise In” Car Show.

Upcoming:
Dance September 9, 6:00 —9:00 p.m. Cost $5
Zumba September 12, 19, & 26 6:00 p.m.

Soil & Water

The Admin/Education Specialist:

e completed Farmland Meeting agenda and information folders.

e worked on Farmland Ordinance and attended the Farmland Preservation meeting.
e planned for Conservation Field Day and Education activities.

e worked on Sunshine Elementary OELC Grant quarterly report.

The Ag. Cost Share Technician:

o worked on Ag. Cost Share contracts.

o visited Theo Western NC Stream Initiative Site.

o worked on developing RUSLE erosion spreadsheet.

12
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Solid Waste

Customers served 335

Loads hauled from convenience centers 49
MSW loads shipped to Lenoir 28
Recycling loads shipped to Conover 2
Tire customers 24

The landfill staff has been playing catch up from the recent holiday weekend. The office staff has been

busy waiting on customers while finishing the billing process. The director has met with several vendors

and attended a meeting with Aubrey Clay. With the help of Aubrey, the Solid Waste Department contin-
ues to work on a capital facilities plan. Also
the director has been working on the equip-
ment/vehicle replacement plan. The transfer
station staff is very busy this week processing
all the MSW and recycling tonnages that are
coming in. The C&D staff has been processing
all the C&D tonnages coming in while hauling
dirt for cover. The shop staff has been busy
working on the recycling compactor, 544j
loader and performing preventative mainte-
nance.

The airport crew has performed mowing at the
airport this week and has moved to the central
landfill to start bush hogging. The south landfill
bush hogging has been completed. (Photos left
and above.)


http://rutherfordcountync.gov/solidwaste

Solid Waste continued from page 13
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Eddie Mote and inmate
cutting the grass and weed
eating at the Convenience

Centers.



Solid Waste continued from pages 13 - 14
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Compactor being
changed out at one of
the Convenience
Centers.


http://rutherfordcountync.gov/sweep
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Transportation Services

Emergency Medical Services:

EMS has established a new Employee Satisfaction Committee. We appreciate the employees who have
volunteered to serve in this capacity. Management also held their monthly staff meeting and addressed per-
sonnel shortages, implementation of the new Compliance Plan and training issues. Staff also attended the
County Commissioners meeting to hear the presentation on the Peer Review study conducted by NCACC.

TYPE CURRENT WEEK
Emergency Calls 161
Non-Emergency Calls 33

Transit Services:
Transit continues to see a growth in the number of riders per month since going fare free on the Deviated
Fixed Route (see table below).

2015 | 2016 | Growth %
May 413 594 30%
June 380 696 45%
July 366 651 44%
Aug 348 791 56%

Transit received the first of our next three vans this week. It is a 8§-passenger lift van. We should receive the
remaining two vans within the next couple of weeks. The new style transit van is proving to be a popular
vehicle among our riders and drivers. We are very pleased so far with them. In our continued work on our
Success Plan, we have been conducting passenger surveys this week. The drivers are offering to all riders
an anonymous survey when they enter a vehicle to fill out while in transit to their destination. Participation
of our passengers and caregivers willing to do survey has been very good. The survey is very short and
simple and asks riders how their experience with Transit in the past has been, what we could do better and
if they would recommend Transit to their friends. These questions cover the passengers experience from
making appointments to arriving back home. Preparations for Employee Appreciation week continues. All
numbers are down this week due to Labor Day holiday closure.

TYPE CURRENT WEEKLY
WEEK AVG
Total Miles 7,460 9,175
# of Local Trips 974 1,114
# of Out of County Trips 36 54
# Unduplicated Passengers 233 231
Total Revenue $14,402 $16,794

16
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Veteran Services

096 Prison Chaplaincy Ministry
Mail In < Fundraiser
The speaker this year is one of the most outstanding
motivational and inspirational speakers in America,
Mail Out 23
Lt. Clebe McClary
Fax 150 Highly Decorated Vietham Veteran, USMC
The Foundation at
Phone Calls 51
In/Out Isothermal Community College
Xﬁft'fc‘:s 151 Tuesday, September 20, 2016 @ 8:00 p.m.
Tickets: $15

Every third Thursday in the month, beginning September 15th from 9:00 until 10:30
a.m., we will be having a coffee social for veterans. There will be coffee, treats, con-
versation and a good time! Occasionally, we will have special guests to cover topics

of interest. If there is a topic or guest in which you are interested, contact Beverly at
828-287-6185.

The event will be held at the
Rutherford County Veteran Service Office
303 Fairground Road, Spindale, NC 28160

(Flyer submitted by Beverly Wellborn, Veteran Services.)



http://rutherfordcountync.gov/veteranservices3

Upcoming Events

August 23 - September 23

Celebration of the Arts

Dale McEntire will judge the show, including paintings, photography, sculpture, pottery, wood, textiles,
glass, metal and jewelry.

The Visual Arts Center, 160 N. Main Street, Rutherfordton

Entry fee - Guild members or enrolled art students: $25 Non-members: $35

Applications are available at The Visual Arts Guild or www.rcvag.com.

September 10

"Forget Me Not'" 5K Run/Walk To End Alzheimer's Disease

Brookdale Forest City is holding a race "Forget Me Not 5K", September 10th. For more information:
MELANIE YOE, 828.288.1171 or myoe@brookdale.com

September 23, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

4TH FRIDAYS ON MAIN

Street vendors, live music, artists. Fun for the whole family.
Downtown Forest City, NC

Why Should Kids Have ALL the Fun?

Our adult only soapbox derby is the only one of its kind in the region and is a fabulous way to show your
community spirit. Have you ever dreamed of owning your own NASCAR team? This is your big chance
as companies, churches, schools and other organizations build their own cars to compete or sponsor inde-
pendent teams. What a unique and high impact promotional opportunity!! Local sportsmen can build
their own cars, too (refer to the rules page document for all the particulars).

Race organizers carefully pick two equally matched cars to compete in side by
side, do or die heats until a winner is declared. Don't be surprised if you see a
water gun or two or other crazy antics as teams do whatever they can to make it
to the end of the

race course and to the top of the winner's podium.

As much fun for the fans as it is for the participants, this events appeals to both
young and old and will produce a ton of smiles!

Friday, September 30 at 7 p.m., Downtown Rutherfordton
For more information visit : http://www.rutherfordtown.com/derbyrules--registration-forms.html
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mailto:myoe@brookdale.com

Marian McQuade, a housewife from West Virginia, began with the simple idea of supporting the el-
derly in nursing homes, and ended with a new holiday, National Grandparents Day. Declared a nation-
al holiday by President Carter in 1978, it is now celebrated every year on the first Sunday after Labor
Day. The official flower of the holiday is appropriately the “Forget-Me-Not.” A grandparent is a spe-
cial part of all that's cherished in the heart. Let’s all honor those who paved the way for us, and let us
never forget them! Happy Grandparents’ Day!

commemorate 9-14

National Day of Service and Remembrance

Despite the passing years since September
11, 2001, it remains as important as ever
that we continue to come together to re-
member and honor the victims and our

shared history.

Thank you for joining us and taking a day
to remember, reflect and come together.
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Meet the Candidates Forum

The "MEET THE CANDIDATES" forums are designed to inform voters about candidates running for
office before they vote. What do you know about the candidates? Come out and hear what each
candidate has to say so we all can make an educated choice at the ballot box. These events are
open to the public.

Schedule of Forums
September 13th, County Annex, Commissioners Room
September 20th, Golden Valley Club House
September 27th, Cool Springs Building, Forest City
October 4th, Lake Lure town hall
October 11th, Ellenboro Fire Department

All meetings run from 6:30 to 8:30 pm

It is time for our Summer Book Sale! PLEASE NOTE that this is the
first book sale with our new operating hours. The days and times of
the book sale will be as follows:

Thursday, September 8 Friday, September 9 Saturday, September 10
11:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 10 am. - 2 p.m.
As always, there 1s a good selection of fiction, nonfiction, science fiction, romances, and mysteries.
If you have any questions, call the library at 828-287-6115.
Rutherford County Library

255 Callahan Koon Road
Spindale, NC 28160
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The Trail Run is Coming!

5k Trail Run on November 5
And this year will be better than ever.

In addition to your race shirt, drawstring backpack, and runner's packet filled with goodies, this year
we are making even more improvements including disposable chip timing and more upgrades to the
course.

Needless to say, you don't want to miss out. Registration is open now at RunSignUp.com or through
SouthoftheMountainTrailRun.com



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001INSBCZqaiuXNCxumYqO-I4xfjuEiwDUOVtXDOTLMwRMP5sV6E4gFnWuCx6j0g9fgBwyOstsqBVbdfgJDARhQL-DbElOSoOkqJmLxF1JCBKMamcv7L9k-bxSlZuCDlzwpVxIWixLIjOC3tm9b4hD6NlMqsZpowto0yQbpY5f0aBQ=&c=HJ3vbX9vqaV8u8EAUCnJcjKZ4y05mf2lucW1TUhDyHFH_BDi_X5Ve
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001INSBCZqaiuXNCxumYqO-I4xfjuEiwDUOVtXDOTLMwRMP5sV6E4gFnWuCx6j0g9fgpbb53QsjceYOkxUKdkxIiMPTdx6dB7vUyMRWDtfPNf5TRU7bR1DNAjWdfNF4bzsBllAOcsZ-qRVF5N1i7fuhGZo2gEO7xEVPtRce0iLHT90hmqMvxZoTKaulx4KKOmIT&c=HJ3vbX9vqaV8u8EAUCnJcjKZ4y05mf2lu
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CHADay - September 17,2016
406 Boss Moore Road, Ellenboro, NC 28040

(Flyer submitted by CHADay Committee.)
For more information, contact Geraldine Duncan at (828) 245-6394. We hope to see you

there!
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The 11th Annual Tour de Pumpkin is fast approaching. Registration is open. Get signed up
early for the best ride for money in the Southeast!

If you registered for last year's event and chose to carry over your registration to this year,
please let us know if you plan to ride so we can reserve your shirt. If you are unable to ride
this year, we will honor that registration in any future year.

Hope you can join us this year!



Rutherford Outdoor Coalition continued from page 22

Saturday 9/10:

e Grandparents Day Special: 8:30 am to 5 pm this Saturday and Sunday at Chimney Rock State Park.
Buy one regularly-priced adult admission and get one free youth (ages 5-15) admission.

e Rogue Rangers Volunteer Project: 10 am to 2 pm at Chimney Rock State Park.

e Tree ID Hike: 11 am at South Mountains State Park. Join a Park Ranger for a one- mile hike along the
Hemlock Nature Trail.

o Black Bears: 2 pm at South Mountains State Park. Learn some facts about black bears.

Sunday 9/11:

e Grandparents Day Hike: 10 am at Lake James State Park. This will be a %4 mile hike.

e Senior Ranger Boot Camp: 10 am to 11 am at Chimney Rock State Park. Meet a ranger at the River-
walk Trail behind the Old Rock Cafe to learn the basics of fishing and try your hand at pulling some
trout out of the Rocky Broad River. All supplies will be provided. All ages are welcome.

o Stream-side Hike: 2 pm at South Mountains State Park. An easy walk along the Jacob Fork River.

Friday, September 16th:

e ROC Group Sunset/ Harvest Moon Hike to Bearwallow Mountain._We will meet at the county office
building (289 N. Main Street, Rutherfordton) at 5 pm to carpool. Don't miss this chance to see a beau-
tiful sunset at Bearwallow and walk down to the cars under the light of the harvest moon. Bring some
extra layers just in case it gets a little chilly after sunset.

Saturday, September 24th:

e ROC Broad River Fall Sweep. We will meet at 9:30 am and plan to get started by 10:30 am. These
clean-ups are always a ton of fun and you will be helping to ensure that our river stays beautiful!
Email us for more details or to sign up.

Saturday, October 1st:

e ROC Race Series: Overmountain Victory SK

Email us at trails@rutherfordoutdoor.org or call (828) 625-9983 ext. 505 if you would like to sign
up for any of the ROC workdays, clean-ups, or group hikes/river floats.

County Manager

Steve Garrison

County Commissioners County Office
Bryan A. King, Chairman Alan Toney, Vice Chairman Hazel Haynes, Clerk to Board
Michael Benfield, Eddie Holland, Greg Lovelace Richard Williams, County Attorney

Follow us online!
www.rutherfordcountync.gov

Kimberly Aldridge, Weekly Report Editor
24 828.287.6060
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