








TO:

Rutherford County Principals, Art Teachers, and 4th, 5th, and 6th Grade Teachers 
FROM:
Missy York, Administrative/Education Specialist

Rutherford Soil and Water Conservation District 

SUBJECT:
2009-2010 Poster Contest for 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students
THEME:
The Living Soil
The Rutherford Soil & Water Conservation District announces the 2009 Poster Contest with the Theme “The Living Soil”.   The purpose of the contest is to give students an opportunity to show their knowledge of conservation and to teach others about conservation issues using their poster to share their ideas.  The overall contest objective is to introduce and make students aware of soil and water conservation in a positive manner.    Posters are due in the Rutherford Soil & Water office on or before December 18, 2009.  The District will select the winners and notify the school.   The First Place winner for each grade will receive a cash prize and will be invited with their parents and teacher to the District Award’s Banquet on February 4, 2010 to receive their award.  The First Place posters will be entered in the Area contest and have a chance to compete at the State level.
The Poster Specifications are:

· Posters should be submitted on 22” X 28”
· Posters should be submitted flat, not rolled.

· Posters should be the original work of the individual student and should not violate copyright laws (for example, using Garfield).

· Pictures or other materials may be mounted on the posters, if mounted securely and flat.  
· Any coloring materials available to students and suitable for poster work may be used.  Materials can include crayons, markers, paint, etc.   Bright colors are best.
· It is recommended the poster have the theme of the contest, but the letters need to be large and the spelling should be correct. 

· Student’s name and information should be ON THE BACK of the poster.  Posters with names on the front are immediately disqualified.  

Posters must be identified on the back using the following format:
	Students Name:
	Grade: 

	Students Address :
	

	
	

	Teacher’s Name:
	

	School:
	

	County: Rutherford
	District: Rutherford SWCD


Poster Ideas

THEME – The Living Soil

[image: image2.emf]
· Keep it Simple.  Teach a message using the poster theme.

· Put the theme of the contest on the poster.

· Bright colors are best, with large lettering.
· Use the following definitions to help teach your conservation message:
Conservation – The wise use and management of natural resources (soil, water, air, plants, animals) to fulfill human needs now and in the future.
Soil Conservation – To protect soil from erosion, to keep it productive and out of waterways: to use and manage soil wisely now to ensure a rich soil resource for future generations.
Water Conservation – To protect water quality by keeping water clean from sediment, chemicals, oil and animal wastes: to protect water quantity by using smaller amounts of harmful elements; to use and manage water wisely now to ensure good water quality for future generations.
Best Management Practices (BMPs) – agriculture practices that are suitable for reducing or minimizing the amount of water pollution generated by non-point sources: an engineered structure or management activity, or combination of these, which eliminates or reduces adverse environmental effects of pollutants.  Often called Best Management Practices.
The Living Soil – The soil beneath us is alive with millions of organisms, tiny creatures, insects, and plant roots.  Because of them, the soil is living and breathing and full of activity that makes a difference between a pile of rocks and productive soil. The soil must be protected to keep it healthy.    

Posters will be judged on the following criteria:

· Conservation Message
50 Points

(Message is clear and stands out: linked to subject)

· Visual Effectiveness
30 Points

Readability (use of white space, type choice, neatness)

Originality, effect on audience.

· Universal Appeal

10 Points
Easily understood by the general population

· Originality


10 Points
· Infraction – Points will be deducted for the following infractions:
Copyright violation – 5 points

Exceeding the size limit – 5 points

What makes a good poster?

· A brief, catchy message: one theme that can be read in 10 seconds or less

· A slogan telling viewers to do something and making them want to do it

· Use of colors and white space to get and hold attention

· Letters large enough to be easily read and words separated enough to make them quickly grasped

Avoid these poster faults:

· More than one theme

· Too busy – too many and/or too scattered pictures or words

· Material not relevant to topic

· Message becomes lost

· Name on the front of poster is immediately disqualified - put information on back
· Misspelled words
The Rutherford Soil and Water Conservation District would to like to thank you for your participation in our poster contest.  We look forward to seeing creative posters from the students in Rutherford County.  Please call our office at 287-4220 ext. 3 with any questions or more information.
Soil and Water  -- Yours for Life
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